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Response to Comment T4-1 

As described in Section 2, if Pecan Grove is chosen as a shaft site, 
worst-case use of the site would be for approximately 6 years (if 
NEIS II and GBIS are constructed sequentially). As detailed in 
Section 3.2.4.1 of the Draft EIR, the construction (i.e. shaft sites) and 
operation (i.e., ATFs) of the sewer at Pecan would be visible by 
equestrian users but not directly impact them. In addition, as noted in 
comment O16, the Pecan Grove is the Los Angeles Zoo Department’s 
preferred location for aboveground GBIS activities, which is the 
reason that the staff recommended GBIS Alignment includes that 
shaft site. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-2 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for a discussion 
of the proposed construction and operation of the GBIS North 
Alignment at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Regarding a Los Angeles River 
alignment, refer to response to comment AJ31-2. As described in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. 
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Response to Comment T4-3 

Regarding a response to your concerns over the GBIS North 
Alignment, refer to response to the City of Burbank comments – AJ1, 
AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, and AJ36. In addition, the City has 
combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has selected this 
alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for approval (see 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-4 

Comment noted. As described in Section 4 of the Draft EIR, the 
identification of the environmentally superior alternative has been 
reserved for a system-wide alternative rather than a component that is 
included as one part of the overall alternative. However, please see 
the discussion of the Recommended Alternative in Section 1.5 of this 
Final EIR. 

Response to Comment T4-5 

City of Los Angeles staff has considered the findings of the Draft EIR 
when they identified the Recommended Alternative (including staff 
recommended GBIS alignment and shaft sites), as described in 
Section 1.5 of this Final EIR. The potential impacts will also be 
considered by the decisionmakers during approval and certification of 
the project. If after considering this Final EIR, the decisionmakers 
find that the benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects, a Findings and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations will be required. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-6 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-7 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for a discussion of the proposed 
construction and operation of the GBIS North Alignment at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or 
ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-8 

Comment noted. As it relates to the GBIS North Alignment, as 
addressed in Section 3.12.3.3 of the Draft EIR, the construction of the 
proposed sewer component would be consistent with the goals and 
policies of all applicable plans. Operation of permanent aboveground 
structures (i.e., ATFs) within designated open space or public 
facilities would not be a conforming use and would require a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Therefore, the successful issuance of 
a CUP would reduce land use consistency impacts to less than 
significant. 
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Response to Comment T4-9 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-19 regarding designation of 
Pollywog. In addition, the proposed shaft site and ATF would be on 
land designated as open space. As addressed in Section 3.12.3.3 of the 
Draft EIR, operation of permanent aboveground structures (i.e., 
ATFs) within designated open space or public facilities would not be 
a conforming use and would require a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). 
Therefore, the successful issuance of a CUP would reduce land use 
consistency impacts to less than significant. In addition, as described 
in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-10 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-4 and AJ1-6 for an additional 
discussion of potential environmental impacts at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. In addition, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a 
shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-11 

Refer to response to comment T4-10. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-12 

In general, using sewer gases to generate electricity through burning 
is not considered feasible due to the lack of a flammable component. 

Response to Comment T4-13 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-14 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-15 

Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a discussion of the GBIS 
alignment that the City of Los Angeles is recommending for approval. 
Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-16 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-4 and AJ1-6 for an additional 
discussion of potential environmental impacts at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-17 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-19 regarding designation of 
Pollywog. In addition, the proposed shaft site and ATF would be on 
land designated as open space. In addition, Section 2 of this Final EIR 
for revisions to the Draft EIR. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-18 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-4 and AJ1-19 regarding potential 
impacts at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Also, refer to Section 2 of this 
Final EIR for revisions to the Draft EIR related to Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. In addition, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a 
shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-19 

Refer to response to comment T4-18. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-20 

Refer to response to comment T4-18. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-21 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-4 and AJ1-6 for an additional 
discussion of potential environmental impacts associated with Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. In addition, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a 
shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-22 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or 
ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment T4-23 

To clarify, the commenter refers to a proposed site at Woodbury Park, 
when in fact the proposed shaft site and ATF was proposed at 
Woodbridge Park. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. As detailed in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the City is recommending the 
Caltrans Maintenance Yard as the western terminus of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-24 

As detailed in Section 3.12.3.1 of the Draft EIR (page 3.12-25), a 
significance land use impact would occur if the project would 
introduce permanent features that would disrupt, divide, or isolate 
existing neighborhoods, communities, or land uses (significance 
threshold LU-2). Although construction of the GBIS component 
would disrupt the existing neighborhood, it would be during the 
construction phase only and not permanently disrupt, divide or isolate 
existing neighborhoods or community. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR for a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, which does not include Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment T4-25 

The posted vehicle weight limit is established to restrict general 
commercial vehicles in excess of the weight limit from using local 
streets or other streets where travel by heavy vehicles has been 
determined to be inappropriate. The vehicle weight restrictions do not 
apply to vehicles that must use the streets to access land uses along 
the street, as is stated in the Burbank Municipal Code Section 29-
1304. As an example, the weight restrictions would not apply to a 
cement truck that must use the street to deliver cement to a 
homeowner along that street, whereas the weight restriction would 
apply to a cement truck that is using the street to avoid traffic on 
another street. The weight limit would not apply to trucks accessing 
the Valley Heart Shaft Site or other sites where construction is 
proposed by the project. 
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Response to Comment T4-25(B) 

As part of standard coordination related to the City of Los Angeles' 
provision of wastewater conveyance and treatment services to the 
City of Burbank (the City of Burbank contracts with the City of 
Los Angeles), staff of both cities have been meeting regularly over 
the past decade or more to discuss various wastewater matters, 
including the need for new wastewater conveyance pipelines.  
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Response to Comment T4-26 

As described in detail in Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR, the City of 
Los Angeles has undertaken an extensive public outreach and 
coordination effort prior to and during the preparation of both the 
Facilities Plan and the Draft EIR. Further detail of the stakeholders' 
process can be found in Appendix B of the IRP Facilities Plan. In 
addition, further public noticing has occurred associated with the 
DEIR. For instance, a notice announcing the availability of the Notice 
of Preparation of the EIR was published in the Los Angeles Times, on 
July 29, 2004. In addition, a public scoping meeting was held. Since 
the release of the Draft EIR, several forms of public notification 
occurred, as well as four public hearings were held throughout the 
City of Los Angeles. For details refer to Section 1.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Response to Comment T4-27 

As described in detail in Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR, contaminated 
soil and groundwater is expected to be encountered during the 
installation of the proposed NEIS II and GBIS alignments. This area 
is well delineated for its groundwater contamination, which is 
currently undergoing cleanup by the EPA and other state agencies, 
including the Regional Water Quality Control Board. Although the 
construction of the NEIS II and GBIS components could require 
dewatering, which could expose the public or the environment to 
hazardous materials, this hazard would be reduced to less than 
significant by following applicable regulations (i.e., Health and Safety 
Plans, OSHA guidelines). In addition, if avoidance of contaminated 
soil and groundwater plumes (by going around or tunneling below in 
bedrock) is not feasible, water produced by dewatering will be tested 
and treated prior to discharge, and construction methods that 
minimize dewatering (such as earth-pressure-balance tunneling) will 
be used. All of these methods were successfully used during the 
recent NEIS-ERIS project. In addition, refer to response to comments 
AJ1-2, AJ1-28 through AJ1-30 and AJ1-33 for an additional 
discussion of the potential for groundwater contamination along the 
GBIS alignments. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-28 

Regarding a response to your concerns over the GBIS North 
Alignment, refer to response to the City of Burbank comments – AJ1, 
AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, and AJ36. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR for a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-29 

As detailed in Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR, operation of ATFs 
includes fans and generators that would increase ambient noise levels. 
Depending on the distance of the nearest sensitive receptor, ambient 
noise levels could increase incrementally by 3 decibels or more 
(CNEL). With implementation of mitigation measure NV-MM-6 
(acoustical survey and noise reduction measures) and other mitigation 
that would locate ATFs as far as possible from sensitive receptors 
(such as AES-MM-2 and REC-MM-3), no significant impact is 
anticipated. Comment noted. 

T4-29 
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Response to Comment T4-29(B) 

Wastewater infrastructure is necessary to ensure quality of life and 
generally supports, rather than detracts from, property values. 
Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-30 

Comment noted. No evidence has been provided and no evidence has 
been found that would indicate that cancer occurrences have any 
connection with the project or proposed project sites. 

T4-29(B)
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Response to Comment T4-31 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 regarding the 
potential for environmental effects (such as from contaminated soil) 
of the proposed shaft site and ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
Additionally, as described in Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR 
(page 3.10-11), an environmental hazards records search was 
performed. The search identified 44 of the 89 potential sources of 
contamination within the GBIS corridor have either soil or 
groundwater contamination. The Pollywog site was not one of the 
sites. In addition, detailed soil sampling of specific locations 
considered for the GBIS alignments will be performed once an 
alignment and specific aboveground construction locations are 
approved by the decisionmakers. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-32 

The potential for the proposed GBIS project component to impact 
geology and soils is detailed in Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR. 

Response to Comment T4-33 

The potential for the proposed GBIS project component to impact 
geology/soils and hazards is detailed in Sections 3.9 and 3.10 of the 
Draft EIR, respectively. Further clarification is given in response to 
comment O6-7. 
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Response to Comment T4-34 

Comment noted. Regarding concerns about the potential for 
settlement during construction of GBIS in the Toluca Lake area refer 
to response to comment O1. 

Response to Comment T4-35 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comments AJ1-4, AJ1-19 and 
AJ1-21 regarding potential for conflicts between the proposed GBIS 
alignments and equestrian uses. In addition, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR for a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. 
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Response to Comment T4-36 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-19 regarding designation of 
Pollywog. In addition, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft 
site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-37 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-38 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of 
the objectives of the IRP projects is to meet projected wastewater 
system needs of the City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., 
City of Burbank); thereby maintaining infrastructure required for 
quality of life. Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (either North or 
South alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, a 
portion of which is currently located in the City of Burbank, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently serviced 
by the NOS; therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to 
infrastructure. 

Response to Comment T4-39 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-2, AJ1-28, AJ1-30 and AJ1-33 
for an additional discussion regarding potential contaminated soil 
associated with the GBIS alignments. In addition, as described in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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T4-39
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Response to Comment T4-40 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-6 for an additional discussion of 
odors relative to the Valley Heart/Pollywog site. In addition, as 
described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-41 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-42 

Comment noted. The potential for the proposed GBIS project 
component to impact adjacent land uses, such as recreational, is 
detailed under various issue areas of Section 3.16 of the Draft EIR. 
Even the nearest shaft site to the Los Angeles Zoo, in the Los Angeles 
Zoo parking lot, would be far enough from the zoo that impacts are 
not anticipated. In addition, potential impacts to biology were 
described in Section 3.5 of the Draft EIR. 
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Response to Comment T4-43 

The person from the City of Burbank that participated in the Facilities 
Plan stakeholder process (Steering Group) was/is Rodney Anderson. 
During the development of the IRP Alternatives, the City of Burbank 
was aware of general concepts of GBIS and NEIS II, but not specific 
alignments. 
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Response to Comment T4-44 

As described in Section 1 of the DEIR, City of Los Angeles staff has 
identified the Recommended Alternative (including the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment and shaft sites) prior to certification 
of the Final EIR. No attempt to pursue easements would occur until 
the decisionmakers approve and certify an alignment. 
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Response to Comment T4-45 

No negotiations regarding easements are made until the City of 
Los Angeles decisionmakers have approved a project and certified the 
environmental document. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-45(B) 

Comment noted. 

T4-45(B)
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Response to Comment T4-46 

A notice announcing the availability of the Notice of Preparation of 
the Draft EIR was published in the Los Angeles Times, on July 29, 
2004. In addition, a public scoping meeting was held. Since the 
release of the Draft EIR, several forms of public notification have 
occurred, as well as four public hearings were held throughout the 
City of Los Angeles (which included this hearing). For details refer to 
Section 1.2 of this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment T4-47 

The potential for the proposed GBIS alignments to impact air quality 
(including air toxics) is detailed in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR. No 
evidence has been provided and no evidence has been found that 
would indicate that cancer occurrences have any connection with the 
project or proposed project sites. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-48 

Comment noted. Regarding concerns about the potential for 
settlement during construction of GBIS in the Toluca Lake area refer 
to response to comment O1. As described in Section 2.2 of the Draft 
EIR, a majority of the construction and operation of the proposed 
sewer infrastructure (including both GBIS alignments) would occur 
belowground. The portion of the proposed GBIS South Alignment 
that the commenter is referring to is the proposed sewer alignment 
between the Barham Shaft Site and Weddington Park site. With the 
exception of limited construction associated with maintenance holes, 
construction of this section of sewer would be belowground; hence, 
no impact is anticipated to Toluca Lake. 
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Response to Comment T4-49 

A very small portion of the GBIS south alignment could extend 
beneath the eastern edge of the Lakeside Golf Course. Refer to 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for additional details. 
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Response to Comment T4-50 

No above ground construction is proposed in the golf course; 
therefore, no impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is required. 
Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-50(B) 

The staff recommended GBIS Alignment avoids Pollywog park (see 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-51 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-52 

Comment noted. Regarding concerns about the potential for 
settlement during construction of GBIS in the Toluca Lake area refer 
to response to comment O1. Refer to response to comment O21-1 
regarding concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. As detailed in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the City is recommending the 
Caltrans Maintenance Yard as the western terminus of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Response to Comment T4-52(B) 

The staff recommended GBIS Alignment avoids Pollywog park (see 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-53 

Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR regarding the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-54 

In general, the placement of sewers aboveground or within existing 
water ways is not recommended for safety reasons. Refer to response 
to comment AJ31-2 regarding a suggested Los Angeles River route. 
Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR regarding the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-55 

A notice announcing the availability of the Notice of Preparation of 
the EIR was published in the Los Angeles Times, on July 29, 2004. In 
addition, a public scoping meeting was held. Since the release of the 
DEIR, several forms of public notification occurred, as well as four 
public hearings were held throughout the City of Los Angeles (which 
included this hearing). For details, refer to Section 1.2 of this Final 
EIR. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-56 

Since the release of the Draft EIR, several forms of public notification 
occurred, and four public hearings were held throughout the City of 
Los Angeles. For details on the public outreach for the Draft EIR, 
refer to Section 1.2 of this Final EIR. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T4-57 

Refer to response to comment AJ31-2 regarding a suggested Los 
Angeles River route. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR 
regarding the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T4-58 

The potential for the proposed GBIS alignments to impact local 
geology and soils is addressed in Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR. In 
addition, regarding concerns associated with construction of GBIS in 
the Toluca Lake area refer to response to comment O1. Comment 
noted. 
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