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Response to Comment T2-1 

Comment noted. It should be noted that under Section 15168 (c) (5) 
of the CEQA Guidelines, a Program EIR is the appropriate 
environmental document for an agency program or series of actions 
that can be characterized as one large project. As described in 
response to comment AJ1-26, throughout the development of the IRP 
Facilities Plan and the IRP EIR, the City has made concerted efforts 
to involve key stakeholders and concerned public in the process. The 
commenter is also referred to responses to comments AJ1-1, AJ13-1, 
and O28-1 (public comment period); O6-1 (public hearings); and 
O22-4 (public outreach), which address the commenter's concerns 
regarding the public participation process associated with the IRP 
Draft EIR. Additionally, as discussed in response to comment 
AJ1-26, the Draft EIR evaluates all four Project Alternatives, which 
include both program- and project-level components, at a co-equal 
level to facilitate full consideration and disclosure of impact. The 
consideration of the four alternatives at a coequal level of analysis 
facilitates full disclosure of impacts and adheres to the City's 
objectives of obtaining robust public comments to aid in the 
identification of the alternative that best meets engineering design 
needs and addresses public concerns. 

Response to Comment T2-2 

The Draft EIR adequately analyzed the project-level components and 
the four Project Alternatives. Program-level components were 
qualitatively analyzed and will undergo future environmental review 
once the project-level component design is developed (Sections 1.2.2 
and 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR). 
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Response to Comment T2-3 

Because each Project Alternative is a system-wide integrated 
alternative developed with stakeholder input, they represent different 
combinations of facilities and strategies to meet the IRP objectives. 
The Project Alternatives emphasize different approaches to meet the 
objectives such as emphasizing wastewater treatment capacity 
upstream in the system versus downstream in the system. It should be 
noted that the City will use a trigger-flow concept to identify when 
facilities would be improved, and that if conditions change in the 
future, additional options for addressing the conditions would be 
considered at that time. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T2-4 

Comment noted. The IRP presents four Project Alternatives to meet 
the future wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the 
year 2020, while integrating recycled water and runoff systems. The 
benefit of water conservation, reuse and replenishment is inherent in 
many of the goals and objectives of the IRP (Section 1.3 of Draft 
EIR). The potential benefits of these water management components 
(identified as potential ranges in the reduction of potable water usage 
in various portions of Section 2 of the Draft EIR) will be used as a 
factor in determining the Recommended Alternative (refer to 
Section 1.5 of this Final EIR). As for the project construction 
enhancing jobs, comment noted. Although the IRP components were 
based on an extensive facilities plan/process, the components carried 
through as components analyzed in the Draft EIR do not limit or 
hinder the City from pursuing other alternatives or methods of water 
conservation or management. Regarding potential sources of funding, 
as triggers (i.e., demand or regulatory drivers) result in the need to 
implement the components of the project as certified, then sources of 
funding can be reviewed and pursued as appropriate. 
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Response to Comment T3-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comments AJ1-4 and AJ1-19 
for an additional discussion regarding Pollywog. As described in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. 
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Response to Comment T3-2 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T3-3 

As described in Section 3.7 of the Draft EIR, in March 2005, 
interested Native American individuals and tribes identified by the 
Native American Heritage Commission were contracted. Information 
gathered during the record search, limited archival research, site 
inspections, and Native American consultation are summarized in 
Section 3.7 of the Draft EIR. Mitigation measures are included in the 
Draft EIR that include a Cultural Resources Monitoring Plan that 
consists of Native American coordination (CUL-MM-8) and further 
documentation/coordination of the presence or absence of traditional 
cultural properties for program-level components (CUL-MM-11). 
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Response to Comment T3-4 

As analyzed in detail in Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR, the proposed 
construction of a shaft site in the Los Angeles Zoo parking lot, as part 
of both NEIS II and GBIS components of the IRP project, would 
result in the displacement of approximately 225 parking spaces for 
several years. Even with implementation of TRA-MM-3, there could 
be a residual significant impact during construction. The operation of 
an ATF at either the Los Angeles Zoo or Observatory Annex parking 
lots would result in a permanent loss of 30 parking spaces. In order to 
reduce this potentially significant impact to a level less than 
significant, the project includes a mitigation measure (TRA-MM-8) 
that would reconfigure the Los Angeles Zoo or Observatory Annex 
parking lots to provide an equivalent number of spaces. Therefore, the 
project is not expected to have a long-term impact on the planning 
efforts associated with the Griffith Park Master Plan. In addition, as 
noted in comment O16, from the Los Angeles Zoo Department, the 
Pecan Grove is the preferred location for aboveground GBIS 
activities, which is the reason that the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment includes that shaft site. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T3-5 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T3-6 

The proposed Valley Heart Shaft Site and ATF are on land designated 
as open space. As addressed in Section 3.12.3.3 of the Draft EIR, 
operation of permanent aboveground structures (i.e., ATFs) within 
designated open space or public facilities would not be a conforming 
use and would require a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Therefore, 
the successful issuance of a CUP would reduce land use consistency 
impacts to less than significant. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 
for an additional discussion of potential environmental impacts at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. In addition, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not 
include a shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Response to Comment T3-7 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T3-8 

Comment noted. Section 3.16 and Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR 
identifies potential recreation and parking impacts, respectively, 
within Griffith Park. In addition, the shaft proposed for Elysian Park 
was part of another sewer project that was previously analyzed in a 
different EIR. 
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Response to Comment T3-9 

Alternative 1 was identified as the Environmentally Superior 
Alternative in the Draft EIR based on the adverse impacts identified 
in the EIR. CEQA requires the identification of significant impacts of 
a project, and because significance thresholds are predicated on 
adverse impacts, EIRs generally focus on adverse impacts. The 
Environmentally Superior Alternative, therefore, uses adverse 
impacts as the basis for its identification. However, all of the Project 
Alternatives would provide additional benefits, and these benefits 
have been considered in the identification of the Recommended 
Alternative (refer to Section 1.5 of this Final EIR). 

Response to Comment T3-10 

Refer to response to comment T3-9. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T3-11 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T3-12 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T3-13 

As the commenter mentioned, LADWP's Conservation Program has 
identified various alternatives and methods to manage water. The IRP 
is a plan for the City of Los Angeles to provide for its future 
wastewater needs, while integrating water management techniques. 
The IRP does not limit or hinder the City from further pursuing other 
alternatives or methods of water conservation or management. 
Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T3-14 

Comment noted. Refer to Section 1.5 of this Final EIR regarding the 
identification and rationalization behind the Recommended 
Alternative. 
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