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Response to Comment T1-1 

The IRP does not include reservoirs as a component. Security at 
Hyperion, Tillman and LAG is discussed in Section 3.15 of the Draft 
EIR. Additional discussion regarding security concerns can be found 
in the response to the Homeowners of Encino (O7-15). Comment 
noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-2 

Comment noted. As described in detail in Section 1.6 of the Draft 
EIR, the City of Los Angeles has undertaken an extensive public 
outreach and coordination effort prior to and during the preparation of 
both the Facilities Plan and the Draft EIR. For instance, a notice 
announcing the availability of the Notice of Preparation of the EIR 
was published in the Los Angeles Times, on July 29, 2004. In 
addition, a public scoping meeting was held. Since the release of the 
Draft EIR, several forms of public notification occurred, as well as 
four public hearings were held throughout the City of Los Angeles. 
For details of public outreach associated with the Draft EIR refer to 
Section 1.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Response to Comment T1-2(B) 

Regarding a response to your concerns over the GBIS North 
Alignment, refer to response to the City of Burbank comments – AJ1, 
AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, and AJ36. In addition, the City has 
combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has selected this 
alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for approval (see 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-3 

Regarding a response to your concerns over the GBIS North 
Alignment, refer to response to the City of Burbank comments – AJ1, 
AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, and AJ36. In addition, the City has 
combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has selected this 
alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for approval (see 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-4 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. As detailed in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the City is recommending the 
Caltrans Maintenance Yard as the western terminus of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Response to Comment T1-5 

Comment noted. Several engineering factors went into the siting of 
the proposed sewer shaft sites and aboveground structures (e.g., 
location related to area needing infrastructure, public vs. private 
rights-of-way, vacant parcels, access for construction and operation, 
etc.).Various issue and resource portions of Section 3 of the Draft EIR 
address in detail the potential impacts of the construction of shaft sites 
and the operation of aboveground facilities (i.e., ATFs) as it relates to 
the potential aesthetic (Section 3.2 of Draft EIR), land use 
(Section 3.12) and recreational impacts (Section 3.16) on adjacent 
land uses. Project features and mitigation measures (such as 
AES-MM-3, AES-MM-4, REC-MM-3 and REC-MM-5) have been 
included to reduce the impacts. In addition, refer to response to 
comment AJ1-4 regarding the potential environmental effects of the 
proposed shaft site and ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. As described 
in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment T1-6 

Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR addresses potential odor impacts 
associated with wastewater infrastructure (i.e., treatment plants and 
ATFs). Refer to response to comment AJ1-6 regarding the potential 
odor effects associated with the proposed shaft site and ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-7 

Comment noted. The potential impacts associated with the 
construction (i.e. shaft sites) and operation (i.e., ATFs) of the sewer 
on adjacent land uses is described in detail in Section 3 of the Draft 
EIR, and where appropriate includes project features and mitigation 
measures to reduce impacts. Measures include constructing a 20-foot-
high construction barrier and placing the shaft site furthest from 
residences and recreational uses as possible. Refer to response to 
comments AJ1-4, AJ1-15 and AJ36-10 for an additional discussion of 
the potential impacts associated with the Valley Heart Shaft Site, 
including vibration and equestrian impacts. As described in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. 
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Response to Comment T1-8 

Comment noted. The potential for the proposed GBIS project 
component to impact adjacent land uses, including recreation, is 
detailed in Sections 3.12 and 3.16 of the Draft EIR, respectively. 
Measures have been included for the various issues and resources to 
reduce potential impacts during construction and operation, For 
instance, as detailed in Sections 3.2.4.4 and 3.16.2.3 of the Draft EIR, 
the potential impacts of the shaft sites and operational features (i.e., 
ATFs) related the proposed sewer alignments include various 
mitigation measures to reduce impacts on recreation and recreational 
users, such as the placement of the shaft site as far from residences 
and recreational uses as possible. Refer to response to comments 
AJ1-4 and AJ1-19 for an additional discussion regarding Pollywog. 
As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF 
at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Response to Comment T1-9 

The IRP presents four Project Alternatives to meet the future 
wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the year 2020, 
while integrating recycled water and runoff systems. The benefit of 
water conservation, reuse and replenishment is inherent in many of 
the goals and objectives of the IRP (as described in Section 1.3 of 
Draft EIR), and several of the proposed program-level components 
are water conservation measures (i.e., smart irrigation and recycled 
water reuse); however, the emphasis of this project is wastewater. As 
described in Section 4.2.4 of the Draft EIR, the proposed 
infrastructure improvements of whichever alternative is chosen would 
be based on “trigger” flows that would drive the timing of the 
construction of the improvements. Water conservation efforts would 
help drive these trigger flows. Though the IRP components were 
based on an extensive facilities plan process, the components carried 
through as components analyzed in the Draft EIR do not limit or 
hinder the City from pursuing other alternatives or methods of water 
conservation or management. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-10 

Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR addressed Environmental Justice issues. 
In addition, as described in Section 4.2.4 of the Draft EIR, the 
proposed infrastructure improvements of whichever alternative is 
chosen would be based on “trigger” flows that would drive the timing 
of the construction of the improvements. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-10(B) 

The IRP presents four Project Alternatives to meet the future 
wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the year 2020, 
while integrating recycled water and runoff systems. The benefit of 
water conservation, recycled water reuse, and possible groundwater 
replenishment is inherent in many of the goals and objectives of the 
IRP (as described in Section 1.3 of Draft EIR) and are included in the 
Project Alternatives described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR. If the 
City decides to pursue groundwater replenishment in the future, use 
of the East Valley Water Reclamation facilities to distribute advanced 
treated recycled water (MF/RO/UV) will be considered at that time. 
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Response to Comment T1-11 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. As detailed in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the City is recommending the 
Caltrans Maintenance Yard as the western terminus of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. 



3 (Transcripts) –39  
 Integrated Resources Plan 
WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Transcripts_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter T1. Signatory – Van Nuys Transcript   

Page 39 

 



3 (Transcripts) –40  
 Integrated Resources Plan 
WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Transcripts_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter T1. Signatory – Van Nuys Transcript   

Page 40 

Response to Comment T1-12 

Potential impacts to Griffith Park are discussed in Section 3.16, 
Recreation, of the Draft EIR. Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR discusses 
the Steering Group involvement in the IRP alternatives development 
process. In addition, refer to Appendix B of the IRP Facilities Plan for 
a summary of the Steering Group process. 
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Response to Comment T1-13 

As described in detail in Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR, contaminated 
soil and groundwater is expected to be encountered during the 
installation of the proposed NEIS II and GBIS alignments. These 
affected areas are well delineated for groundwater contamination, 
which is currently undergoing cleanup by the EPA and other state 
agencies, including the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
Although the construction of the NEIS II and GBIS components 
could require dewatering, which could expose the public or the 
environment to hazardous materials, this hazard would be reduced to 
less than significant by following applicable regulations (i.e., Health 
and Safety Plans, OSHA guidelines). In addition, if avoidance of 
contaminated soil and groundwater plumes (by going around or 
tunneling below in bedrock) is not feasible, water produced by 
dewatering will be tested and treated prior to discharge, and 
construction methods that minimize dewatering (such as earth-
pressure-balance tunneling) will be used. All of these methods were 
successfully used during the recent NEIS-ERIS project. In addition, 
refer to response to comments AJ1-2, AJ1-28 through AJ1-30 and 
AJ1-33 for an additional discussion of the potential for groundwater 
contamination along the GBIS alignments. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T1-14 

The City of Los Angeles is responsible for managing wastewater 
generated at residential, commercial, and industrial land uses in its 
service areas. Because no wastewater is generated in unpopulated 
areas, no wastewater infrastructure is proposed for unpopulated areas. 
In addition, as the proposed NEIS II and GBIS are intended to relieve 
the existing NOS, one of the most important considerations for the 
new sewer is that it be in proximity of the existing NOS and 
wastewater users. Comment noted.
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Response to Comment T1-15 

Comment noted. The IRP Project Alternatives include the use of treatment wetlands and/or capture and percolation strategies to manage urban runoff. 
These components, described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR, would remove pollutants from urban runoff. 

Response to Comment T1-16 

The IRP presents four Project Alternatives to meet the future wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the year 2020, while integrating 
recycled water and runoff systems. Although the IRP is mostly focused on the wastewater system, the benefit of water conservation, reuse and 
replenishment is inherent in many of the goals and objectives of the IRP (as described in Section 1.3 of Draft EIR), and several of the proposed program-
level components are water conservation measures (i.e., smart irrigation and recycled water reuse), which would help indirectly in the reduction of a 
portion of the water that is treated by the wastewater system. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-17 

The transcripts are available as part of this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment T1-18 

As described in Section 1.4 of the Draft EIR, the assessment of the 
City of Los Angeles' infrastructure and future needs is an ongoing 
process, which culminated with the IRP Facilities Plan process, which 
included an extensive public outreach. The EIR process has also been 
ongoing, with the first public outreach occurring July 20, 2004. In 
addition, as described in Section 1.2 of this Final EIR, an additional 
32 days was provided to facilitate further public review of the Draft 
EIR. Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-19 

The IRP is a joint project between the City of Los Angeles' 
Department of Public Works, Bureau of Sanitation, and the 
Department of Water and Power. The Project Alternatives are 
intended to provide necessary public wastewater facilities to protect 
public health and safety, while also integrating the water resource 
needs of the City. The City is committed to meeting its 
responsibilities in a fiscally responsible manner. 
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Response to Comment T1-20 

The transcripts are available as part of this Final EIR. 
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Response to Comment T1-21 

The IRP is intended to meet future wastewater needs of the City and 
contract agencies while also integrating future water resources needs, 
which includes water recycling, capture and reuse measures. 

Response to Comment T1-22 

The stakeholder from Burbank was/is Rodney Anderson, who is a 
member of the Steering Group and participated in many workshops. 
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Response to Comment T1-23 

The proposed GBIS sewer (and associated facilities, such as ATFs) 
would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which would reduce 
odors and potential spills in the Rancho Burbank area. Comment 
noted. 
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Response to Comment T1-24 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of 
the objectives of the IRP projects is to meet projected wastewater 
system needs of the City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., 
City of Burbank), thereby maintaining infrastructure required for 
quality of life. Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (either North or 
South alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, 
which would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank area; therefore, 
the new sewer would be an improvement to the areas infrastructure. 
As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the City has 
combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), have selected 
this alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for approval. 
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Response to Comment T1-25 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or 
ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Response to Comment T1-26 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment T1-27 

Comment noted. 
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