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Letter O1. Signatory – Greater Toluca Lake 
Neighborhood Council 

Response to Comment O1-1 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives of 
the IRP is meet the projected wastewater system needs of the City of 
Los Angeles and its contract agencies. To meet this objective, the 
City must provide adequate wastewater conveyance and treatment to 
ensure public health and safety of all system users and of the public 
as a whole. One of the purposes of NEIS II and GBIS is to provide 
hydraulic relief to the existing NOS, which conveys wastewater 
flows from the San Fernando Valley, including wastewater generated 
in the Cities of Burbank and Glendale, to one or more treatment 
plants. Because these new sewers would relieve flows in the NOS, 
they must be located in the vicinity of the existing NOS. The NEIS II 
and GBIS alignments described in Sections 2.2.1.9 and 2.2.1.10, 
respectively, of the Draft EIR are considered reasonable alignments 
because they are generally located in the vicinity of the existing 
NOS, they would provide hydraulic relief to the NOS, and would 
directly meet the objective of protecting public health and safety for 
the areas served by the NOS. In addition, sewers are a key 
infrastructure that supports every type of land use in the City; 
therefore, sewers are sited close to where wastewater is generated, 
which means sewers are located in residential, commercial, and/or 
industrial areas. 

Specific to Toluca Lake, the portion of the existing NOS in the 
Toluca Lake area extends beneath Valley Spring Lane, which is also 
the proposed route for the GBIS South Alignment. The NOS was 
built in the later 1930s and is in need of hydraulic relief and portions 
will require rehabilitation. The City intends to rehabilitate the 
existing NOS. However, because rehabilitation would reduce 
hydraulic capacity, and hydraulic relief is imperative for the NOS, 
construction of GBIS is needed before the existing NOS can be 
rehabilitated. 

Short-term construction associated with the Project Alternatives 
would be disruptive to adjacent properties. As described in detail 
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in Section 2.2.1.9 and Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR, however, a 
majority of the construction (as well as operation) of the proposed 
sewer infrastructure would occur belowground. The majority of 
construction activities would be localized and occur at the shaft 
sites, while limited surface construction impacts would occur at 
various locations along the alignment associated with surface 
grouting, maintenance holes, drop structures, diversion structures 
and ATFs. All reasonable efforts have been made to reduce impacts 
to the public and Section 3 of the Draft EIR discloses and mitigates 
the impacts associated with construction, as appropriate. Refer to 
Table ES-1 of the Executive Summary of the Draft EIR and Final 
EIR for a summary of the potential impacts by resource area, 
mitigation measures added to reduce impacts, and any impacts 
remaining after mitigation, as detailed in Section 3 of the Draft EIR. 

Regarding concerns about the potential for surface settlement during 
construction of GBIS in the Toluca Lake area, there is always a 
potential for settlement with underground construction, and although 
mitigation measures will be applied to limit the potential for surface 
settlement, a residual significant impact has been identified in 
Section 3.9.3.3 of the Draft EIR. The detailed discussion of 
settlement issues is under the Impact GEO-2 discussion on 
page 3.9-52 of the Draft EIR. Based on the potential surface 
settlement impacts, mitigation measures were required and described 
on page 3.9.53 of the Draft EIR to minimize the potential for surface 
settlement. However, even with mitigation, the potential for surface 
settlement cannot be completely eliminated (see page 3.9-54 of Draft 
EIR). The City has reassessed mitigation measure GEO-MM-2, 
which limits surface settlement to 0.75-inch, and has added a goal to 
further limit surface settlement along the tunnel to 0.50-inch, which 
would further minimize the potential for surface settlement (see 
Section 2 of this Final EIR). In addition, as described on page 3.9-53 
of the Draft EIR, numerous other measures to control surface 
settlement would be applied, including compaction grouting to fill 
voids in the soil, grouting in advance of the tunnel to provide 
adequate soil support, monitoring surface settlement along the 
alignments, conducting preconstruction surveys of structures along 
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the alignment, requiring tunnel monitoring during construction, and specifying types of tunneling machines that could further minimize the potential for 
surface settlement. Using these measures, the City has successfully completed the construction of numerous large sewer tunneling projects with minimal 
surface settlement impacts, including the North Outfall Relief Sewer (NORS), North Outfall Sewer - East Central Interceptor Sewer (NOS-ECIS), and the 
Northeast Interceptor Sewer (NEIS). The MTA projects were different than the sewer projects. The MTA projects included dual (two) tunnels side by side, 
larger diameter, shallower and used an open-shield tunneling machine. NEIS II and GBIS would be a single tunnel, would be deeper than the MTA 
projects, and would use an earth pressure balance machine that would control potential for surface settlement and therefore generally pose less of a 
potential for surface settlement than the past MTA projects. This method of limiting surface settlement has been applied successfully in the past with the 
NORS, NOS-ECIS, and NEIS I sewers. 

The Project Alternatives are an infrastructure improvement project. By providing relief to the existing NOS and a new sewer to the area, the GBIS 
component would provide a benefit to the area and is critical for maintaining long-term sustainability of the local residential and business uses.  

As mentioned above, similar to the existing NOS and other sewers (i.e., Valley Outfall Relief Sewer) and conveyance facilities in Valley Spring Lane, the 
proposed sewer needs to be located in the vicinity of the users, which includes residential, as well as industrial and commercial land uses. As such, the 
proposed NEIS II and GBIS alignments are appropriate and represent a reasonable range of options that meet the objectives and needs. For additional 
information on the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, see Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. Comments noted. 
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Letter O2. Signatory – Toluca Lake 
Homeowners Association 

Response to Comment O2-1 

Refer to response to comment O1 for a discussion of why the 
existing NEIS II and GBIS alignments were chosen for analysis. As 
described in detail in Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR, the GBIS 
South Alignment would be under Forest Lawn Drive (between Zoo 
Drive and Barham Boulevard). Regarding a Los Angeles River 
alignment, see response to comment AJ31-2. In addition, 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment, which would minimize impacts to residences in 
Toluca Lake. Comment noted. 
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Letter O5. Signatory – Mono Lake 
Committee 

Response to Comment O5-1 

The dates for the public hearings were included in the Notice of 
Availability for the Draft EIR. Refer to Section 1.3 of this Final EIR 
for a detailed discussion of the public outreach and notice conducted 
for the Draft EIR. 
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Response to Comment O6-1 

This introductory comment is noted. The specific comment on the 
impacts to the Lakeside Golf Club are addressed in response to 
Petition 3. Additional and specific responses to the content of the 
comment letter are addressed in the responses to comments O6-2 
through O6-16. 

Response to Comment O6-2 

As discussed in Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR, the GBIS 
alignment is presented in terms of two alignments that are referred 
to as the GBIS North Alignment and the GBIS South Alignment. 
These two GBIS alignments were selected for consideration as 
they accomplish the project goals of protecting the public health 
and safety by providing adequate wastewater conveyance capacity. 
Both GBIS alignments would be constructed using tunneling 
methods. The depths of the various sewer components are provided 
throughout Section 2 of the Draft EIR. The Draft EIR does not 
state that the GBIS would range in depth from 15 feet to 180 feet. 
Rather, the Draft EIR (on page 2-44 in Section 2.2.1.10 states that 
the depth of GBIS could be up to 120 feet below the ground 
surface. The Draft EIR (page 2-32 in Section 2.2.1.9) further states 
that NEIS II could be up to 180 feet below the ground surface, and 
that the VSLIS could be 15 feet below the ground surface if 
constructed using open trench methods and up to 115 feet below 
the ground surface if tunneling methods are used to construct the 
sewer (se page 2-47 of the Draft EIR). It should be noted that 
GBIS would not be constructed at depths as shallow as 15 feet 
below the ground surface, as indicated in the comment letter. 
Rather, GBIS would be substantially deeper, with a minimum 
depth of approximately 50 feet below the ground surface. The 
exact depth of GBIS at particular points along either alignment has 
not yet been determined for several reasons: (1) the various 
elevations of alignments affect the depths that can be introduced at 
the downstream terminus of GBIS (which is the upstream end of 
NEIS II), and (2) various engineering design parameters are 
applied along the alignment. An engineering profile with exact 
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depths along the selected GBIS alignment will be determined during the design phase following approval of a GBIS alignment and NEIS II alignment for 
implementation. 

Regarding the comment that the Draft EIR does not describe the project is specific terms or identifies a preferred alternative route; the Draft EIR describes 
and evaluated four distinct Project Alternatives at a co-equal level. Each Project Alternative includes the GBIS component, for which there are two 
proposed alignments. Both of the GBIS alignments are described in Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR. The impact evaluations of the Project Alternatives 
include a discussion of the impacts associated with the two alignments of the GBIS component. 

Response to Comment O6-3 

Regarding a Los Angeles River alignment, refer to response to comment AJ31-2. 
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Response to Comment O6-4 

The Draft EIR presents four Project Alternatives to meet the future 
wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the year 
2020 and integrates the recycled water and the runoff systems. 
Each of the alternatives is a combination of project- and program-
level components that would feasibly accomplish the wastewater, 
water recycling and runoff management goals and objectives of the 
IRP (Section 1.3 of Draft EIR). The Project Alternatives 
emphasize different approaches to meet the project objectives such 
as emphasizing wastewater treatment capacity upstream in the 
system versus downstream in the system. In lieu of analyzing one 
project in detail and project alternatives qualitatively, the IRP 
Draft EIR co-equally analyzed the four Project Alternatives. As 
described in Section 1.2.2 of the Draft EIR, because the Project 
Alternatives are composed of various components from the IRP 
Facilities Plan, each alternative in the Draft EIR was evaluated at a 
co-equal level. Unlike the referenced court case, which was for a 
project that was not adequately identified or analyzed, the IRP 
Draft EIR specifically identified the four Project Alternatives as 
the potential Project. The Draft EIR adequately analyzed (in 
Section 3) the hard data associated with project-level components 
(near-term), and it conservatively and qualitatively analyzed the 
more conceptual program-level components associated with each 
alternative. As addressed in Section 1.2.2 and Section 3.1.2, 
although program-level components were evaluated in the Draft 
EIR, subsequent environmental analysis and public review would 
be conducted after specific project-level information is available. 
Additionally, unlike the referenced court case, the Draft EIR 
analyzed “alternatives” in detail as they would be co-equally 
considered for the selection of the Recommended Alternative prior 
to certification of this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment O6-5 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-28. 
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Response to Comment O6-6 

As discussed in the response to the City of Burbank (AJ1-6), the odor setting presented in the Draft EIR has been updated to reflect the odor complaints in 
the vicinity of the Valley Heart Shaft Site. As discussed in Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft EIR (discussion of odor impacts under significance threshold 
AQ-3), the ATF at the Valley Heart Shaft Site could result in significant odor impacts. Although mitigation has been identified and includes locating the 
ATFs at least 100 feet from sensitive receptors (AQ-MM-7 described on page 3.4-137) and establishing a stack concentration limit for hydrogen sulfide 
that is equal to or less than 0.5 ppm, a significant residual impact is identified. Contrary to the comment, hydrogen sulfide levels are not expected to 
exceed the air quality standards, as shown in the footnote “b” in Table 3.4-51 on page 3.4-108. The footnote identifies that the significance threshold of 
11.26 micrograms per cubic meter is less than California Ambient Air Quality Standard for hydrogen sulfide, which is 42 micrograms per cubic meter. The 
Draft EIR addresses and discusses potential odor impacts of the Project Alternatives, in compliance with CEQA. 

Response to Comment O6-7 

The potential for liquefaction was analyzed in detail in Section 3.9.3.2 (page 3.9-35) of the Draft EIR. As stated in that section, much of the GBIS 
alignments fall within liquefaction overlay zones; however, GBIS would be located at depths below the actual liquefaction zones. Therefore, the potential 
for impacts from a liquefaction hazard is very low to nonexistent and the scenario described by the commenter is not expected to occur. Furthermore, 
compliance with design and/or construction recommendations in the project-level geotechnical study (as described on page 3.9-51) that would be prepared 
as standard practice during the predesign process would ensure that potential liquefaction-related impacts are kept at acceptable levels. 

Response to Comment O6-8 

See response to comment O1 for a discussion on the potential settlement associated with GBIS. In addition, the GBIS South Alignment would not go 
under the Toluca Lake; hence, no impact is expected to the Lake. Use of an earth pressure balance machine (as described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR), 
would prevent substantial amounts of groundwater from entering the tunnel; therefore, no significant impacts are anticipated. 
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Response to Comment O6-9 

As described in detail in Section 3.11 of the Draft EIR, during 
construction the tunnel could serve as a pathway for contaminated 
groundwater if space is left between the tunnel pipe and 
surrounding soil. During the construction process, however, 
impermeable concrete-based grouting materials will be used to fill 
the void between the tunnel pipe and surrounding soil. The 
permeability of the grouting materials would be lower than that of 
the surrounding soil types, thereby reducing the possibility that the 
tunnel would serve as a preferential pathway for contamination 
migration. 

Response to Comment O6-10 

The City of Los Angeles makes all reasonable efforts to site 
infrastructure projects within public rights-of-way, and this 
objective is noted in the objectives and criteria for selection of the 
Recommended Alternative, as discussed in Section 1.5 of this 
Final EIR. In instances where using public right-of-way is not 
feasible, such as for engineering or operational reasons, 
infrastructure must be located beneath private property. As 
discussed in Section 3.12.3.2 of the Draft EIR, the GBIS alignment 
(either the North or South alignment) could require the acquisition 
of permanent underground easements from private parties. 
Although the potential exists for use of private property for the 
alignment, the overall objective is to minimize such easements. It 
is not clear from the comment why the size and scope of any 
existing easements would be insufficient for the new construction. 

Response to Comment O6-11 

The commenter is correct. Section 3.13.3.2 of the Draft EIR 
identifies the number of sensitive receptors that would experience 
noise levels of 5 decibels or more during construction of NEIS II 
and GBIS. Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR also includes 
numerous mitigation measures to reduce noise impacts during 
construction, such as NV-MM-1 through NV-MM-5, which 
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includes noise attenuating devises, such as mufflers, curtains, noise control plans, notification and a 24-hour hotline for questions and concerns. As 
discussed in Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR, with implementation of mitigation measures, construction noise levels would not exceed 5 decibels at 
sensitive receptors. Construction of NEIS II and GBIS is expected to occur over a period of approximately 3 years for each sewer project. 

Response to Comment O6-12 

As detailed in Section 3.16.3.3 of the Draft EIR, no recreational resources in the area noted would be directly affected by aboveground construction of the 
GBIS alignment. The specific comment on the impacts to the Lakeside Golf Club is addressed in response to Petition 3. As stated above in response to 
comment O6-8, the nearest proposed component, the GBIS South Alignment, would not travel under or through the Toluca Lake; hence, no impact is 
expected to the Lake. Additionally, as detailed in Section 3.12 (starting page 3.12-13) of the Draft EIR, although the western portion of the GBIS 
alignments consists of commercial, residential and recreational uses, the proposed shaft sites, diversion structures and drop structures located in the Toluca 
Lake area is dominated by open space/recreational, industrial and commercial uses. In fact, the nearest shaft site to the Toluca Lake area, the Barham Shaft 
Site is currently an open space/vacant lot. As described in response to Petition 3, a majority of the construction (as well as operation) of the proposed 
sewer would occur belowground from construction shaft sites. The majority of construction activities would be localized and occur at the shaft sites, while 
limited surface construction impacts would occur at various locations along the alignment associated with surface grouting, maintenance holes, drop 
structures, diversion structures and ATFs (Section 2.2.1.9 and Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR). 

Response to Comment O6-13 

The comment states that several mitigation measures represent deferred mitigation. Discussed below are the specific mitigations noted in the comment and 
a discussion of why they are not deferred mitigations. The intent of the Executive Summary of the Draft EIR is to provide an overview for the reader and 
as such is a synopsis of the information presented in the Draft EIR. Whereas the commenter identified the mitigations only using the abbreviated notes on 
mitigation measures contained in the Executive Summary of the Draft EIR, the responses below notes the location in the Draft EIR and the specific 
measure incorrectly cited in the comment as deferred mitigation. 

BIO-MM-1: As described in Section 3.5.3.3 of the Draft EIR (page 3.5-42), this mitigation measure requires biological surveys of any proposed project 
site, if habitat suitable for raptor or other native bird species occurs on the site. Any active raptor or other bird nests observed will be mapped on 
construction plans. Additionally, a qualified biologist will determine the appropriate construction activity buffer, which is typically 300 to 500 feet, to 
allow construction to proceed while minimizing disturbance to the birds in the active nest. This is not deferred mitigation because it represents a specific 
commitment to mitigate and sets up parameters (i.e. pre-construction surveys and establishment of construction buffers to minimize impacts to nesting 
birds). This mitigation is proposed to ensure mitigation addresses conditions present prior to actual initiation of construction (surveys are required within 
7 to 30 days prior to construction) rather than determining the minimization activities based on conditions observed during preparation of the Draft EIR. 

BIO-MM-2: As described in Section 3.5.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure requires focused, protocol plant surveys to determine the absence or 
presence of special-status plants on any proposed project site. In the event a regionally important plant population is identified, mitigation would be 
required. Mitigation for special-status plants is determined through coordination and negotiation between appropriate resource agencies and the proposed 
project proponent and appropriate mitigation is developed on a case-by-case basis. Mitigation could include avoidance of the plants to the greatest extent 
possible (which includes total avoidance), relocation of specimens with monitoring/collection of seeds, or purchase of offsite habitat areas containing the 
observed special status plant species. Establishment of mitigation ratio (area of affected site versus area of mitigation site), timing of mitigation, 
performance standards for determining success, monitoring and reporting requirements, and remediation activities will be documented in a mitigation plan 
developed in coordination with the appropriate resources agency and implemented, as appropriate. This is not deferred mitigation because it represents a 
specific commitment to mitigate and sets up parameters (i.e. pre-construction surveys and development of a mitigation plan to implement that is specific to 
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site conditions and timing of project activities). This mitigation is proposed to ensure mitigation addresses conditions present prior to actual initiation of 
construction (species-specific protocol surveys are required) rather than determining the minimization activities based on conditions observed during 
preparation of the Draft EIR. 

BIO-MM-3: As described in section 3.5.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure requires surveys to determine the potential of the program-level 
components, once they are changed to site-specific components, to affect biological resources (special-status plants, wildlife, habitats, wetlands, and trees 
protected under local ordinances and policies). In the event biological resources are present on the selected project-level component site, alternate site 
locations or design modifications will be implemented to avoid biological resources. If avoidance cannot be implemented, consultation with agencies 
having jurisdiction over the resource will occur to identify case-by-case and/or species-specific mitigation, as applicable and appropriate. As mentioned 
previously, each program-level component will be subject to additional environmental review once site-specific plans are developed some time in the 
future. It is appropriate to develop site and component-specific mitigation once the specific location is selected and potential impacts to biological 
resources can be identified. This is not deferred mitigation (where an essential environmental study is deferred to the future); because the exact location of 
the program-level component is not known at this time and potential impacts will be addressed in future environmental review once the project-level 
component design is developed. 

BIO-MM-4: As described in Section 3.5.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure requires surveys for wetlands downstream of the diversion point and 
upstream of the effluent discharge point of the Dry Weather Runoff - Low Flow Diversions and Dry Weather Runoff - Urban Runoff Plants or Treatment 
Wetlands. See response to comment AJ3-45 for a detailed discussion as to why this mitigation measure is not deferred mitigation. 

BIO-MM-5: As described in Section 3.5.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure requires review of the City of Los Angeles tree ordinances and 
identification and quantification of the trees that need to be removed at the Riverside East Shaft Site or program-level component locations, as applicable. 
Additionally, any replacement requirements lists in the City of Los Angeles tree ordinance will be implemented as they apply to protected oak trees. As 
mentioned previously, each program-level component will be subject to additional environmental review once site-specific plans are developed some time 
in the future. It is appropriate to develop site and component-specific mitigation once the specific location is selected and potential impacts to biological 
resources can be identified. This is not deferred mitigation because replacement or relocation would be performed in compliance with the applicable 
ordinance provisions. Additionally, this is not deferred mitigation (where an essential environmental study is deferred to the future); because the exact 
location of the program-level component is not known at this time and potential impacts will be addressed in additional environmental review once the 
project-level component design is developed. 

WQ-MM-1: As described in Section 3.11.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure requires a pilot study to understand the effects of brine on 
downstream treatment processes and to establish operating parameters to prevent treatment process disruptions. See response to comment AJ3-48 for a 
detailed discussion as to why this mitigation measure is not deferred mitigation. 

GEO-MM-1: As described in Section 3.9.3.3 of the Draft EIR, once a NEIS II alignment has been selected, and during the design phase of the Project, a 
detailed subsurface investigation will be conducted. The geotechnical investigation will recommend specific design measures that will be incorporated into 
the design of the alignment that would further mitigate potential impacts from the fault crossing. This mitigation measure is a commitment by the City of 
Los Angeles to minimize potential impacts of crossing a fault. As stated in Section 3.9.3.3 of the Draft EIR (page 3.9-52), even with the incorporation of 
the mitigation measure, a remote potential still exists for residual impact. This mitigation measure is not deferred mitigation because it relies on established 
practices and parameters. 
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GEO-MM-2: As described in Section 3.9.3.3 of the Draft EIR, various performance standards are noted in GEO-MM-2 that would be applied to the 
construction of the sewer components of the Project Alternatives to minimize potential impacts from surface settlement. These performance standards 
include a numerical limit to surface settlement, 0.75-inch along the tunnel alignment. GEO-MM-2 has been modified to include a goal to further limit 
surface settlement to 0.50-inch (refer to Sections 2.1 and 2.4.9 of this Final EIR). This measure is a commitment by the City to minimize potential impacts 
and would be specified in the contract documents, The Draft EIR determines that there is a potentially significant residual impact (page 3.9-54), and 
therefore this measure is not deferred mitigation because it provides specific prescriptive standards relevant to settlement. 

HAZ-MM-1: As described in Section 3.10.3.3 of the Draft EIR, if the Recommended Alternative certified includes treatment wetlands (either 
Alternative 2 or Alternative 4), this mitigation measure would minimize potential vector-related impacts by implementing subsurface wetlands or by 
developing a vector control plan in coordination with the applicable vector control agency. Vector control plans would also be approved as being effective 
by the controlling agency. Because this measure would avoid potential mosquito breeding grounds or prepare and implement approved measures to control 
vectors as coordinated and developed with the applicable vector control agency, significant impacts are not anticipated. This measure represents a 
commitment by the City to ensure that vector issues are addressed in possible treatment wetlands projects relying on established parameters and guidelines 
(i.e., vector control agency established practices and parameters). In addition, as detailed in Section 1.2.2 and Section 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR, because the 
program-level components, such as treatment wetlands, do not have specific locations or design details identified; the program-level components will be 
subject to additional future environmental review. 

NV-MM-3: As described in Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR, prior to construction, the contractor would be required to submit a noise control plan to the 
City for approval and represents one or many noise and vibration mitigation measures. The plan specified under NV-MM-3 represents a more detailed 
means of incorporating the measures specified in NV-MM1 (requirement for attenuation devises on construction equipment) and NV-MM-2 (use of noise 
curtains at construction sites with line of sight to sensitive receptors), and will present the performance standards in the form of a noise control plan that 
will identify the physical manifestations of NV-MM-1 and NV-MM-2. Therefore, NV-MM-3 is not deferred mitigation. 

NV-MM-6: As described in Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure establishes a performance standard, or trigger, that must be met if 
program-level components, such as dry and wet weather URPs or ATFs are located nearby sensitive receptors. As with HAZ-MM-1, this measure 
represents a commitment by the City to ensure that potential noise issues are addressed for program-level components. As detailed in Section 1.2.2 and 
Section 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR, because the program-level components, such as dry and wet weather URPS and ATFs (for VSLIS), do not have specific 
locations or design details identified, the program-level components will be subject to additional future environmental review. In addition, NV-MM-6 
establishes a performance standard that would limit increases in noise levels at nearby sensitive receptors to 3 dBA. Committing to performance standards 
is not deferred mitigation. 

NV-MM-7: As described in Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR, this mitigation measure applies to the sewer alignments that would be constructed using 
tunneling methods, establishes performance standards for vibration that would apply to day and night construction, and also identifies possible measures 
that can be implemented to achieve the performance standards. Committing to performance standards is not deferred mitigation. 
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Response to Comment O6-14 

As a point of clarification, Alternatives 1 through 4 would add 
50 mgd, 31 mgd, 36 mgd, and 36 mgd, respectively. These 
proposed Hyperion Service Area capacities represent an increase 
over the current capacity (529 mgd) that ranges from 5.9 percent 
for Alternative 2 to 9.4 percent for Alternative 1. The existing 
capacity and the proposed capacities and their percentage increase 
were derived from the sections of the Draft EIR referenced in the 
comment letter. Section 2.3.2 of the Draft EIR discusses 
alternatives that were considered but withdrawn, and subsection 
2.3.2.2 discusses additional water conservation programs that 
LADWP could implement. As discussed in the Draft EIR, LADWP 
will continue to implement water conservation measures; however, 
given future population growth over the next 20 years, continued 
implementation of water conservation measures, as a stand-alone 
program, is not expected to offset future wastewater generation. As 
a consequence, implementing only water conservation measures is 
not likely to meet future water resource needs in the City, and there 
will likely be a need to manage future wastewater flows through 
facility improvements despite continued implementation of water 
conservation measures. The Project Alternatives developed as part 
of the facilities plan process and evaluated in the Draft EIR have 
been developed to meet future wastewater needs and are based on 
wastewater flow projections that in turn are based on SCAG 
population projections, per capita water usage, and other factors. 
Additionally, each Project Alternative includes increased recycled 
water usage (described in Section 2.2.2.2 of the Draft EIR), and 
water conservation measures such as smart irrigation (see 
Section 2.2.2.3 of the Draft EIR). As such, the Alternative analyzed 
at a co-equal level in the EIR represent a reasonable range of 
alternatives that meet the health and safety goals, wastewater 
system needs, and water resource goals, as described in Section 1.3 
(Project Objectives) of the Draft EIR. 
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Letter O6. Signatory – Lakeside Golf Club 

Page 6 

Response to Comment O6-15 

As discussed in the responses to your comments (O6-1 through 
O6-14), the Draft EIR is adequate. Regarding your comment on the 
Los Angeles River, see response to comment AJ31-2. 
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Letter O7. Signatory – Homeowners of 
Encino 
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Letter O7. Signatory – Homeowners of Encino 
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Letter O7. Signatory – Homeowners of Encino 

Page 3 

Response to Comment O7-1 
The comment did not specifically identify which significant impacts 
on the environment that were not fully addressed in the Draft EIR. 
Regarding the proposed Tillman storage tank, the impacts on 
recreation were identified in Section 3.16.2.3 of the Draft EIR 
(stating on page 3.16-36). The Draft EIR identified that construction 
of the wastewater storage at Tillman would result in the temporary 
elimination of the existing cricket field, which would be considered 
significant. Mitigation measure REC-MM-1 was included in the 
Draft EIR to mitigate the impacts associated with the relocation of 
the cricket field during construction of the wastewater storage at 
Tillman. Operation of the wastewater storage tank at Tillman would 
be belowground, thereby not precluding aboveground recreation (i.e., 
the cricket field). No ATFs are proposed in the Sepulveda Basin or at 
Tillman. However, as addressed in Section 3.16.2.3 of the Draft EIR, 
for several of the ATFs proposed for recreational areas a significant 
impact would remain in a permanent loss of recreational use even 
with implementation of REC-MM-3. City of Los Angeles staff and 
decisionmakers will consider the findings of the Draft EIR when 
approving and certifying the Recommended Alternative (including 
staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS alignments and shaft sites). If 
after considering this Final EIR, the decisionmakers find that the 
benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects, a Findings and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations will be required. 

Response to Comment O7-2 
All the Alternatives would have impacts on the environment and all 
would potentially involve program-level components in the San 
Fernando Valley. For those resource areas that would potentially 
have significant impacts remaining after mitigation, a majority of the 
issue areas (i.e., air quality, operational odors, cultural, fault crossing 
and settlement, recreation, and parking) are associated with the 
construction and operation of the either NEIS II and GBIS 
alignments, which are common to all the Alternatives. In fact, 
regarding operational odors, Alternative 1 was found to have a 
potentially significant impact remaining where Alternatives 2 
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through 4 was less than significant after mitigation. Refer to Table ES-1 in the Executive Summary of the Draft EIR for the summary of environmental 
effects. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O7-3 
Discussions of cumulative impacts are contained in Section 3 of the Draft EIR at the end of the impacts discussion under each resource area for each 
alternative. In summary, with implementation of mitigation, the Draft EIR found that there would be potential cumulative air quality, biological 
(operation), water quality (operation), and noise (construction). Regarding the reference to cumulative impacts in the Sepulveda Basin, the Draft EIR 
(Section 3.16.2.3 on page 3.16-36) discusses and identifies a potentially significant recreational impact related to the temporary loss of the cricket field 
during construction of storage at Tillman; however, this project-level impact would be mitigated with measure REC-MM-1 (described on page 3.16-39 of 
the Draft EIR), which would relocate the cricket field to a new location in the Sepulveda Basin prior to construction of the storage component. As 
discussed in Section 3.16.2.4 (Cumulative Impacts), none of the Related Project or Plans are expected to affect the same recreational areas that the Project 
Alternatives would affect, and no cumulative impacts are expected. This would also apply to the Sepulveda Basin, as a recreational area. As indicated in 
response to comment O7-1 above, City of Los Angeles staff and decisionmakers will consider the findings of the Draft EIR when approving and certifying 
the Recommended Alternative (including staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS alignments and shaft sites). If after considering this Final EIR, the 
decisionmakers find that the benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, a Findings and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations will be required. Mandatory Findings of Significance (CEQA Guidelines Section 15065) requires that a lead agency to prepare an EIR if it 
finds that a project may have a significant effect on the environment. This finding was made in the Notice of Preparation and the Draft EIR was 
subsequently prepared for the Project Alternatives. As noted in Section 1.2.2 and Section 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR, the program-level components will be 
subject to additional future environmental review and will be subject to Mandatory Findings of Significance. 

Response to Comment O7-4 
The Draft EIR identified various mitigation measures to reduce anticipated significant impacts. With the exception of two mitigation measures, AQ-MM-8 
and BIO-MM-5, all of the mitigation measures identified in the Draft EIR are not otherwise required by law, regulation, or rule. Mitigation measure 
AQ-MM-8 (described on page 3.4-137 of the Draft EIR) would set the stack concentration limit at ATFs for hydrogen sulfide at 0.5 ppm or other level 
specified by the SCAQMD. Although the ATFs will require permits to operate from the SCAQMD and are thus required by rule or regulation, no 
particular allowable stack limit for hydrogen sulfide is established. Rather, the stack limit will be determined by SCAQMD in the future. This measure is 
considered acceptable and valid under CEQA because it could mitigate potential odor impacts associated with ATFs. BIO-MM-5 requires that a qualified 
biologist survey and identify the types of trees that would be removed at the Riverside East Shaft Site or the sites of applicable program-level components, 
and if any oak trees would require removal, that compliance with the City's oak tree ordinance would occur. Mitigation measure BIO-MM-5 (described on 
page 3.5-47 of the Draft EIR) is considered acceptable under CEQA, as this measure would mitigate potentially significant impacts to protected trees. As a 
note, these two mitigation measures are not standard operating practices by developers; they are measures that are expressly required by the City in the 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (see Appendix G of this Final EIR). 

Regarding the comment that mitigations must go beyond those mandated by law, the majority of mitigation measures specified in the Draft EIR are indeed 
beyond those required by law, regulation, rule, or ordinance, as described in the paragraph above. Mitigation measures described in the Draft EIR are not 
merely measures that recite legally requirements measures; rather, many of them are measures that have been developed to mitigate specific and unique 
impacts identified in the Draft EIR. Measure REC-MM-1 described on page 3.16-39 of he Draft EIR is one such measure, and mitigates impacts to the 
Cricket Field in the Sepulveda Basin from the construction of storage at Tillman. In addition, some of the mitigation measures specified in the Draft EIR 
are standard practices that are typically implemented during project construction, such as TRA-MM-1 (which requires the preparation of traffic control 
plans and subsequent LADOT approval; see page 3.17-79 of the Draft EIR). However, because there is no guarantee that those standard practices would be 
implemented, they have been specified as mitigation in the Draft EIR to ensure their implementation in a manner that is verifiable and traceable 
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(Appendix G of this Final EIR contains the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program). This is consistent Section 15126.4(d)(2) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, which requires that mitigation measures be fully enforceable through permit conditions, agreements, or other legally binding instruments. 
Regarding the request to revise the findings in the Draft EIR, refer to the responses below. 

Response to Comment O7-5 
Section 2.2.1.3 through Section 2.2.1.6 of the Draft EIR describes in detail the assumptions on the area of disturbance for the proposed Tillman 
components. The only project-level component that would potentially result in impacts to the Sepulveda Basin would be Tillman Wastewater Storage. As 
shown in Figure 2-11 (page 2-49) and Figure 2-12 (page 2-53) of the Draft EIR, program-level components that could potentially be located Sepulveda 
Basin include recycled water lines, a low-flow diversion, an URP, and/or treatment wetlands. Section 3.4.3.2 of the Draft EIR, addresses the potential 
impacts associated with the construction of the Tillman Wastewater Storage and program-level components, in particular the potential impacts associated 
with excavation, grading and construction. Section 3.18.3.2 of the Draft EIR also describes in detail the amount of earth expected to be disrupted to 
construct the proposed Tillman Wastewater Storage and briefly addresses the generation of soils associated with the program-level components. The Draft 
EIR did not find any significant impacts associated with soils (i.e., excavation, grading, and compaction) for the Tillman Wastewater Storage component. 
As noted in Section 1.2.2 and Section 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR, the program-level components will be subject to additional future environmental review. As 
noted in the Executive Summary (Section ES1.1), and detailed in Section 1.4 of the Draft EIR, approximately every 10 years, the City of Los Angeles 
prepares a wastewater facilities pan to evaluate the current wastewater treatment system and identify ways to meet future demand. The four Proposed 
Alternatives in the Draft EIR were developed to meet the future wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the year 2020, while integrating 
recycled water and runoff systems. Although no construction time line was provided, Section 2.4 of the Draft EIR detailed the proposed method of 
implementation. Some or all of the components of the Recommended Alternative would be implemented starting in 2006 and proceeding through 2020 in 
a phased approach. Section 2.4 goes on to describe the various drivers, or triggers, that would determine what is needed and when to begin construction. 

As described in Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR, the City of Los Angeles (Department of Transportation) reviews each haul route permit for specific 
application of its general guidelines. For all construction sites, mitigation measure TRA-MM-1 (preparation of a traffic management plan, including 
designation of haul routes) is identified in the Draft EIR to reduce construction impacts to traffic to a level that is less than significant. 

The Draft EIR adequately presents and analyzes the potential for the four Project Alternatives to result in impacts to or cause geologic and seismic hazards, 
settlement, liquefaction, and flooding. Specifically, Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR describes in detail the potential for impacts to geology and soils, including 
seismic hazards (and related issues, such as subsidence, liquefaction, and tsunamis), grading, erosion/sedimentation and slope stability. In addition, figures 
were included in Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR (i.e., Figures 3.9-1, 3.9-2, and 3.9-3 to show the areas of the City of Los Angeles where potentially active 
faults, seismic hazard zones, and erosion (associated with hillsides) are issues. Additionally, Section 3.10 (in particular Figures 3.10-2 and 3.10-3) address 
potential hazardous zones (i.e., methane and contaminated areas), while Section 3.11 of the Draft EIR addresses flood hazards from a 100-year flood. Each 
of the associated Draft EIR sections (3.9, 3.10 and 3.11) detail the existing potential impacts associated with geology and soils, hazards, and hydrology 
issues and potential impacts. General setting for issues commented on, such as  seismic (faults) and liquefaction, was provided in Section 3.9.2.1 o the 
Draft EIR, with detailed information related to project-level and program-level components was in Section 3.9.2.2 of the Draft EIR, including those 
components that could occur within the Sepulveda Basin. In summary, the analysis in the Draft EIR determined that even with mitigation, the potential for 
breakage, although deemed remote, of the pipeline for either NEIS II alignment, remained potentially significant (Section 3.9.3.3). In addition, settlement 
associated with tunneling of the large sewers (NEIS II, GBIS and VSLIS) was found to be potentially significant after mitigation (Section 3.9.3.3). This 
Final EIR (Section 2) includes further restriction to settlement; however, the potential for settlement impacts would remain. All other geologic/seismic and 
soil related hazards, as well as flood hazards, were determined to be less than significant. A summary of all the potential impacts, significance 
determination, mitigation measures, and impacts after mitigation are provided in Table ES-1 of the Executive Summary (Draft EIR and in this Final EIR). 
Additional details of the analysis and findings are provided in Sections 3.9, 3.10 and 3.11 of the Draft EIR. 
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Letter O7. Signatory – Homeowners of Encino 

Page 4 

Response to Comment O7-6 

The air quality impact discussion of the Draft EIR (Section 3.4.3) 
identifies the anticipated levels of criteria pollutants expected to be 
emitted during both construction and operation, including 
cumulative impacts. Odor impacts are also discussed in 
Section 3.4.3. Section 3.4.3.2 contains estimate of the criteria 
pollutant emissions for project-level components, and Section 
3.4.3.3 provides estimate of construction and operational emissions 
for each alternative, compares them to the SCAQMDs significance 
thresholds, and discusses cumulative air quality impacts. 

The Draft EIR identifies significant impacts for all criteria pollutants 
(after mitigation) from construction and operation (see 
page 3.4-133). The air quality analysis identifies the criteria 
pollutants that would exceed the SCAQMD construction and 
operational emissions thresholds. The thresholds of significance are 
shown in Tables 3.4-8 and 3.4-9. The impact discussions under 
AQ-1 and AQ-2 for each alternative in Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft 
EIR contain tables that provide estimates of the anticipated 
construction and operational emissions for each criteria pollutant, 
compares those emission estimates to the SCAQMDs significance 
thresholds, and identifies if a significant impact (threshold 
exceedance) would occur. As an example, Table 3.4-64 provides the 
emissions estimates for construction of Alternative 4 and 
Table 3.4-68 provides the emissions estimates for operation of 
Alternative 4. Cumulative air quality impacts are discussed in 
Section 3.4.3.4 of the Draft EIR (page 3.4-163), and significant 
cumulative impacts are identified. The cumulative impacts analysis 
is based on construction and operation of the Project Alternatives in 
conjunction with the Related Plans and Projects that are described in 
Section 3.1.3 of the Draft EIR. In addition, the commenter correctly 
points out that the Alternatives would result in significant VOC and 
NOX emissions after mitigation from operation (see page 3.4-135 of 
the Draft EIR). 
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Regarding odor impacts, page 3.4-135 of the Draft EIR identifies a potential odor impact at Tillman (located in the Sepulveda Flood Control Basin) related 
to the storage of wastewater before mitigation. Mitigation measure AQ-MM-5, described on page 3.4-136 of the Draft EIR, would implement a 
multiphased odor program at Tillman (and LAG) to identify specific treatment plant processes that are the source of odor complaints, evaluate whether the 
odor sources are candidates for operational or facilities-based odor control measures, and implement the identified measures. Following mitigation, odor 
impacts from the Project Alternative components at Tillman and LAG are expected to be reduced to a less than significant level (see the impact 
discussions for each Alternative under impact AQ-3 in Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft EIR). 

The referenced Consent Decree was an agreement between the City of Los Angeles and the EPA that was entered into to address the ocean disposal of 
sludge from Hyperion and require full secondary treatment at Hyperion. In the past, population growth has been linked to the provision of wastewater 
treatment capacity. Past wastewater facilities plan efforts in the City used projections of future population in the Hyperion Service Area as the basis for 
treatment system expansion. The IRP Facilities Plan adopted the same approach to recommending expansion of the treatment system, and as described in 
Section 1.4.1 of the Draft EIR, the City used recent SCAG projections of population in the HSA in developing waster flow projects and determining the 
amount of treatment system expansion for the Proposed Alternatives. In addition, as discussed in Section 3.4.3.3 (see the discussion for each Alternative 
under impact AQ-5, Consistency with AQMP for additional details), the same SCAG population projections that were used in the IRP Facilities Plan is the 
same projections used in the State Implementation Plan, which outlines measures to bring the air basin in to compliance with the NAAQS. As such, the 
Proposed Alternatives would not result in significant growth-inducing impacts (as described in Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR) and would not conflict with or 
obstruct implementation of the AQMP (as described in Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft EIR. 

Although construction and operation of the Proposed Alternatives would result significant air quality impacts after mitigation related to exceedances of 
project-level criteria pollutant significance thresholds, these exceedances cannot be mitigated to a less than significant level, as described in Section 3.4.3 
of the Draft EIR. These air emissions are quantified and incorporated into the conformity analysis presented in Section 3.4.3 of the Draft EIR under the 
AQ-5 discussions. The conformity analysis in the Draft EIR shows that maximum annual emissions from the Alternatives would exceed the general 
conformity de minimus levels for CO, VOC, NOX, and PM10, but concludes that the Alternatives would be in conformance with the SIP because the 
wastewater components of the Alternatives are sized to only meet the needs of the future population projected by SCAG. As a consequence, the 
Alternatives would not be in violation of the Consent Decree. 

Regarding the comment about local and regional air quality impacts, the impacts discussion under AQ-1 in Section 3.4.3 of the Draft EIR identify the 
possibility that localized impacts to air quality (criteria pollutants) could occur related to temporary pollutant concentrations that exceed the CAAQS or the 
NAAQS. Regarding localized impacts from project operation, the air quality analysis in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR indicates that the IRP components 
and alternatives would generate additional peak hour trips. However, the number of peak hour trips would not be large enough to cause the level of service 
and volume-to-capacity ratio to worsen at roadway intersections. As such, localized mobile CO hot spots are not anticipated. The impact discussions under 
AQ-3 and AQ-4 in Section 3.4.3 of the Draft EIR regarding potential odor impacts and health risk impacts, respectively, also represent a localize impacts 
analyses, as the potential impacts would occur in the vicinity of facilities. Regarding the comment about regional emissions, the impact discussion under 
AQ-1 (construction emissions), AQ-2 (operational emissions), and AQ-5 (AQMP consistency) are regional in nature because Project emissions would be 
generated at various proposed facilities throughout the City. Appendix B of the Draft EIR, Air Quality Calculations, contains documentation of the 
assumptions, calculations, and data that supports the various impact analyses contained in Section 3.4.3 of the Draft EIR. As discussed in Section 3.4.3 of 
the Draft EIR, mitigation measures have been provided to reduce Project emissions; however, not all of the potential air quality impacts can be mitigated 
to a less than significant level. 
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Section 3.4.2.1 of the Draft EIR described various criteria pollutants (carbon monoxide, ozone, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, and 
lead), and potential health effects that could be experienced from exposure to these pollutants. During project construction, diesel exhaust and fugitive dust 
would generate emissions that exceed the SCAQMD thresholds for all criteria pollutants. As a result, sensitive individuals, such as the aged and infirm, 
located adjacent to large construction activities could be exposed to significant localized levels of criteria pollutants on a temporary basis. The potential for 
significant localized impacts to sensitive receptors is discussed and disclosed in the impact discussions under Impact AQ-1 for each build alternatives in 
Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft EIR). The evaluation of air quality impacts in the Draft EIR focuses on potential impacts air quality impacts related to 
generally accepted significance criteria. It should be noted that although direct impacts to flora and fauna from emissions is not commonly evaluated under 
CEQA documents, significant secondary impacts flora and fauna in the Sepulveda Basin are not likely to occur because the Alternatives are not expected 
to obstruct compliance with the SIP and because flora and fauna within the Basin does not appear to have been significantly affected despite construction 
of other substantial projects in the Basin, such as the Burbank Boulevard Trunk Line. As discussed in Section 3.4.3 of the Draft EIR under each of the 
impact topics (AQ-1 through AQ-5), no significant secondary impacts to air quality are anticipated. 
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Letter O7. Signatory – Homeowners of Encino 

Page 5 

Response to Comment O7-7 

The IRP focuses on the planning and upgrading of the wastewater 
treatment system. The City of Los Angeles also recognizes the 
increasing need to integrate wastewater planning with other water 
resources planning efforts. Therefore, the IRP Draft EIR focuses on 
wastewater project-level components with program-level components 
that include wastewater, water reuse, and conservation projects. The 
proposed project is not a traditional development project that would 
negatively impact the water supply. Rather, the Project Alternatives 
would increase the use of recycled water, which would offset the 
need to import water from outside the region. In addition, as detailed 
in Section 2.2.1 of the Draft EIR, a minimal number of additional 
employees would be required to operate IRP components; therefore, 
water consumption would be minimal and insignificant. Although 
construction would require use of more water than operation, the 
impact would be short term and not significant. As detailed in 
Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR, the Project Alternatives are not 
expected to be growth-inducing because the Project would not result 
in the construction of new housing (directly or indirectly by 
removing existing obstacles to growth), but is a plan to respond to 
SCAGs projected growth. It should be noted that the wastewater flow 
projections developed as part of the IRP are based on SCAG 
projection; hence, the facilities have been sized and proposed to 
respond specifically to future projected population for the service 
area. In addition, the implementation of the facilities improvements 
would be based on trigger flows that would use demand or 
regulatory drivers to trigger the timing of improvements 
(Sections 2.4.1 and 4.2.4.2 of the Draft EIR). The LADWP Urban 
Water Management Plan (UWMP) addresses future water supply 
issues. 

Additionally, Section 3.11 of the Draft EIR analyzed the potential for 
IRP components to affect watershed areas and groundwater basins 
because of increased recycled water usage and/or water runoff 
management. As detailed in Section 3.11.3.3 of the Draft EIR, the 
only residual impact to water quality is associated with the 
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possibility, although unlikely, that a break in the NEIS II, GBIS, and/or VSLIS due to an earthquake could potentially result in a groundwater quality 
impact. 

The comment incorrectly states that the Draft EIR considers existing water conservation ordinances as mitigation measures. The IRP integrates wastewater 
planning and water planning activities, and is consistent with LADWP’s UWMP. Although the IRP components were based on an extensive Facilities Plan 
process, the components carried through the Draft EIR does not limit or hinder the City from further pursuing other alternatives or methods of water 
conservation or management. In fact, LADWP continues to move forward with its aggressive water conservation program, including exploration of new 
conservation opportunities consistent with the goals of the IRP and the UWMP. As discussed above, and detailed in Section 2 of the Draft EIR, a minimal 
number of additional employees would be required to operate IRP components; therefore, water consumption would be minimal and insignificant. 
Although construction would require use of more water than operation, the impact would be short term and not significant.  

Recycled water could be used for dust control as it is a Department of Health Services (DHS) approved use of secondary disinfected and tertiary treated 
recycled water and not expected to result in adverse health effects. 

Response to Comment O7-8 

As detailed in Section 3.5.3.2, no state- or federally listed endangered, threatened, rare, candidate, sensitive species, or special-status species were found 
within the footprint of the Tillman project-level components (expansion, process upgrades and wastewater storage). Generally, the program-level 
components would be under urbanized conditions; however, as the exact location of program-level components are not final, the potential impacts to 
biological resources could occur. As detailed in Section 3.5.3.3 of the Draft EIR, if program-level components are located in non-urban, undeveloped, or 
open space areas, a significant impact on biological resources could occur unless mitigation measure BIO-MM-3 (site survey by a qualified biologist) is 
incorporated. After mitigation, the impact on biological resources is expected to be less than significant. 
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Letter O7. Signatory – Homeowners of Encino 
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Response to Comment O7-9 

Section 3.13 of the Draft EIR details the potential noise impact of 
the proposed project components and alternatives. In particular, the 
section addresses the noise sensitive receptors adjacent or within 
close proximity to the components, which includes schools, 
residences, parks, libraries, hospital, and other care facilities, and the 
potential impacts of construction and operation on these sensitive 
receptors. Table 3.13-11 of the Draft EIR is a list of the estimated 
noise level from major construction activities (i.e., type of 
equipment and workday utilization rate used in the analysis). 
Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR also includes numerous mitigation 
measures to reduce noise impacts during construction, such as 
NV-MM-1 through NV-MM-5, which includes noise attenuating 
devises, such as mufflers, curtains, noise control plans, notification 
and a 24-hour hotline for questions and concerns. With 
implementation of these measures, potential construction impacts 
associated with the Project Alternatives would be less than 
significant. 

Response to Comment O7-10 

Section 3.2.4.1 of the Draft EIR adequately assessed potential for 
light/glare impacts of the components, while Section 3.2.4.4 
addressed the potential impact of implementing each alternative 
using significance threshold AES-4 (routine intrusion of lighting on 
to adjacent light-sensitive uses). To reduce lighting impacts during 
construction, Section 3.2.4.4 of the Draft EIR includes mitigation 
measure AES-MM-7, which specifies measures (i.e., shielding and 
directional lighting) that will be implemented at construction sites in 
residential areas. To reduce impacts from the operation of 
components, mitigation measure AES-MM-8 is included in the Draft 
EIR (also Section 3.2.4.4) that includes similar measures included in 
AES-MM-7 (i.e., shielding and directional lighting) to limit 
operational lighting impacts in residential areas. Implementation of 
mitigation measures (AES-MM-7 and AES-MM-8) would serve to 
reduce potentially significant impacts to less than significant. 
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Response to Comment O7-11 

As mentioned under response to comment O7-7, and detailed in Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR, the Project Alternatives are not expected to be directly or 
indirectly growth-inducing. In addition, the implementation of the facilities improvements would be based on trigger flows that would use demand or 
regulatory drivers to trigger the timing of improvements (Sections 2.4.1 and 4.2.4.2 of the Draft EIR); therefore, treatment plant capacity expansion would 
only occur if future flow conditions require expansion. Treatment capacity does not determine or directly influence the balance of jobs and housing. 
Rather, jobs/housing balances are more appropriately influenced through land use policies and planning tools such as the General Plan, Community Plans, 
and other land use planning documents. Regarding job/housing balance, the IRP components and alternatives are not a development, but an infrastructure 
project. As detailed in Section 2.2.1 of the Draft EIR, a minimal number of additional employees would be required to operate IRP components 
(particularly associated with project-level components at Hyperion, Tillman and LAG). Impacts associated with increased public services (police, fire and 
schools) are detailed in Section 3.15.3.3. In summary, the minimal increase in staff would not generate additional demand or need for public services, and 
no new facilities or projects associated with those services would be required. 

Response to Comment O7-12 

Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2, the EIR must disclosure any significant environmental effects that cannot be avoided if a project is implemented. 
As addressed in detail in Section 3.7 of the Draft EIR, the excavation and tunneling associated with the NEIS II and GBIS project components have a high 
potential to affect archaeological resources and human remains within 0.25 miles of the Los Angeles River. In addition, the impact on paleontological 
resources would also be potentially significant for the NEIS II and GBIS components. Even with mitigation, the impact to these resources in potentially 
significant. Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15091 and Section 15092, after considering this Final EIR in conjunction with the findings that one or more 
significant environmental effects of the project cannot be avoided, the decision-making body can approve the project due to overriding concerns (as 
described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15093). The Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations will include the potential for significant impacts 
on cultural and paleontological resources. It should be noted that neither the NEIS II nor the GBIS alignments would be located in the Sepulveda Basin, 
and therefore would not affect cultural resources within the Basin. 
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Response to Comment O7-13 

The commenter asks several general questions about how the traffic 
impact analysis was conducted and how the temporary adverse 
impacts identified will be mitigated. 

The methodology used to identify potential project-related traffic 
impacts is described in Section 3.17.3.2 of the Draft EIR on 
pages 3.17-23 and 3.17-24. As stated, the project addresses the 
wastewater, recycled water and stormwater-related facilities and 
needs of the City of Los Angeles for the year 2020. The traffic 
impact analysis of the proposed NEIS II and GBIS alignments was 
conducted for 2012 and 2014 conditions, respectively, 
corresponding to the time frame when they would be under 
construction. 

Section 3.17.3.2 describes the location and extent of the temporary 
adverse traffic impacts that could result from construction of the 
proposed project and, as noted in the Draft EIR, the analysis 
represents a conservative, worst-case assessment of the impacts 
likely to be experienced on the street system in the immediate 
vicinity of each site where in-street construction activities potentially 
could result in temporary lane closures. 

The proposed mitigation measures are described in Section 3.17.3.3 
of the Draft EIR (pages 3.17-79 and 3.17-80). These measures are 
applicable to each of the in-street and off-street construction sites, as 
appropriate, that would be used to construct the infrastructure 
facilities proposed as part of the project. Mitigation includes 
preparation of site-specific construction traffic management and 
control plans which provides ways to minimize impacts to parking, 
bikeways and pedestrian access (TRA-MM-1 through TRA-MM-4). 
Advance notice to any affected properties and public service 
providers is also included (TRA-MM-5 through TRA-MM-7). 
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With mitigation, the temporary adverse traffic impacts of the project would be less than significant. The construction traffic management plans and, where 
appropriate, construction traffic control plans, will designate haul routes to be used, identify access to each construction site and any necessary lane 
closures, detours, turning movement restrictions and traffic control devices. 

No long-term traffic impacts were identified in the Draft EIR, as no permanent lane closures would occur and only minimal trips would be generated by 
the proposed facilities once they are operational. 

Response to Comment O7-14 

The Project Alternatives are an infrastructure project that would involve minimal additional employees to operate. In addition, as stated in Section 3.15.3.1 
of the Draft EIR, because the components and Project Alternatives would not result in development of residential, commercial or industrial land uses, nor 
would they increase growth (as detailed in Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR and described in response to comment O7-7). As described in detail in 
Section 3.15, no additional demands on provisions of, and access to, police or fire protection or public school services are anticipated as a result of 
operation of the project. As it relates to construction, as described in Section 3.15.3.3, advance notice would be given to LAPD and LAFD regarding the 
location and duration of any traffic delays and applicable detours to minimize potential disruption to police and fire protection services caused by limited 
access to and/or closure of lanes and streets within the public rights-of way. In addition, emergency ingress and egress for police and fire protection 
facilities would be maintained during construction. As noted in Section 3.1.1, construction will follow the uniform practices established by the Southern 
California Chapter of the American Public Works Association (for example, Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction and Work Area 
Traffic Control Handbook). Therefore, less than significant impacts to police and fire services are anticipated and no additional mitigation is required. 

Response to Comment O7-15 

Section 3.15 of the Draft EIR specifically addresses security at Hyperion, Tillman and LAG, where potential security issues are the greatest, as it relates to 
the potential for proposed improvements to create the need for additional public services. The City implements security measures at City facilities in 
accordance with City policies and procedures as part of its operating procedures and will continue to address security issues during construction and 
operation of the Recommended Alternative. For key facilities, security is provided through fencing (or barriers) and controlled facility access. The City has 
over 6,500 miles of sewers and over 2,000 miles of storm drains, which provides some level of conveyance redundancy. Active security measures are not 
provided for underground pipelines; however, the exact location of such pipelines are generally unknown and this, as well as the underground nature of 
these facilities likely lessen their value as potential terrorist targets. Because of the unannounced and apparently random nature of terrorist attacks, no 
facility is immune from such attacks, and in the event that a terrorist attack occurs to City infrastructure, response, and repairs would be made by the City. 
In addition, and appropriate action would be taken by federal and state agencies in response to such attacks. 
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Response to Comment O7-16 

Section 3.18 of the Draft EIR details the potential for the 
construction and operation of project- and program-level 
components to generate solid waste. Table 3.18-3 of the Draft EIR 
provides a summary of the components and the estimated 
construction debris and soil that would be generated, as well as solid 
waste generation during operation. Specifically, Section 3.18.3.3 of 
the Draft EIR analyzes the impacts of potential generation 
(quantified) of solid waste associated with the construction and 
operation of each Project Alternative. Alternatives 2 through 4 would 
have similar inert construction debris generated (286,859 yd3), while 
Alternative 1 would have a slightly higher amount (286,860 yd3). 
Construction debris is estimated to represent approximately 1 percent 
of the combined remaining volume of the Bradley West and 
Sunshine Canyon Landfills and could be accommodated at either 
facility; therefore, a less than significant impact is anticipated. Of all 
the alternatives, Alternative 3 would have the least amount of 
excavated soils. However, as detailed in Section 3.18.3.3 of the Draft 
EIR, excavated soil of an acceptable quality will first be used for 
other projects, agricultural operations, and imported soil to cover 
daily landfilling. Any soil delivered to the landfills in excess of daily 
landfill cover capacity is generally accepted and stockpiled for future 
use or as needed to cap closed landfills. Operation of the Project 
Alternatives includes solid waste generation associated with 
increased staffing at the Hyperion, Tillman and LAG. The estimated 
increase in staff is minimal (i.e., maximum of 13 new employees 
associated with Alternative 2, with an estimated solid waste 
generation of 21.1 tons per year). 

Regarding designation of haul routes, because the Recommended 
Alternative or staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS alignments 
have not been approved by the decisionmakers, and a contractor has 
not been selected, specific haul routes have not yet been identified. 
As described in Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR, the City of 
Los Angeles (Department of Transportation) reviews each haul route 
permit for specific application of its general guidelines. For all 
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construction sites, mitigation measure TRA-MM-1 (preparation of a traffic management plan, including designation of haul routes) was identified in the 
Draft EIR to reduce construction impacts to traffic to less than significant. 

Section 3.18.3.2 and Section 3.18.3.3 of the Draft EIR detail the estimated electrical energy needs of the components and alternatives. In summary, 
Alternative 1 would result in the least demand in the amount of electricity (188.0 million kWh per year by 2020) and Alternative 2 would result in the most 
demand in the amount of electricity (290.3 million kWh per year by 2020). Backup energy sources are not anticipated, except as necessary and associated 
with proposed aboveground infrastructure requiring electrical energy (i.e., Hyperion, Tillman, LAG, ATFs, URPs, etc.). 

Response to Comment O7-17 

The proposed project is an infrastructure project; not a development project. As detailed in Section 1 and Section 2 of the Draft EIR, the IRP is a project 
whose intent is to propose infrastructure to meet future wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles to the year 2020, while integrating recycled 
water and the runoff systems. The Project Alternatives were based on the modeling performed for the IRP Facilities Plan, which identified wastewater 
system inadequacies based on the wastewater needs projected for the year 2020 (Section 1.4 of the Draft EIR). Therefore, adequate volume and hydrology 
of the entire wastewater system was taken into account when identifying the project-level components of the Project Alternatives. The Draft EIR 
appropriately details and analyzes the potential for the construction and operation of the Project Alternatives (including the components proposed to meet 
the projected wastewater system needs of the City of Los Angeles) to have an impact on the environment. The commenter’s note that the “quality” of 
wastewater being discharged to the sewer system should be more thoroughly analyzed is not relevant because quality is controlled by City ordinances, 
permit requirements and County programs that are dependent on the land use (i.e. Los Angeles County Sanitation District's industrial waste pretreatment 
program). In addition, the quality of the wastewater is regulated by discharge standards and requirements (surface water quality standards and discharge 
permit requirements are detailed in Section 3.11, starting on page 3.11-11 of the Draft EIR). 

With the exception of BIO-MM- 5 (page 3.5-47 of the Draft EIR), which relates to the oak tree ordinance and not the volume of wastewater, no mitigation 
measures in the Draft EIR are based on City ordinances. As all four of the Project Alternatives would meet the projected wastewater system needs of the 
City of Los Angeles, thereby addressing potential sewer flow issues, no mitigation is required beyond those identified in the Draft EIR (see Table ES-1 of 
this Final EIR for a summary of all potential environmental effects). As noted in Section 1.4 of the Draft EIR, Volume 4 of the IRP Facilities Plan details 
the development, evaluation and identification of the all four of the Project Alternatives. The methodology for assessing utilities and service system 
impacts was based on the comparison of component-generated demand with existing and anticipated resources (page 3.18-9 of the Draft EIR). 

Response to Comment O7-18 

As described in response to comment O7-1 above, the Draft EIR identified that construction of the wastewater storage at Tillman would result in the 
temporary elimination of the existing cricket field, which would be considered significant. Mitigation measure REC-MM-1 (temporary relocation of the 
cricket field) was included to fully mitigate the potential impacts to recreation associated with the relocation of the cricket field during construction of the 
wastewater storage at Tillman. Operation of the wastewater storage tank at Tillman would be belowground, thereby not precluding aboveground recreation 
(i.e., the cricket field). As addressed in Section 3.16.2.3 of the Draft EIR, for several of the ATFs proposed for recreational areas (for both NEIS II and 
GBIS alignments) a significant impact would remain and a permanent loss of recreational use would occur even with implementation of mitigation 
measures REC-MM-2 (locate construction within recreational facilities in a manner to minimize impacts to recreation) and REC-MM-3 (coordinate 
placement of ATFs in recreational areas to minimize impacts to recreation). If after considering this Final EIR, the decisionmakers find that the benefits of 
the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, a Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations will be required. 
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Response to Comment O7-19 

As described in detail in Section 3.9, Geology and Soils, the City of Los Angeles is located in Southern California, which is a seismically active area. The 
NEIS II alignments would both cross the Hollywood-Raymond fault, and the Draft EIR discusses the potential for the fault crossing to result in significant 
impacts in the event of a catastrophic earthquake that ruptures the sewer. The Draft EIR did not identify a significant potential for breakage for GBIS or 
VSLIS as the alignments would not cross know active faults. As detailed in GEO-MM-1 in Section 3.9.3.3 of the Draft EIR, mitigative design and/or 
construction measures have been identified to minimize the potential for pipe breakage along NEIS II in the event of movement on the Hollywood-
Raymond fault, which include using two linings and shorter pipe sections to spread the offset or displacement over a multiple number of pipe sections, 
using welded steel lining and cement grout to enhance the structural capacity of the pipe and increase ductility, using a vault reach across the fault to allow 
for controlled pipeline deformation along he crossing, and using a larger tunnel and lining system across the fault zone to allow for controlled deformation. 
The Draft EIR concludes that even with the incorporation of all current design standards and mitigation measure GEO-MM-1, the potential still exists for a 
break in the NEIS II sewer where the pipeline crosses the Hollywood-Raymond fault due to the uncontrollable and unpredictable nature of earthquakes. 
Although remote, the Draft EIR identified the potential for a sewer rupture as a significant and unavoidable impact for the NEIS II alignments. Regarding 
the potential for settlement, Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR identified the potential for surface settlement during sewer construction (NEIS II, GBIS, and 
VSLIS) by tunneling as a potentially significant impact. As detailed in GEO-MM-2 in Section 3.9.3.3 of the Draft EIR, mitigation to control settlement 
includes limiting potential surface settlement during tunneling (this surface settlement limit has been revised in this Final EIR to add a goal of 0.50-inch to 
further limit surface settlement along the tunnel alignment). GEO-MM-2 also describe potential measures to meet the settlement limit, including the use of 
compaction grouting to fill voids, grouting in advance of the tunnel as geotechnical conditions require, monitoring settlement along the alignment, and 
specifying types of tunneling machines that can decrease the potential for surface settlement. The Draft EIR concludes that even with the implementation 
of mitigation measure GEO-MM-2, the potential still exists for surface settlement in excess of the settlement limit due to the sometimes unpredictable 
nature of subsurface soil conditions. As addressed in response to O7-12, above, after considering this Final EIR in conjunction with the findings that one or 
more significant environmental effects of the project cannot be avoided, the decision-making body can approve the project due to overriding concerns (as 
described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15093). The Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations will include the potential for significant impacts 
associated with the potential for pipe rupture during a seismic event. 
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Response to Comment O7-20 

Sections 3.2.4.1 and 3.2.4.4 of the Draft EIR discusses the potential 
for visual impacts to recognized and valued views, which include the 
potential for view blockages during construction (from tall pieces of 
construction equipment); the potential for view blockages from 
proposed facilities at Hyperion, Tillman, and LAG; and the potential 
for view blockages from recycled water tanks and urban runoff 
plants. In addition, the Draft EIR discusses the potential for the 
Project Alternatives to introduce elements that substantially contrast 
with existing features, which includes the scale of facilities. The 
Draft EIR and modifications described in this Final EIR identify to 
potential to introduce potentially contrasting elements during 
construction, from the placement of ATFs in recreational areas, and 
potentially from the placement of pump stations, storage tanks, and 
URPs. Section 3.2.4.4 of the Draft EIR also identifies several 
mitigation measures (AES-MM-1, AES-MM-2, AES-MM-3, 
AES-MM-4, AES-MM-5, and AES-MM-6) to minimize 
construction related view impacts and to reduce potentially 
significant impacts from operation of the alternatives to a less than 
significant level. AES-MM-1 requires the screening of construction 
shaft sites in recreational or residential areas to minimize potential 
aesthetic incompatibilities with surrounding uses. AES-MM-2 
requires that ATFs proposed for recreational areas are located in a 
manner that least affects recreational uses. AES-MM-3 requires 
screening (architectural treatment and landscaping) for permanent 
above ground structures such as storage tanks and ATFs. AES-MM-
4 requires design and siting modification in a manner that minimizes 
or avoids key view blockages, if feasible. AES-MM-5 requires the 
placement of pump stations and storage tanks underground, if 
feasible, and selection of appropriate color and landscaping. AES-
MM-6 requires the design of URPs to minimize the contrast of the 
facilities with surrounding areas. These mitigation would reduce the 
impact of construction activities and permanent aboveground 
structures (i.e., storage tanks, ATFs, URPs, etc) in areas where there 
are recognized and values views and where the potential for 
incompatibility with surrounding areas are a concern. The mitigation 
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measures regarding the site placement of ATFs in a manner that least affects recreational areas and that requires screening of facilities would also 
minimize concerns about effects to hospitality and ambience. Additional mitigation measures specific to the Valley Heart Shaft Site (i.e., relocation of 
shaft site/ATF further from recreational users) have been added to aesthetics and recreation to further reduce potential for impacts (see Section 2 of this 
Final EIR and response to comment AJ1-4). 

Regarding the questions about impacts and access to businesses, the components would be sited in the public right-of-way, would be located underground, 
or would be constructed from select off-street sites. With the exception of the acquisition of two surface parcels that are currently used by businesses (auto 
repair and parking), as described in Section 3.14.3.2 of the Draft EIR, none of the IRP components would prevent access to businesses. As noted in the 
Draft EIR, relocation assistance, as applicable, would be provided. Regarding the questions about the marketability of homes close to facilities, the Project 
Alternatives are not expected to significantly adversely affect marketability. Rather, the provision of infrastructure is a prerequisite to residential, 
commercial, and industrial development, and generally facilitates the use and marketability of property. As the intent of CEQA (and therefore the Draft 
EIR) is to address the potential environmental impacts of a proposed project on the physical environment, the focus of the analysis is on physical changes 
(see Section 15131 of CEQA Guidelines). Your comments are noted. 

Response to Comment O7-21 

Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR discusses the potential growth inducing impacts of the Project Alternatives at full implementation of the IRP (assumed to be 
in 2020). This section includes discussions of the types of growth (land use and population), describes existing obstacles to growth, and evaluates the 
potential for the Project Alternatives to result in growth either directly through the construction of new housing; or indirectly related to capital spending, 
removal of obstacles to growth, and by indirectly providing water to City residents by offsetting the use of potable water with increased use of recycled 
water. The Section concludes that the Project Alternatives would not directly or indirectly result in growth that is not already planned for because the 
Alternatives would not provide housing, because the wastewater capacity expansions are based on projected wastewater levels that are in turn based on 
SCAG population projections, and because increasing recycled water would not result in excess water supplies but would rather allow the City to purchase 
less water from the Metropolitan Water District. The use of SCAG population projections in the development of future wastewater projections has been 
used by the City in past facilities plans and ensures that the sizing of wastewater treatment facilities does not result in conditions that could conflict with 
growth management policies development by the City and/or SCAG. SCAGs growth management policies, formerly expressed in the Growth 
Management Plan, are now incorporated into the Growth Management Chapter of the Regional Comprehensive Plan. 

The issue in the Laurel Heights Improvement Association of San Francisco, Inc. versus the Regents of the University of California case was that the 
University prepared an environmental document evaluating only one phase of the project when it was reasonable that a second phase would occur. This 
situation is not applicable to the IRP, either from a project standpoint or a growth inducing standpoint, because the Project Alternatives address the 
anticipated and projected future needs of the wastewater system, integrates future recycled water and urban runoff management needs, and assumes full 
implementation of the selected Alternative. The potential for the Project Alternatives to result in growth beyond projected growth is fully discussed in 
Section 4 of the Draft EIR. The evaluation is considered a cumulative evaluation because it addresses the needs of the entire wastewater system, including 
contract agencies. 

The short-term versus long-term effects are described in Section 4.3 of the Draft EIR, which identifies long term benefits of the Project Alternatives related 
to the protection of public health and safety, the provision of adequate wastewater conveyance and treatment, and protection of the environment (improved 
water quality and increased sustainability). Section 4.3 of the Draft EIR also identifies short-term effects related to construction of the IRP. 
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Response to Comment O7-22 

Section 2 of the Draft EIR contains a complete description of the Project Alternatives, including the No Project Alternative. The impacts of these 
alternatives are evaluated at a co-equal level throughout Section 3 of the Draft EIR. All of the IRP build alternatives are designed to safely and effectively 
manage future wastewater anticipated to be generated in the Hyperion Service Area. Because the existing wastewater system is inadequate to manage 
future projected flow, the City is proposing concrete measures to protect the environment through the implementation of the selected Project Alternative. 
Although the City of Los Angeles is located in an area that faces challenges in terms of the quality of the air, water, and earth, the Project Alternatives 
would help address such quality issues by adequately and safely managing future wastewater generated in the service area, by improving the quality of 
urban runoff in the City, and by increasing the use of recycled water. Contrary to the assertions in the comment that not selecting the Project Alternative or 
greatly minimizing it would reduce demands on infrastructure, the opposite is a more likely scenario. By not selecting a Project Alternative, adequate 
infrastructure would not be provided in an integrated manner to address future wastewater and water resources needs, which is likely to result in a future 
situation where increased demand relative to system capacity could compromise the protection of public health and safety, given future growth projected 
by SCAG. 

As discussed in Section 3 of the Draft EIR, the Project Alternatives would result in significant unavoidable environmental impacts under various resource 
areas. In compliance with Section 21081 of CEQA, the City will make findings with respect to each significant impact for the selected Alternative 
(Alternative 4 is the Recommended Alternative) regarding changes to the project or mitigation to avoid or lessen the significant impact, regarding the 
responsibility for implementing the changes or mitigation, regarding considerations that may make mitigation measures or alternatives infeasible, and that 
overriding benefits of the Project outweigh the significant impacts. Concrete reasons or justifications would be provided, and the findings will be 
supported by substantial evidence in the record and this is consistent with the referenced court case. 
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Response to Comment O7-23 

Although the Project Alternatives have similar environmental 
impacts, Alternative 1 is identified as the Environmentally Superior 
Alternative in Section 4.5 of the Draft EIR, as required by CEQA. 
However, the other alternatives emphasize different aspects and 
objectives of integrated wastewater management, including higher 
levels of recycled water use and different methods of managing 
runoff. Following close of the public review period, City staff 
determined that Alternative 4 is the Recommended Alternative based 
on relative ability to meet Project Objectives, and Alternative 4 is 
recommended for approval (see Section 1.5 of this Final EIR for 
further details). The City is not making any determination regarding 
an environmentally preferable alternative, as indicated in the 
comment; rather, the City has identified the Environmentally 
Superior Alternative as required by Section 15126.6 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, and staff have identified a Recommended Alternative 
based on how well the alternative meets the Project objectives. City 
Council will balance, as applicable, the economic, legal, social, 
technological, and other benefits of the Alternatives against the 
potential unavoidable impacts in their decision regarding the 
alternative to approve (consistent with the referenced San Francisco 
Ecology case). City Council may decide to select an Alternative other 
than the Environmentally Superior Alternative or the Recommended 
Alternative. Regardless of the selected alternative, a Statement of 
Overriding Considerations would be adopted because all of the 
Alternatives would result in unavoidable significant environmental 
effects. In compliance with Section 21081 of CEQA, the City will 
make findings with respect to each significant impact for the selected 
Alternative regarding changes to the project or mitigation to avoid or 
lessen the significant impact, regarding the responsibility for 
implementing the changes or mitigation, regarding considerations 
that may make mitigation measures or alternatives infeasible, and that 
overriding benefits of the Project outweigh the significant impacts. 
Concrete reasons or justifications would be provided, and the 
findings will be supported by substantial evidence in the record. 
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Response to Comment O7-24 

The Draft EIR was prepared in accordance with Section 21002.1, 
21003, 21061, 21082.1, 21082.2, 21083.2, 21091, and 21092 of the 
CEQA Statutes and Article 7 of the CEQA Guidelines. This Final 
EIR has also been prepared in accordance with Section 15089 of the 
CEQA Guidelines and the approval, certification, and findings of the 
City Council (decisionmakers) will also be in accordance to all 
applicable CEQA Statutes and Guidelines. In addition, as set forth in 
Section 15003(f) of the CEQA Guidelines, and noted by the 
commenter, the decisionmakers will consider protection to the 
environment within the reasonable scope of the statutory language 
(Friends of Mammoth v. Board of Supervisors, 8 Cal. 3d 247 – it 
should be noted that this court decision involves activities in no way 
similar to the proposed project, but that this “policy,” and others 
under Section 15003, are applicable as policies to be implicit in 
CEQA). Therefore, the Draft EIR, as well as this Final EIR, are 
consistent and fully compliant with the provisions of CEQA (Statues 
and Guidelines) and the legislative intent of CEQA have been met 
within the scope of the statutory language, including Section 21001 
of CEQA Statutes. 

As described in detail in Section 2.3.8 of the Draft EIR, under the 
No Project Alternative, integrated improvements to the wastewater 
treatment and collection system, recycled water system, and runoff 
system would not occur. However, the No Project Alternative would 
not preclude individual wastewater, recycled water, or runoff 
projects to occur as regulatory requirements and/or future demands 
require. If after considering this Final EIR, the decisionmakers find 
that the benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse 
environmental effects, a Findings and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations will be required. The comment is noted and will be 
included into this Final EIR for review and consideration of 
decisionmakers. 
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Response to Comment O7-25 

The Recommended Alternative was based on how well the alternative meets the Project Objectives detailed in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR. City Council 
will balance, as applicable, the economic, legal, social, technological, and other benefits of the alternatives against the potential unavoidable impacts in 
their decision regarding the alternative to approve. Your comments regarding the potential for the Project Alternatives to cause environmental impacts 
within the Sepulveda Basin are addressed in response to comments O7-1 to O7-6 and O7-12. Your comment is noted and will be included in this Final EIR 
for review and consideration of decisionmakers. 
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Letter O8. Signatory – Forest Lawn 
Memorial-Park Association 

Response to Comment O8-1 

Comment noted. Refer to the responses to specific comments 
below. 

Response to Comment O8-2 

Comment noted. As described in the Draft EIR, Alternatives 1, 3, 
and 4 do not involve expansion of LAG but do include a 5-MG 
recycled water storage tank. The recycled water storage tank would 
allow recycled water to be produced (and stored) when actual 
recycled water demand is low (evenings) thus allowing greater 
recycled water use although LAG expansion would not occur 
under those alternatives. Because of this, adequate recycled water 
to accommodate the potential uses identified by the commenter is 
expected to be available regardless of the selected alternative. As a 
note, Alternative 4 was selected as the Recommended Alternative 
and is recommended for implementation. 

Regarding the comment that the Recommended Alternative would 
not adequately meet recycled water demands in the vicinity of 
Forest Lawn, this is inaccurate. LAG is currently operating at 
below its currently rated capacity of 20 mgd and its assumed 
derated capacity of 15 mgd. As additional recycled water demands 
develop in the vicinity of Forest Lawn, additional recycled water 
can be produced. In addition, LADWP currently supplies recycled 
water to Griffith Park. LADWP is responsible for implementing 
recycled water projects and will continue to operate the existing 
recycled water system and explore expansion opportunities in the 
area served by LAG. 
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Response to Comment O8-3 

As described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR, a majority of the 
construction and operation of the proposed sewer infrastructure 
(both GBIS alignments) would occur belowground. Section 3 of 
the Draft EIR analyzed in detail the potential impacts from the 
construction (i.e., shaft sites) and operation (i.e., ATFs) of the 
sewer on adjacent land uses. As it relates to Forest Lawn, the Draft 
EIR analyzed the proposed shaft sites at the Barham Shaft Site and 
the Travel Town Shaft Site, which are closest to Forest Lawn, and 
no aboveground structures (with the exception of maintenance 
holes) are proposed in the proximity of Forest Lawn. Although the 
Barham Shaft Site could require the closure of a parking lane and a 
travel lane on Forest Lawn Drive near Barham Boulevard, all 
construction in the street would require work area traffic control 
plans, which would be reviewed and approved by the City's 
Department of Transportation. The traffic control plan would 
ensure that potential traffic impacts along Forest Lawn Drive are 
kept to a minimum and that traffic control practices and safety 
measures acceptable to the City’s Department of Transportation are 
implemented. 

Response to Comment O8-4 

Revisions have been made to the Draft EIR, and included in 
Section 2 of this Final EIR, to include the proposed LADWP Silver 
Lake Reservoir Complex Storage Replacement Project. Based on 
the timing of this project, there is a possibility that a portion of the 
GBIS South Alignment (e.g., Travel Town and Barham shaft sites), 
if chosen, could cause short-term (construction) adverse traffic 
impacts. Section 3.17.3.3 of the Draft EIR, mitigation measures 
that would be implemented during construction (TRA-MM-1 
through TRA-MM-7) would provide detailed site-specific traffic 
control plans to be approved by LADOT that includes elements 
such as location of any street closures, restricted hours, detours, 
haul routes, coordination with emergency and public service 
providers, and notice of construction to adjacent properties.  
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Furthermore, an additional mitigation measure, TRA-MM-11, 
has been added (see Section 2 of this Final EIR), which 
requires a site-specific traffic control plan (requiring approval 
from LADOT) that would specifically address potential 
conflicts if the GBIS South Alignment or the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment (refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR) and simultaneous construction occurs at Travel 
Town and Barham shaft sites and the LADWP Silver Lake 
project. With implementation of these mitigation measures, 
construction impacts would not be cumulatively considerable, 
and a less than significant traffic impact would remain related 
to traffic during construction. 

Response to Comment O8-5 

Section 3.2.4.1 of the Draft EIR provides details on the 
construction and operation of the proposed interceptor sewers 
(NEIS II and GBIS), including specifics associated with each 
proposed alignment, as each of these project-level components 
relate to potential aesthetic impacts. One of the thresholds of 
significance related to aesthetics is the consideration of 
whether the project would adversely affect the designated 
status of a scenic highway, corridor, or parkway. As noted by 
the commenter, as noted in the Draft EIR (on page 3.2-134), 
construction at the proposed Travel Town and Barham shaft 
sites (associated with the GBIS South Alignment) would be 
adjacent to, and visible from, the City-designated scenic 
corridor of Forest Lawn Drive. Although construction is 
estimated to occur over a 3-year period, construction at each of 
these shaft sites would occur behind a 20-foot construction 
barrier (page 3.2-134). Construction activities at the Travel 
Town Shaft Site could be visible barrier from the City-
designated Forest Lawn Drive scenic corridor, while 
construction activities at the Barham Shaft Site would be 
visible from the same scenic corridor. Although construction 
would introduce elements that could contrast with the 
City-designated scenic corridor along portions of Forest Lawn 
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Drive, the impact would be temporary; therefore, the impact would be less than significant (Section 3.2.4.4 of the Draft EIR). As part of the process to 
identify the Recommended Alternative (Section 1.5 of this Final EIR), which includes the ranking of GBIS alignments, potential environmental effects of 
the components, including potential aesthetics impacts, were considered. As it relates to construction of other projects in the vicinity of Forest Lawn Drive 
(i.e., LADWP Silver Lake Reservoir Complex Storage Replacement Project that would be across from the proposed Travel Town Shaft Site), both projects 
would have barriers that could be visible from the eastern portion of the scenic corridor during construction. If chosen, operation of the GBIS South 
Alignment or staff recommended GBIS Alignment (refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR) along Forest Lawn Drive would not involve any 
aboveground structures that would permanently and adversely affect the designated status of the scenic corridor. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O8-6 

Construction, operational, and cumulative noise impacts are discussed in Section 3.13 of the Draft EIR. The Draft EIR indicated that ambient noise levels 
at Forest Lawn Memorial Park would not incrementally increase noise levels by 5 decibels or more during construction. No air treatment facilities are 
being proposed at Travel Town, the nearest shaft site to Forest Lawn Memorial Park. As such, operational noise impacts are not anticipated. According to 
the cumulative impact analysis, significant localized and short-term cumulative noise impacts could occur during construction of GBIS. 

Response to Comment O8-7 

It should be noted that the staff recommended GBIS Alignment described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR would use the eastern portion of the GBIS 
South Alignment along Forest Lawn Drive. Both the GBIS South Alignment and the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would be located beneath Forest 
Lawn Drive at depths up to 115 feet. There are no diversions of other sewers proposed in the vicinity of Forest Lawn cemetery that could be a potential 
odor source. In addition, because required maintenance hole structures would be located at approximately  mile intervals and the maintenance hole covers 
would be sealed, minimal if any odors along the alignment would be expected. The odor evaluation of the GBIS alignments indicates that there is a 
potential for odors in the near vicinity of air treatment facilities, however, no such facilities are proposed to occur in the vicinity of Forest Lawn cemetery 
under the GBIS South Alignment or the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. Therefore, odor impacts to Forest Lawn are not anticipated. 

Response to Comment O8-8 

The commenter restates the conclusion of the Draft EIR that potentially adverse impacts could occur on Forest Lawn Drive if the GBIS South Alignment 
were selected. 

Although the two potential shaft sites that are located in the general vicinity of Forest Lawn Memorial Park Hollywood Hills (the Travel Town and 
Barham shaft sites) would both be located outside the adjacent street rights of way, it is not anticipated that any lane closures adjacent to the shafts would 
impact the Forest Lawn Memorial Park Hollywood Hills operations. The need to construct three maintenance hole structures along the alignment, 
however, could result the closure of up to two lanes on Forest Lawn Drive and lead to temporary adverse traffic impacts at that location. As noted on 
page 3.17-61 of the Draft EIR, the specific locations of the maintenance hole structures for the GBIS South Alignment cannot be definitely determined at 
this time and the actual maintenance hole structure locations could differ from those analyzed and listed in Table 3.17-21. 

While the estimated construction time needed for each maintenance hole structure is approximately 3 months, as noted on page 3.17-64 of the Draft EIR, it 
is anticipated that the lane closures on Forest Lawn Drive could extend for most of the 3-year construction period in order to normalize the disruptions to 
traffic flow patterns where multiple maintenance hole structures would be located on continuous segments of major or secondary arterials and to maximize 
the efficiency of construction operations over the length of the alignment. As stated in TRA-MM-2 and TRA-MM-3 in Section 3.17.3.3 of the Draft EIR, 
to mitigate any potential adverse construction impacts, worksite traffic management plans and worksite traffic control plans will be prepared for each 
in-street construction site and approved by the City prior to any construction work and travel lanes will be eliminated only when absolutely necessary. 
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The Draft EIR traffic impact analysis (Section 3.17) represents a 
conservative, worst-case assessment of the impacts likely to be 
experienced on the street system in the immediate vicinity of each 
site where in-street construction activities potentially could result in 
temporary lane closures. With mitigation, these temporary impacts 
would be less than significant. 

Response to Comment O8-9 

As discussed in the responses to comments O8-3 through O8-8, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment and the GBIS South 
Alignment are not expected to result in significant impacts to Forest 
Lawn operations. Because the staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
would place the tunnel beneath Forest Lawn Drive (as would the 
GBIS South Alignment), staff of the City's Bureau of Engineering 
would coordinate with the commenter during the design process, as 
requested, whichever GBIS alignment is selected for 
implementation. 

Response to Comment O8-10 

Comment noted. The LADWP would provide advance notification 
and coordination if interruptions of recycled water distribution are 
anticipated. 
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Letter O10. Signatory – Ballona Ecosystem 
Education Project 
Response to Comment O10-1 

The IRP is a facilities plan that identifies viable alternatives to meet 
the future wastewater needs of the City while integrating future 
water resources and runoff needs. As described in Section 4 of the 
Draft EIR, treatment capacity expansion(s) would be based on 
SCAG population projections and implementation of proposed 
capacity expansions would be linked to actual flows. Therefore, the 
Project Alternatives would not cause unanticipated growth that is 
not already projected. Rather the Project Alternatives would ensure 
that wastewater associated with future population would be safely 
managed. The Project Alternatives do not propose expanding the 
drinking water supply; rather, they propose varying levels of 
recycled water reuse that would offset potable water usage. This 
would help meet future water demands while minimizing the need 
to expand the water supply. The Draft EIR discusses various 
anticipated environmental impacts of the project, as CEQA requires 
the identification of potentially significant environmental impacts. 
The Propose Project Alternatives would all result in environmental 
benefits related to cleaner effluent discharges, improved runoff 
quality, and increased recycled water use. However, because 
thresholds of significance are based the degree of adverse effects, 
the Draft EIR emphasizes a discussion of anticipated impacts 
relative to impact significance thresholds. Although beneficial 
impacts may not be discussed to the level desired by the commenter, 
the environmental benefits of the Project Alternatives will, 
nonetheless, result in environmental benefits. 

Response to Comment O10-2 

The estimated 47 percent of runoff managed from a ½-inch storm 
includes all the management components. The 53 percent is a 
number that describes the runoff coefficient of the area based on 
land use. As noted in Section 2 of the Draft EIR, the Project 
Alternatives would capture and treat both dry weather urban, would  
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capture and percolate runoff, would better control watering (smart 
irrigation) to minimize the generation of dry weather urban runoff, 
and could use treatment wetlands to improve water quality. The 
recycled water component of the IRP is clearly described in 
Section 2 of the Draft EIR as separate component from the runoff 
management components. 

Response to Comment O10-3 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O10-4 

Section 1 and Section 2 of the Draft EIR describes the Project 
Alternatives developed in the IRP Facilities Plan. These alternatives 
would manage runoff generated throughout the City, including the 
eastern portions of the San Fernando Valley. Section 2 of the Draft 
EIR describes the various runoff management strategies that would 
manage runoff in channels tributary to the Los Angeles River, 
Ballona Creek, and Compton Creek. The purpose of the runoff 
management strategies is to manage runoff and help meet current 
water quality requirements. Implementation plans for specific 
TMDLs will be prepared by the City of Los Angeles as required by 
the TMDLs. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O10-5 

Comment noted. The volume of runoff managed by cisterns is an 
estimate based on frequency of storms and irrigation demands. 

Response to Comment O10-6 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment O11-1 

Although a side by side comparison of the impacts of the alternatives 
is not included in Section 4 of the Draft EIR, the EIR includes a 
co-equal discussion of the anticipated impacts (including air 
emissions and energy consumption) of each of the Project 
Alternatives. Where possible at the system-wide level, the level of 
anticipated impact under the various affected resources was 
considered in the identification of the Environmentally Superior 
Alternative. Although Alternative 1 would divert some dry weather 
runoff from inland drainages to the sewer system, the Alternative has 
been planned in an integrated manner and potential impacts to the 
treatment system and conveyance system are not expected to be a 
concern. During the alternatives development process, stakeholders 
input was considered and helped in the development of the 
recommended alternatives. As a note, the Environmentally Superior 
Alternative was developed based on impacts discussed in the Draft 
EIR, which are adverse. Although Alternatives 2 and 4, as identified 
by the commenter as being environmentally superior, would provide 
benefits such as potentially increased recycled water use, these 
alternatives would likely result in slightly higher adverse impacts 
than Alternative 1, as identified in the Draft EIR. Because the Draft 
EIR focuses on adverse impacts, the selection of the 
Environmentally Superior Alternative is based solely on adverse 
impact, rather than potential benefits. However, it should also be 
noted that the beneficial aspects of the Project Alternatives have 
been considered in the identification of a Recommended 
Alternative – Alternative 4 (refer to the discussion of the 
Recommended Alternative in Section 1.5 of this Final EIR). 
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Response to Comment O11-2 

All of the Project Alternatives include, as a baseline set of conditions, 
ongoing inflow and infiltration reductions. The City currently 
implements and will continue to implement a program to reduce 
inflow and infiltration into the wastewater conveyance system; a 
program that is intended to minimize the potential for sewage 
overflows. LADWP continues to move forward with its aggressive 
water conservation program, which will include working with the 
City’s Department of Building and Safety to evaluate and consider 
new water conservation technologies, including no-flush urinal 
technologies. Although not specifically components of the IRP, 
inflow/infiltration and new water conservation programs will continue 
no matter which alternative is chosen. 

Response to Comment O11-3 

The benefit of water conservation, reuse, and replenishment is 
inherent in many of the goals and objectives of the IRP (Section 1.3 
of Draft EIR). The IRP encourages continuation of LADWP’s water 
conservation efforts and exploration of additional water conservation 
opportunities. Through the integration process, LADWP’s Urban 
Water Management Plan is aligned with the IRP. The potential 
benefits of these water management components (identified as 
potential ranges in the reduction of potable water usage in various 
portions of Section 2 of the Draft EIR) was used as a factor in 
determining the Recommended Alternative. The Draft EIR focuses on 
identifying and analyzing negative impacts. The benefits of the IRP 
will be more appropriately discussed in the Findings and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations as a means to assist the decisionmakers in 
their approval of the project. 

Response to Comment O11-4 

Smart irrigation under the IRP is proposed for residential, commercial 
and industrial properties throughout the City. Although installation of 
smart irrigation technology in City parks is under the purview of the 
Department of Recreation and Parks, LADWP is actively working 
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with the Department of Recreation and Parks to place technology in appropriate park settings. LADWP also actively seeks funding, both internally and 
externally (through grants) to further this effort, as well as to make needed improvements to irrigation system infrastructure. 

Response to Comment O11-5 

The Draft EIR (Section 1.2.2) disclosed that the Preferred Alternative had not been identified yet, but would be identified prior to certification of the Final 
EIR. Subsequent to the close of the public review period for the Draft EIR, the City staff identified Alternative 4 as the Recommended Alternative for 
approval. Further information on the Recommended Alternative selection process is contained in Section 1.5 of this Final EIR. This Recommended 
Alternative is the same as identifying a Preferred Alternative. 

Response to Comment O11-6 

The use of the word “managed” in the Draft EIR as it relates to runoff corresponds to the handling, control and processing (in other words - management) 
of runoff. Some runoff management strategies would collect and percolate runoff, whereas other strategies would treat and release or treat and reuse urban 
runoff. Refer to Section 2 of the Draft EIR for a description of the runoff quantities managed for each Project Alternative. 
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Response to Comment O11-7 

The potential use of vacant lots in the east San Fernando Valley for 
infiltration purposes is based on runoff being diverted to these lots 
from adjacent drainage areas. The infiltration rate was calculated 
based on observed infiltration in east San Fernando Valley where the 
soil condition is optimal for infiltration. 

Response to Comment O11-8 

The Terminal Island Renewable Energy was identified as a related 
project for the purpose of addressing cumulative impacts and is not a 
component of the Project Alternatives. The Terminal Island 
Renewable Energy project is a separate project that would require its 
own environmental documentation. 

Response to Comment O11-9 

The IRP Facilities Plan addressed MF/RO as the selected treatment 
technology to meet a conservative estimate of projected water quality 
requirements to meet future discharge requirements for the Los 
Angeles River based on the California Toxics Rule (CTR). These 
requirements were based on Reasonable Potential Analysis (RPA) 
calculations related to the CTR. The application of this technology 
would be effective at meeting the most stringent regulatory 
requirements anticipated, in which advanced treatment of the entire 
plant effluent stream with MF/RO would be needed to meet these 
projected discharge limits. As described in Section 2.2.1.3 of the 
Draft EIR, since it is unknown what future policies and regulations 
may be encountered through 2020, MF/RO was evaluated in the 
Draft EIR to represent the most conservative (worst-case) analysis. In 
addition, if the City decides to implement groundwater replenishment 
in the future, the need for advanced treatment at Tillman is likely to 
be triggered. 
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Response to Comment O11-10 

Refer to response to comment AJ3-48 regarding brine. Recycled water produced at West Basin is an important resource and the City will continue to 
provide West Basin with high quality effluent from Hyperion. Mitigation Measure WQ-MM-1 (brine pilot study) would ensure that significant impacts to 
surface waters or West Basin's recycled water product would not be jeopardized. The installation of a dedicated brine line from upstream treatment plants 
to the Hyperion outfall was not considered as it would not maximize the use of the existing system. 

Response to Comment O11-11 

Refer to Tables 2-11, 2-12, and 2-13 of the Draft EIR, which presents the wastewater, recycled water, and runoff parameters of four Project Alternatives in 
a matrix form. The No Project Alternative is described in Section 2.3.8 of the Draft EIR and would not result in integrated improvements. As described in 
the Draft EIR, under the No Project Alternative, individual wastewater, recycled water, and runoff management projects would likely be needed, but 
would be designed and constructed as the needs arise rather than planned in an integrated manner. Thus, none of the improvements listed in the above 
referenced tables is currently proposed under the No Project Alternative. 

Response to Comment O11-12 

The IRP components and alternatives are the product of the IRP Facilities Plan, which looked at the existing and potential future demands of water 
supplies, and potential conservation measures. As such, the Draft EIR provides an environmental analysis of the infrastructure and not an analysis of the 
recycled water demand. Details regarding the existing recycled water system and demands and the potential demands for recycled water are contained in 
Sections 6.1 and 6.2, respectively, of Volume 2 of the IRP Facilities Plan. 
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Response to Comment O11-13 

The Draft EIR provides a general description of the project goals and 
objectives in Section 1.3. The City is responsible for managing 
wastewater generated in the service areas and must do so in 
compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. These include 
existing and pending TMDLs, water quality standards, Title 22 
requirements, and other applicable laws and regulations. As briefly 
mentioned in response to comment O11-9, above, as MF/RO could 
be implemented to meet future NPDES permit requirements or to 
further treat the recycled water prior to reuse, it was evaluated in the 
EIR to represent the most conservative (worst-case) analysis. UV has 
been proposed to disinfect recycled water prior to discharge or reuse, 
and would replace the current process (disinfection with sodium 
hypochlorite). The Project Alternatives are based on the findings and 
extensive stakeholder participation associated with the IRP Facilities 
Plan. Further information is contained in Volume 1 of the IRP 
Facilities Plan. 

Response to Comment O11-14 

The identification of the Environmentally Superior Alternative is a 
requirement of CEQA, and has been provided based on the adverse 
impacts identified in the Draft EIR. The benefits of the Project 
Alternatives have been considered in the identification of the 
Recommended Alternative, which is recommended for 
implementation (refer to the discussion of the Recommended 
Alternative in Section 1.5 of this Final EIR). Your preferences have 
been noted. 
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Letter O16. Signatory – Los Angeles Zoo 
Response to Comment O16-1 

In response to your comments, the Pecan Grove Shaft Site is 
recommended. Refer to Section 1.5.2.1 of this Final EIR for a 
description of the staff recommended NEIS II alignment and 
Section 1.5.2.2 of the Final EIR regarding the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment. 

Response to Comment O16-2 

Thank you for your comment. Refer to response to comment 
O16-1 above regarding the staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS 
alignments. 
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Letter O17. Signatory – Beachwood 
Canyon Neighborhood Association 

Response to Comment O17-1 

As addressed in Section 3.17.3.3 of the Draft EIR (beginning 
page 3.17-82), the 225 parking spaces impacted at the Los Angeles 
Zoo would be during the 3-6 years of construction at that site, if 
chosen. Operation of an ATF at the Los Angeles Zoo parking lot 
would impact 30 parking spaces. Neither construction nor operation 
impacts warrant a multi-level or subterranean parking structure. The 
Draft EIR does note that the impact on parking at the Zoo would be 
significant and mitigation includes selection of the Pecan Grove 
Shaft Site (mitigation measure TRA-MM-9). As described in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the Pecan Grove Shaft Site is 
recommended. 

Response to Comment O17-2 

Section 6 of the Draft EIR includes the names and affiliations/ 
companies of the document preparers. The term “recycled water” 
used throughout the Draft EIR is what the water industry uses to 
describe treated wastewater or domestic water that undergoes 
treatment that, at a minimum, meets the standards established by 
Department of Health Services (DHS) for the proposed use (i.e., 
tertiary for irrigation and industrial use). The list of sources of 
recycled water for the Project Alternatives are secondary effluent 
from Hyperion that is pumped to West Basin Water Recycling 
Facility, Tillman, LAG, TITP, and future URPs (see Section 2.2.2.2 
of the Draft EIR for additional information). The “recommended 
alternatives” mentioned in the Executive Summary (ES1.4 of Draft 
EIR) refers to the Project Alternatives (i.e. Alternative 1, 
Alternative 2, etc.), and are described in detail in Section 2 of the 
Draft EIR. Every aspect of the potential water recycling components 
(i.e., nonpotable, groundwater replenishment, and URP components), 
as well as the operation and water quality at the treatment plants that 
would be sources of recycled water (i.e., Hyperion, West Basin, 
Tillman, LAG and TITP), are regulated by numerous water quality 
and health laws.  
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In addition, the use of recycled water is regulated depending on water 
quality. Biological impacts, as addressed in Section 3.5 of the Draft 
EIR, are those potential impacts to plants and animals. The potential 
for the project to impact human beings is addressed in detail by 
subject matter in various sections of the Draft EIR. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O17-3 

As detailed in Section 3.4.2.2 of the Draft EIR, the primary odorous 
substances associated with the wastewater treatment system are 
primarily generated as a result of decomposition of organic material 
in the wastewater and sludge. The most prevalent odorous substances 
are hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, and mercaptans. Section 3.4.2.2 of 
the Draft EIR further identifies the mechanisms for creating those 
substances, as associated with wastewater treatment. Some odorous 
substances (such as hydrogen sulfide and ammonia) and a number of 
non-odorous substances are also classified as toxic air contaminants. 
The impact of toxic air contaminant emissions on human health is 
assessed throughout Section 3.4 for the various project components. 
Nitrous oxide, however, is not classified by the State as a toxic air 
contaminant. 

Response to Comment O17-4 

The Project Alternatives include recycled water reuse as a program-
level component. As described in Section 2.2.2.2 of the Draft EIR, 
there are two types of uses for recycled water use, nonpotable 
recycled water use and indirect potable use of recycled water through 
groundwater replenishment. Under the nonpotable recycled water 
reuse type, the recycled water distribution system in and around the 
City’s water reclamation plants would be expanded to increase the 
base of recycled water users (i.e., including industrial and irrigation 
users). Groundwater replenishment would allow expanded recycled 
water use beyond the nonpotable use potential where advanced 
treated recycled water would be pumped to the Hansen Spreading 
Grounds and possibly the Pacoima Spreading Grounds for 
groundwater replenishment, which is an indirect potable use of 



 3 (Organizations) – 58 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Organizations_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

recycled water. If, in the future, the City decides to pursue groundwater replenishment with advanced treated recycled water, the City would conduct a 
project-specific environmental review and undergo an extensive and open permitting process through the DHS and Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
In addition, the permitting process would include public hearings to ensure that public concerns are considered. 
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Letter O19. Signatory – Studio City 
Neighborhood Council 

Response to Comment O19-1 

Your motion and opposition to the possible selection of 
Woodbridge Park has been noted. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR for a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, which does not include Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter O21. Signatory – Oakwood School 
Response to Comment O21-1 

Various portions of Section 3 of the Draft EIR address in detail the 
potential impacts of the construction and operation of the proposed 
GBIS alignments (including aboveground structures such as shaft 
sites and ATFs at Woodbridge Park) as it relates to the potential 
impacts on adjacent land uses related to such resource issues as 
aesthetic, air quality, land use, noise, public services, recreational, 
and traffic. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
preferred western terminus of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment is the Caltrans North Hollywood Maintenance Yard. 
Woodbridge Park is no longer under consideration as a shaft site or 
for the placement of an air treatment facility. 

In conclusion, project features and mitigation measures have been 
included in the Draft EIR, as applicable, to reduce potential 
construction and operational impacts. All the potential environmental 
impacts of the various interceptor sewer alignments (both NEIS II 
and GBIS) have been taken into consideration when determining the 
staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS alignments (refer to 
Section 1.5 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Letter O22. Signatory – Oakwood School 
Response to Comment O22-1 

As detailed in response to comment O21-1, various portions of 
Section 3 of the Draft EIR analyze the potential impacts of the 
construction and operation of the proposed GBIS alignments 
(including aboveground structures such as shaft sites and ATFs at 
Woodbridge Park) as it relates to the potential impacts on adjacent 
land uses related to such resource issues as aesthetic, air quality, land 
use, noise, public services, recreational, and traffic, to name a few. 
As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the preferred 
western terminus of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment is the 
Caltrans Maintenance Yard, and Woodbridge Park is no longer under 
consideration as a shaft site or for the placement of an air treatment 
facility. 

Response to Comment O22-2 

Your comments are noted. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR 
for a discussion on the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 

Response to Comment O22-3 

Refer to the portion of response to comment O21-1 that described the 
potential air quality impacts as detailed in the Draft EIR. 

Response to Comment O22-4 

Refer to Section 1.2 of this Final EIR for a detailed description of the 
public outreach associated with the Draft EIR. 
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Response to Comment O22-5 

The portion of the City of Los Angeles that would be served by the proposed GBIS is an urbanized area where space for such necessary infrastructure is 
difficult to find without disrupting environmental resources (such as aesthetics, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, noise, recreation, 
traffic, and generally inconveniencing adjacent land uses). This also makes options and optional terminus locations difficult to find (these options are 
necessary in the event that one of the locations can not be secured). A further consideration in locating aboveground expressions of these large sewers is 
proximity to the area that the sewers are intended to relieve or improve. As noted above, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment which states that Woodbridge Park is no longer under consideration as a shaft site or for the placement of an air treatment 
facility. Comment noted. 
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Letter O23. Signatory – Mono Lake 
Committee 
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Letter O23. Signatory – Mono Lake Committee 

Page 2 
Response to Comment O23-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5 of this Final EIR identifies Alternative 4 
as the Recommended Alternative and is recommended for 
implementation. 

Response to Comment O23-2 
The IRP is a joint effort between the City's Department of Public 
Works (Bureau of Sanitation) and LADWP. The IRP is one of many 
efforts of City and other local agencies to protect and manage our 
available resources. As a note, recommendations that would require a 
coordinated effort by the City's departments, including LADWP, 
LADPW, Planning, and outside agencies/jurisdictions will be made 
to City Council as part of the IRP approval process. 

Response to Comment O23-3 
Comment noted. Coordination between LADPW and the Department 
of Building and Safety regarding specific activities would occur 
following consideration of the IRP by City Council. 

Response to Comment O23-4 
The IRP presents four Alternatives to meet the future wastewater 
system needs of the City of Los Angeles in the year 2020 and 
integrates the recycled water and the runoff systems. The benefit of 
water conservation, reuse and replenishment is inherent in many of 
the goals and objectives of the IRP (Section 1.3 of Draft EIR). The 
potential benefits of these water management components (identified 
as potential ranges in the reduction of potable water usage in various 
portions of Section 2 of the Draft EIR) have been used as a factor in 
determining the Recommended Alternative (see Section 1.5). As the 
focus of the Draft EIR (as most EIRs) is the identification and 
analysis of negative impacts, the benefits of the IRP will be more 
appropriately discussed in the Findings and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations as a means to assist the decisionmakers in their 
approval of the project. Comment noted.  

Response to Comment O23-5 
Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O23-4. 



 3 (Organizations) – 66 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Organizations_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter O23. Signatory – Mono Lake Committee 
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Response to Comment O23-6 
Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O23-7 
The benefit of water conservation, reuse and replenishment is 
inherent in many of the goals and objectives of the IRP. The 
Recycled Water - Nonpotable Reuse component analyzed throughout 
the Draft EIR includes the expansion of the recycled water 
distribution system from TITP (page 2-47 of Draft EIR). The Draft 
EIR has evaluated system-wide alternatives that all include a 
recycled water component. The recycled water component is 
evaluated at a program-level because specific locations and projects 
are not yet identified. The City is currently evaluating the recycled 
water potential in the TITP service area and the potential users, 
including the Port of Los Angeles. LADWP, not West Basin, will be 
the supplier of the recycled water from TITP. The City operates TITP 
located on Terminal Island to treat wastewater and produce recycled 
water. Plumbing the Port area for recycled water distribution is not 
considered by the Draft EIR as part of the recycled water component; 
as such a project would require further development before it can be 
considered a project. However, the development of such a project is 
not precluded, and if it is determined feasible, it would be subject to 
further environmental review. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O23-8 
The City, in particular LADWP, is encouraging water conservation 
through several programs and sustainable management practices. As 
landscaping can account for about half of the water Californians use 
at home, the City has developed guidelines and programs to 
encourage xeriscaping (simple, low water and maintenance 
landscaping). The IRP encourages continuation of LADWP’s water 
conservation efforts and exploration of additional water conservation 
opportunities. In addition, the City agrees with the comment on the 
opportunities for outdoor water use efficiency and is actively 
exploring conservation methods to address this issue. 
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As a point of clarification, the promotion of native and drought 
tolerant plants is not expected to result in significant environmental 
impacts and would require minimal, if any, environmental review. 
For water conservation information, refer to www.ladwp.com or 
www.lacity.org/ead. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O23-9 
Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O23-10 
Runoff from Ballona and Compton Creeks are proposed to be 
managed with urban runoff plants because the recycled water is 
expected to be beneficially reused, including reuse as recycled water. 
Although treatment wetlands would provide water quality benefits, it 
is not appropriate to treatment wetlands to consistently meet recycled 
water quality standards. As described in Section 2 of Draft EIR, 
treatment wetlands are a viable method of improving the quality of 
urban runoff and would be used where appropriate. The decision to 
use either urban runoff plants or treatment wetlands would be based 
on site-specific factors and treatment goals. As such, no specific sites 
(private or public) have been identified for program-level 
components, such as treatment wetlands, therefore, subsequent 
environmental analysis will be conducted once a specific project 
description and site locale has been determined. As stated in the Draft 
EIR, the site referenced in the letter is considered unavailable 
because it has been approved for development (Playa Vista First 
Phase Project). A policy of using private property for implementing 
the runoff management features is not in effect, but because no 
specific locations are currently proposed, site-specific impacts for the 
runoff features are not discussed in the Draft EIR. If a specific runoff 
management facility will occur on private property, its associated 
impacts would be analyzed at a later time. The City intends to 
prioritize non-structural methods of runoff management, consistent 
with the TMDL Implementation Plan. 

The City agrees with the commenter regarding the potential value of 
cisterns, and has incorporated cisterns in to Alternatives 1, 2 and 4. 
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Response to Comment O23-11 
Section 2.2.1 of the Draft EIR, Wastewater Treatment and Conveyance (Components Analyzed at a Project Level), describes the wastewater components 
which are evaluated at a project-level, and Section 2.2.2 Wastewater Conveyance, Recycled Water Facilities, and Runoff System (Components Analyzed 
at a Program-Level), describes the wastewater, recycled water, and runoff components that are evaluated in the Draft EIR at a program level. In general, 
the components that are evaluated at a project-level would not require additional environmental review before being implemented, where as the program-
level components would require additional environmental review. Improvements at Hyperion are not expected to require additional environmental review, 
as the evaluation is conducted at a project level. The program level components are not defined in detail in the Draft EIR because either specific locations 
have not yet been identified or actual facility design concepts have not yet been formulated. The program-level components are strategies and facilities that 
will be implemented to meet the project objectives, have not yet been defined at a project-level. As a consequence, the evaluation of impacts for these 
components are general and not location-specific. The Draft EIR is intended to serve as a tier I type document for the program-level components. When 
specific project descriptions and locations for each of the program-level components are identified, these would be subject to subsequent environmental 
review. The level of future environmental documentation cannot be determined at this time, as facility or site information is not yet available. Regarding 
Hyperion, the biosolids handling and additional clarifiers are analyzed in the Draft EIR at a project-level and no further environmental analysis is 
anticipated. 

As correctly noted, the management of runoff with cisterns, URPs, and treatment wetlands differs from the management of runoff by diverting runoff to 
the sewer system. The Project Alternatives all provide adequate capacity at the treatment plants to accommodate future wastewater flows and runoff from 
low-flow diversions that are proposed under each alterative. The need for increased wastewater capacity is explained in the Draft EIR in Sections ES-1.3, 
ES-1.4, as well as in the referenced IRP Facilities Plan. 

Regarding the comment that the analysis of the program-level components is incomplete and represents a deferral of the City's commitment to the program 
components, the City disagrees with this comment. Program-level analyses are commonly prepared when the overall program is defined but not all 
components that comprise the program are fully defined. As such, a program-level analysis allows the Lead Agency to consider impacts of the entire 
program, including cumulative impacts. The impacts discussed in Section 3 of the Draft EIR are disclosed at the component level and aggregated to the 
system-wide level. As such, the Draft EIR identifies the anticipated impacts of the Project Alternatives as a whole. For the Program-level components, 
further environmental review may be necessary. The City of Los Angeles is committed to all aspects of the IRP, including the program-level components. 

Regarding the question about how much runoff could be diverted to the City's sewer system as part of the low flow diversions, refer to Tables 2-15, 2-18, 
2-21, and 2-24, which present the amounts of runoff that could be discharged to the wastewater system for Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4, respectively. 
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Response to Comment O23-12 

As noted in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, two of the project 
objectives are to meet projected wastewater system needs of the City 
of Los Angeles and maximize system reliability. As the 1-mile 
outfall is only used during extremely high flows, the expansion of 
the Hyperion treatment capacity would serve to increase the plants 
ability to handle the existing and project flows, which translates to 
fewer instances of extremely high flows that would require use of the 
1-mile outfall. As addressed in Section 3.11.3.2 of the Draft EIR, 
additional effluent under the proposed expansion at Hyperion would 
be discharged under the plants NPDES Permit. The Permit discharge 
requirements and limits are based on criteria in applicable laws and 
regulations, including those in the Water Quality Control Plan for the 
receiving body of water (Santa Monica Bay) and 303(d)-listed 
pollutants. Therefore, additional discharges from Hyperion will be 
regulated such that there will be no violation of any applicable water 
quality standards. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment O23-13 

As addressed in Section 3.5 and Section 3.11 of the Draft EIR, any 
additional discharge from the expansion of Hyperion would meet 
current and future discharge requirements; therefore, no significant 
impact is anticipated to the marine environment. With regards to the 
Santa Monica Bay being a designated State Marine Park under the 
California Marine Life Protection Act of 1999, according to the 
California Department of Fish and Game website for the Marine Life 
Protection Act Initiative (www.dfg.ca.gov/mrd/mlpa/maps.html), 
Santa Monica Bay is not currently listed as a State Marine Park, 
Marine Reserve or Marine Conservation Area for Los Angeles 
County. 

Response to Comment O23-14 

The reference language from Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR is not an 
approach to determining the growth inducing impacts of the IRP. 
The fact that there is current treatment capacity was presented to  
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show that existing wastewater treatment capacity is not currently 
impeding land use development growth, as it has in the past (see 
reference to the Sewer Permit Allocation Ordinance on page 4-2 of 
the Draft EIR). The approach to determining the growth-inducing 
impacts of the Project Alternatives is contained in Section 4.2 of the 
Draft EIR that follows the section referenced by the commenter. 
Because adequate treatment capacity currently exists, increases in 
treatment capacity would not immediately occur. As indicated in 
Section 2.4.1 and Section 4.2.4.2 of the Draft EIR, there are drivers, 
or triggers, that will determine the sequencing of facility 
construction. The implementation of the proposed improvements 
contained within the Recommended Alternative would be based on 
the triggers, whether demand based or regulatory in nature. As 
described in Section 4.2 of the Draft EIR, implementation of the 
selected alternative would only occur when conditions warrant 
expansion of treatment capacity; therefore, the Project Alternatives 
are is not expected to result in a substantial surplus of wastewater 
treatment capacity. Consequently, growth-inducing impacts are not 
anticipated. 

Regarding the comment about the Playa Vista Project, that project 
would still have to comply with the Sewer Permit Allocation 
Ordinance. However, unlike the situation when Hyperion was 
undergoing conversion to full secondary treatment, there are no 
current treatment capacity shortfalls at Hyperion. Consequently, 
wastewater treatment capacity at Hyperion is not impeding 
development of the Playa Vista Project. 

Response to Comment O23-15 

The project objectives were developed with stakeholder involvement. 
The City will aggressively pursue funding opportunities for various 
IRP components. Regarding land acquisition for treatment wetlands, 
treatment wetlands are an IRP component that is considered a 
programmatic element of the Project Alternatives. The City will 
reserve the possibility of land acquisitions for developing treatment 
wetlands, but would do so on a case-by-case basis.  
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If such acquisitions are considered on a site-specific basis, project-
level impacts related to the future treatment wetlands and land 
acquisitions would be subject to additional environmental review. 
The sustainability guidelines of the City are referenced in the IRP 
Facilities Plan, which is also referenced in the Draft EIR. Comment 
noted. 

Response to Comment O23-16 

The Environmentally Superior Alternative, described in Section 4 of 
the Draft EIR, was developed based on the potential to result in 
significant impacts discussed in the Draft EIR. Although other 
Alternatives other than Alternative 1 would provide benefits such as 
potentially increased recycled water use, these alternatives would 
likely result in slightly higher adverse impacts than Alternative 1, as 
identified in the Draft EIR. Because the Draft EIR focuses on adverse 
impacts, the selection of the Environmentally Superior Alternative is 
based solely on adverse impact, rather than potential benefits. As the 
energy consumption and associated air emissions of the various 
project-level components were quantified, this was the best means of 
determining the Environmentally Superior Alternative. Regarding the 
comment that recycled water usage could result in some offsets in 
energy by reducing the amount of potable water that would have to 
be imported, refer to response to comment AJ3-34. 

However, it should also be noted that the beneficial aspects of the 
Project Alternatives have been considered in the identification of 
Alternative 4 as the Recommended Alternative described in 
Section 1.5 of this Final EIR. 

Regarding the comment about consideration of cumulative air 
impacts in the vicinity of Hyperion in the determination of the 
Environmentally Superior Alternative, it should be noted that the 
primary difference between improvements at Hyperion between the 
Alternatives is that under Alternatives 2, 3, and 4, Hyperion 
improvements would include a new truck loading facility, new 
digesters, and two new secondary clarifier modules. Under 
Alternative 1, Hyperion improvement would include the same 
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facilities plus an extra module of secondary clarifiers. The difference in construction and operational emission between the two scenarios for Hyperion 
improvements would be marginal and would not likely result in differences in cumulative air quality in the vicinity of Hyperion among the Alternatives. 
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Letter O24. Signatory – Ballona Ecosystem 
Education Project 
Response to Comment O24-1 

Information regarding the total costs and ratepayer costs for the 
various Project Alternatives will be available during the EIR 
certification and project approval process. Estimated total costs and 
ratepayer costs for the Alternative 4, which is the Recommended 
Alternative, are currently being prepared based on detailed Capital 
Improvement Program scheduling. This information will be made 
available during the project approval process. 

Response to Comment O24-2 

The Playa Vista treatment wetland is not a part of the IRP. 
Section 2.2.2.5 of the Draft EIR states that treatment wetlands that 
are part of the IRP would not be located in the air operations area of 
the potentially affected airport as defined in the FAA Advisory 
Circular No. 150/5200-33A. Regarding the question about the Playa 
Vista wetlands, the FAA circular includes provisions for a safety 
assessment of wildlife attractants within the recommended buffer 
distance, and the referenced wetlands may have been sited following 
such an evaluation. 

Response to Comment O24-3 

Although the IRP Facilities Plan considered areas of potential 
replenishment, among other things, as described in Section 1.2.2 and 
Section 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR, no specific sites (only preliminary) 
have been identified for program-level components, such as wet 
weather runoff - non-urban regional recharge, therefore, subsequent 
environmental analysis will be conducted once a specific project 
description and site locale has been determined. 

Response to Comment O24-4 

The treatment wetlands component would use both surface and 
subsurface wetlands, but the decision to use either or both 
technologies would be based on site-specific factors and treatment 
goals. In addition, various types of treatment wetlands technologies 
are available, and such systems are dynamic in that the design 
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configurations, plant palette, wetlands type (surface or subsurface), enhancements, etc. all contribute the effectiveness of the wetlands. As such, treatment 
flow rates and wetlands acreage will significantly vary and cannot be determined without site-specific parameters, including treatment objectives. Because 
of this, exact acreage estimates cannot be developed at this time. As described under response to comment O24-3, above, no specific sites have been 
identified for program-level components, such as dry weather runoff - treatment wetlands, therefore, subsequent environmental analysis will be conducted 
once a specific project description and site locale has been determined. 
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Letter O25. Signatory – The River 
Project, Director 
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Response to Comment O25-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. Regarding a 
suggested Los Angeles River alignment, refer to response to 
comment AJ31-2. 

Response to Comment O25-2 

As described in Section 1 of the Draft EIR, the IRP is a plan for 
the City of Los Angeles to provide for its wastewater needs, while 
integrating water management techniques. Although the IRP 
components were based on an extensive facilities plan process, the 
components carried through as components analyzed in the Draft 
EIR do not limit or hinder the City from pursuing other 
alternatives or methods of water conservation or management. The 
use of treatment wetlands or URPs to improve the quality of dry 
weather urban runoff would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, 
and if determined to be feasible, cost effective, and meet the goals 
of the project, would be further considered for implementation. 
These components of the Recommended Alternative would not 
preclude the use of other runoff quality management alternatives. 
Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment O25-3 

Comment noted. 
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Letter O27. Signatory – Sierra Club Angeles Chapter – Central 
Group 

Response to Comment O27-1 

As described in response to comment O21-1, various issue and 
resource portions of Section 3 of the Draft EIR address in detail the 
potential impacts of the construction of shaft sites and the 
operation of aboveground facilities (i.e., ATFs) as it relates to the 
potential aesthetic, land use and recreational impacts on adjacent 
land uses. Project features and mitigation measures (such as 
AES-MM-3, AES-MM-4, REC-MM-3 and REC-MM-5) have been 
included to reduce the impacts of the project by locating the 
construction and operation such that the location least affects the 
recreational resource. Specifically, Sections 3.16.2.2 and 3.16.2.3 
of the Draft EIR addresses in great detail the potential impacts of 
construction and operation of proposed shaft sites and ATFs on 
parkland/recreation. In addition, refer to comment letter O16 for 
the City's Los Angeles Zoo Department's preferences. Section 1.5 
of this Final EIR details the Recommended Alternative, including 
the staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS alignments (including 
recommended options and shaft sites). Comments noted. 

Response to Comment O27-2 

Neither of the NEIS II and GBIS alignments completely avoids 
recreational areas. Impacts to recreation, as well as all the other 
environmental issues addressed in the Draft EIR, were taken into 
consideration when determining the Recommended Alternative, 
including the staff recommended NEIS II and GBIS alignments 
(refer to Section 1.5 of this Final EIR for details). 

Response to Comment O27-3 

Refer to response to comment AJ13-2. 
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Letter O28. Signatory – Sierra Club 
Angeles Chapter – Verdugo Hills Group 

Response to Comment O28-1 

Regarding the comment expressing concerns about the Draft EIR, 
please see the responses to comment letters submitted by the City 
of Burbank (AJ1, AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, and AJ36). 
Regarding the comments about how the “hybrid” alignment, please 
see Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a description and 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment (same as the 
referenced hybrid alignment) and the responses to comment letter 
AJ13. One of the purposes of key functions of CEQA is to allow 
public review and input on Draft EIRs to identify additional 
mitigation measures and to identify ways to avoid impacts. The 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment described in Section 1.5.2.2 
would accomplish this and result in a substantial reduction in 
potential impacts discussed in the Draft EIR, and specifically 
addresses many of the concerns expressed by other jurisdictions 
and members of the public that submitted comments on GBIS 
during the 120-day public review and comment period for the 
Draft EIR. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment is therefore 
considered consistent with the spirit and intent of CEQA. 

Response to Comment O28-2 

The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would use the western 
portion of the GBIS North Alignment described in the Draft EIR 
and would be constructed from the same shaft sites identified for 
the GBIS South Alignment in the Draft EIR. The potential health 
effects from construction and operation of the GBIS alignments 
are discussed in Section 3.4 Air Quality and Section 3.10, 
Hazardous Materials. As discussed in the Draft EIR, significant 
health effects associated with tunneling are not anticipated. In 
addition, refer to response to comment AJ2, which addresses 
concerns about potential health effects associated with 
contaminated groundwater in the City of Burbank. The Draft EIR 
(Section 3.4) identifies a potential for localized air quality impacts 
related to exceedances of the CAAQS and NAAQS during 
construction; however, because the staff recommended GBIS 
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Alignment would use the Caltrans Maintenance Yard Shaft Site for construction, the potential for localized impacts to residents would be minimal. Related 
to this, all of the GBIS alignments would use this terminating shaft site and therefore, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment (which uses the western 
portion of the GBIS North Alignment) would not result in greater potential for health impacts, as suggested by the commenter. In addition, because the 
majority of the construction activities for the western portion of all GBIS alignments would occur at a shaft site (Caltrans Maintenance Yard Shaft Site) 
that is common to all of the GBIS alignments, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would not result in greater quality of life impacts to residents than 
the GBIS South Alignment, as suggested by the commenter. Regarding the comment about liquefaction, as discussed on page 3.9-50 in Section 3.9 of the 
Draft EIR, GBIS would be located at depths beneath soils susceptible to liquefaction. Lastly, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment is not needlessly 
routed to the north, as suggested by the commenter. Rather, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment addresses concerns expressed about the eastern 
portion of the GBIS North Alignment and specifically routes the eastern portion of the alignment to the south. In addition, as discussed in Section 1.5.2.2 
of this Final EIR, the western portion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment uses the western portion of the GBIS South Alignment due to 
contingency response issues. 
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Letter O29. Signatory – Toluca Lake 
Homeowners Association 

Response to Comment O29-1 

Your opposition to the GBIS alignments is noted. The project 
impacts for the GBIS alignments are discussed under the various 
impact discussions in Section 3 of the Draft EIR, and in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment O29-2 

The comment refers to the Toluca Lake Homeowners Association 
dated December 1, 2005 in which the association recommended a 
GBIS alignment along the Los Angeles River. For a response to 
this issue, refer to response to comment AJ31-2. 



 3 (Organizations) – 82 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Organizations_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter O29. Signatory – Toluca Lake Homeowners Association 

Page 2 

Response to Comment O29-3 

Regarding the desire for a CEQA analysis of a GBIS alignment 
along the Los Angeles River, refer to response to comment AJ31-2 
and AJ31-4. 

Response to Comment O29-4 

Comment noted. Because the staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
would cross the Los Angeles River near Forest Lawn Drive and 
Pass Avenue, coordination with the Army Corp of Engineers will 
occur during the design process. 
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