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Response to Comment AJ12-1 

The commenter points out that the Metro Orange Line and parallel 
bikeway lie north of the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant, between the 
National Guard facility and Victory Boulevard. The Metro Orange Line 
and parallel bikeway are located off-street immediately south of 
Victory Boulevard. The Metro Orange Line operates in a separate 
right-of-way and the crossing at Woodley Avenue is controlled by 
traffic signals, coordinated with the signal at Woodley Avenue and 
Victory Boulevard, with signal priority given to buses using the Metro 
Orange Line. Bus headways on the Metro Orange Line are 
approximately five to ten minutes in each direction throughout the day. 
The proposed components at Tillman would be confined to the plant 
boundary or at the cricket field immediately east of the plant. To the 
extent that Project-related traffic crosses these facilities, it would do so 
at these fully controlled intersections in the same way that all other 
traffic does. Given the presence of standard traffic control devices and 
road markings at this location, the addition of a modest amount of 
traffic during the proposed construction activities at Tillman would not 
result in a significant traffic impact at this location. Section 3.12.2.2 
text and Figure 3.12-2 of the Draft EIR has been revised to include the 
Metro Orange Line and bikeway (Section 2 of this Final EIR). 

The commenter states that the Draft EIR analysis does not consider 
potential impacts to these facilities. Vehicular access to Tillman is 
principally from a driveway on Woodley Avenue, which connects to 
Victory Boulevard and Burbank Boulevard. Both routes (north on 
Woodley Avenue to Victory Boulevard and south on Woodley Avenue 
to Burbank Boulevard) are typically used. A private access road is also 
available opposite Densmore Avenue. During extreme winter storm 
conditions, nearby segments of Burbank Boulevard (between I-405 
southbound ramps and Havenhurst Avenue) and Woodley Avenue 
(south of Victory Boulevard) are subject to closure due to inundation. 
When Burbank Boulevard is closed, site-generated traffic necessarily 
uses the route on Woodley Avenue to Victory Boulevard. At times 
when Tillman is completely inaccessible through Woodley Avenue, the 
private access road across the Orange Line opposite Densmore Avenue 
is used, because it is the only available route. 
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Response to Comment AJ12-2 

The comment states that the increase in construction traffic at Tillman could impede access to the bikeway adjacent to the Metro Orange Line. This off-
street bikeway is also used by joggers, skaters and other pedestrians. The intersection of Woodley Avenue and Victory Boulevard is fully controlled by a 
traffic signal, as described in the response to comment AJ12-1. The path of the bikeway brings cyclists to a marked crosswalk on the south leg of Woodley 
Avenue and Victory Boulevard, where they may cross Woodley Avenue during the east-west signal phase. The location of the stop bar on the northbound 
approach to this intersection provides that vehicles on Woodley Avenue will not obstruct the passage of cyclists. 

Response to Comment AJ12-3 

The commenter requests that the private access road opposite Densmore Avenue be specifically excluded from haul routes to be used by construction-
related traffic. As stated on page 3.17-2 of the Draft EIR, “arterial roadways in the vicinity, including Victory Boulevard, Woodley Avenue and Burbank 
Boulevard, … would be expected to carry Project-related traffic.” This is consistent with the City's policy to allow truck traffic on major and secondary 
arterials. When the primary access point to Tillman (on Woodley Avenue) is inaccessible due to inundation, or as otherwise necessary, the minor private 
access road opposite Densmore Avenue is used for access to Tillman. Because it is the policy of the City to allow trucks to travel in a “reasonable fashion” 
to and from a work site, the use of Densmore Avenue may be used as a haul route. The intersection formed where this minor private access road crosses 
the Metro Orange Line is controlled by a fully actuated traffic signal with bus priority (unlike some other private access roads that cross the Metro Orange 
Line) to ensure the safe and efficient movement of vehicles there. The intersection of Victory Boulevard and Densmore Avenue is also controlled by a 
traffic signal. If the use of this minor private access road occurs, the City would coordinate with Metro to limit the disruption to busway traffic. 

Response to Comment AJ12-4 

The commenter suggests that Table 3.17-23 of the Draft EIR be revised to state that there could be potentially adverse impacts during construction of the 
proposed Tillman expansion due to the addition of up to 104 one-way daily truck trips across the Metro Orange Line during the peak phase of construction 
(a period of four months). It should be noted that the estimated truck trips generated during each phase of construction would be dispersed over the course 
of an entire day. As stated in the response to comments AJ12-1 and AJ12-2, there are two routes typically available into and out of Tillman (Woodley 
Avenue via either Victory Boulevard or Burbank Boulevard), both of which are suitable for use by construction traffic. The origin or destination of each 
truck trip would dictate whether it would use Victory Boulevard or Burbank Boulevard to reach Woodley Avenue. The presence of standard traffic signals 
at the intersection of Woodley Avenue and Victory Boulevard, and the fact that signal priority is given to buses, would avoid any adverse impact to transit 
and cyclists at this location. 

The above notwithstanding, when the construction traffic management plan for the proposed improvements to Tillman is prepared, the City may choose to 
prohibit the use of Victory Boulevard as a the haul route for trucks, except when Burbank Boulevard is closed due to inundation. 
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Response to Comment AJ12-5 

The commenter notes that the alignment of the proposed VSLIS would 
cross the Metro Red Line subway tunnel. The presence of this facility 
is known and will be carefully considered during the design of the 
VSLIS, which is a program-level component that would undergo 
additional future site-specific environmental documentation 
(Sections 1.2.2 and 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR). 

Response to Comment AJ12-6 

The commenter notes that the construction of the GBIS North 
Alignment could affect the planned SR-134 Transitway, described as 
an “other” project beyond the current Strategic Plan. No further 
information was provided by the commenter regarding the SR-134 
Transitway project and it was not found in the summary of the current 
Long-Range Plan available at the MTA website. It is noted that the 
segment of SR-134 that lies near the proposed GBIS North Alignment 
currently provides high-occupancy vehicle lanes. The construction of 
GBIS is now contemplated to occur between 2011 and 2014. As 
detailed design proceeds, the City of Los Angeles will coordinate with 
other public agencies regarding potential conflicts with existing 
projects. 

The commenter notes that the proposed GBIS alignments would cross 
the Metro Red Line. Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR has been revised 
to note the fact the either GBIS alignment would cross the Metro Red 
Line (Section 2 of this Final EIR). 

Response to Comment AJ12-7 

The comment is noted and is included in this Final EIR for review and 
consideration of decisionmakers. 
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Letter AJ13. Signatory – City of Burbank 
Response to Comment AJ13-1 

The City of Burbank submitted six separate comment letters on the 
Draft EIR that focus on the proposed Glendale-Burbank Interceptor 
Sewer (GBIS) analyzed in the Draft EIR for the City of Los Angeles' 
Wastewater Integrated Resources Plan (IRP). Copies of the other six 
letters and the responses to them are in AJ1, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, 
and AJ36.  

Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR discusses and evaluates in detail the 
anticipated environmental effects of the GBIS North Alignment and 
the GBIS South Alignment. At the time of the release of the Draft EIR, 
the City of Los Angeles as the Lead Agency for the IRP EIR had 
evaluated two GBIS alignments. These two proposed alignments were 
assessed to ensure that adequate public comment was received prior to 
making a determination on the GBIS alignment that would be 
eventually recommended for implementation in this Final EIR. During 
the public comment period on the Draft EIR, numerous comments 
were received on the GBIS alignments, including the six comment 
letters submitted by the City of Burbank during the public comment 
period. As discussed in Section 1.3 of this Final EIR, the City of 
Los Angeles met with City of Burbank representatives to understand 
better their concerns about the alignments. On the basis of these 
meetings (see Section 1.3) and on other comments received on the 
Draft EIR, City of Los Angeles staff has recommended a GBIS 
alignment that combines portions of the GBIS North Alignment and 
the GBIS South evaluated in the Draft EIR. This staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment and the rationale for its selection is discussed in 
detail in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR.  

As discussed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment (or the commenter's referenced 
“hybrid alignment”) would connect the eastern portion of the GBIS 
South Alignment with the western portion of the GBIS North 
Alignment with a short section of tunnel beneath Pass Avenue in the 
City of Burbank. As explained in the same Final EIR section, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment minimizes the potential for impacts 
that were raised by residents and stakeholders along both alignments. 
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Regarding the comment of comparing the GBIS alignments, the 
various resource sections in Section 3 of the Draft EIR evaluate the 
impacts associated with both the GBIS North Alignment and the GBIS 
South Alignment, and in doing so have analyzed the impacts of the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which comprise portions of both 
the GBIS North and South Alignments. In addition, the GBIS 
alignment is included as a feature of all four of the Project Alternatives 
evaluated in the EIR (refer to Section 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR for a 
description of the GBIS alignment). As noted in that section, the Draft 
EIR evaluates two GBIS alignments. One is a northern alignment and 
the other is a southern alignment. Because each of the EIR's project-
level alternatives (see Section 2.3 of the Draft EIR) comprises various 
systemwide components, a determination of the Environmentally 
Superior Alternative is made among the alternatives, not among the 
subsets or components of the alternatives. As discussed in Executive 
Summary (Section ES1.9) of the Draft EIR, the Environmentally 
Superior Alternative is Alternative 1.  

As a note, the City has identified Alternative 4 as the Recommended 
Alternative for approval and implementation (see Section 1.5 of this 
Final EIR for a description of the Recommended Alternative and its 
selection process), and this Alternative includes the identification of 
the staff recommended GBIS Alignment as preferred. Also see 
response to comment AJ-1. 

Response to Comment AJ13-2 

The staff recommended GBIS Alignment discussed in detail in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR does not constitute new information. 
As discussed in response to comment AJ1-1 and AJ13-1, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment is a combination of the two GBIS 
alignments analyzed in the Draft EIR. During the public comment 
period for the Draft EIR, the City received numerous comments 
expressing concerns associated with the GBIS North Alignment and 
the GBIS South Alignment. In response to these concerns, the City 
combined these two GBIS alignments in a manner that reduces the 
majority of potential impacts expressed in the comment letters (see 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). The staff recommended GBIS 
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Alignment would comprise the GBIS alignments evaluated in the Draft EIR because it would connect the eastern portion of the GBIS South Alignment 
with the western portion of the GBIS North Alignment with a short section of tunnel beneath Pass Avenue in the City of Burbank. As described in the 
response to AJ13-1 above and in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the type and intensity of the impacts associated with the tunnel beneath Pass Avenue 
would be similar to those of the GBIS alignments described in the Draft EIR. As such, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include new 
significant impacts, would not result in substantial increases in the severity of impacts from those described in the Draft EIR, and would not represent 
substantial new information. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would result in reduced potential for impacts when compared to the GBIS North 
Alignment or GBIS South Alignment. As such, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would not warrant recirculation of the Draft EIR.  

Section 1.2.2 of the Draft EIR states that the City of Los Angeles would select a Preferred Alternative after circulation of the Draft EIR, but prior to 
certification of this Final EIR. Consistent with this, and as described in Section 1.5 of this Final EIR, following the close of the public comment period for 
the Draft EIR, the City selected Alternative 4 as the Recommended Alternative for implementation. As part of the Recommended Alternative, City staff 
recommended a combined GBIS Alignment, as described in Section 1.5.2.2. As mentioned above, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would result in 
a reduced potential for impacts when compared to the GBIS North Alignment or the GBIS South Alignment (see Section 1.5 for further details). For a 
response to the comment on the Environmentally Superior Alternative, see response to comment AJ1-1. In that response, it is noted that the Draft EIR 
determined that Alternative 1 is the Environmentally Superior Alternative and the determination of making that assessment is one that is made from among 
the Project Alternatives, not from among the components of the alternatives.  

Sections 3.4, 3.13, and 3.17 of the Draft EIR respectively discuss the air quality, noise, and traffic impacts of the Project Alternatives. In addition, the 
commenter is referred to responses to comments AJ1-1 through AJ1-24, which support the adequacy of the analysis of the GBIS alignments, including 
concerns about human health impacts related to the exposure to hazardous materials. As is demonstrated in the referenced sections the Draft EIR, the 
referenced responses to comments, and other information herein, recirculation of the Draft EIR is not warranted because no new significant impacts are 
identified, substantial increases in the severity of the impacts disclosed in the Draft EIR would not occur, and addressing the comments on the Draft EIR 
has not resulted in substantial new information. 
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Letter AJ14. Signatory –  
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

Response to Comment AJ14-1 

The City will provide SCAQMD with the written proposed response to 
comments pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5. 
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Response to Comment AJ14-2 

Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR describes SCAQMD permitting 
requirements associated with the construction and operation of the 
proposed project components. In addition, mitigation measures 
AQ-MM-3 (limiting construction activities involving odorous sources) 
and AQ-MM-4 (limit odorous activities to hours when odors would be 
at a minimum) specifically address odor issues from the project. 
Regarding untreated digester gas release from in-plant sources, the 
existing and proposed digesters would have emergency relief values 
that would allow pressure to be relieved in the event of pressure 
buildup. The release of pressure would occur in emergency situations 
as needed to prevent damage to the digesters and such emergency 
situations are uncommon events. Comments noted. 
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Response to Comment AJ15-1 

The City understands the need for modifying existing NPDES Permits 
and/or Water Recycling Requirements at such time as substantive 
changes are proposed at any of the treatment plants or in the water 
recycling facilities. As stated in Table 1-3 (page 1-13), the Draft EIR 
has identified the Regional Water Quality Control Board as the agency 
responsible for the requirements associated with the NPDES Permits 
for construction and improvement at the treatment plants. The Draft 
EIR describes various alternatives for future upgrades and/or expansion 
of the Tillman, LAG and Hyperion treatment plants that are all 
intended to meet anticipated future NPDES permit limits, and 
therefore, it does not currently anticipate the need to conduct an 
antidegradation analysis under the alternatives as described. It should 
be noted that advanced treatment at Tillman or LAG would not be 
implemented unless there is a trigger (need) to do so. Nonetheless, City 
will consult with the Regional Board and determine an appropriate 
course of action for conducting an analysis should the need arise. 

Response to Comment AJ15-2 

The City's IRP would largely accomplish similar objectives regarding 
management of runoff and recycled water, except that the City's IRP 
would focus on measures that can be implemented within City 
boundaries rather than in unincorporated areas of the County. 

Response to Comment AJ15-3 

As described in Section 1 of the Draft EIR, the IRP Facilities Plan (and 
the alternatives defined in that planning process and evaluated in this 
EIR) is an integrated plan for the wastewater system; therefore, the IRP 
is designed to meet the future wastewater system need of the City of 
Los Angeles and its contract agencies in the year 2020, while 
integrating the recycled water and runoff system. As such, the IRP 
focuses on the wastewater system, while also identifying strategies to 
manage future urban runoff. All Project Alternatives meet the project  



 

 3 (Agencies and Jurisdictions) – 91 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO/SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Agencies-Jurisdictions_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter AJ15. Signatory – California Regional  
Water Quality Control Board 

Page 3 

objectives (Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR), but vary in the extent that 
improvements are made to the wastewater system, while enhancing 
the efficient use of water resources through conservation, recycling 
and the beneficial use of stormwater. Although the Project 
Alternatives involve similar urban runoff-management components, 
there are distinct differences among the four alternatives, such as in 
how and to what extent wastewater and urban runoff is managed; 
hence, a full range of reasonable alternatives has been analyzed in 
the Draft EIR. In addition, the Project Alternatives do not preclude 
the City from exploring and implementing other urban runoff-related 
alternatives or other structural and nonstructural BMPs as desired 
and/or required. 

Response to Comment AJ15-4 

The need to expand Hyperion is predicated on future wastewater 
flows. Thus, if future wastewater flows trigger increased flows to the 
extent that additional treatment capacity is warranted to prevent 
overflows, capacity will be added. Effluent discharges to the Santa 
Monica Bay occur through an outfall that extends 5 miles from the 
shore. Because the Santa Monica Bay Beaches Bacteria TMDL 
would measure water quality at the shoreline, the effluent discharges 
are not expected to affect compliance with the bacteria TMDL. In 
addition, low-flow diversions of dry weather runoff to the sewer 
system would be treated at Hyperion. Thus, treatment capacity at 
Hyperion would facilitate compliance with TMDLs. It is important 
to note that the Recommended Alternative would add treatment 
capacity to Tillman to provide an opportunity to maximize recycled 
water reuse. 

Response to Comment AJ15-5 

Comment noted. Section 1.7.1 of the Draft EIR (see Section 2 of this 
Final EIR) has been revised to reflect Alternative 1 as the 
Environmentally Superior Alternative. 
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Response to Comment AJ15-6 

Construction of capacity increases at Tillman is not expected to result in reductions of effluent discharges to the Los Angeles River because expansion 
would occur by adding additional treatment modules without disrupting the treatment processes at existing modules. 

Response to Comment AJ15-7 

Section 3.11.3.3, Hydrology and Water Quality, in the Draft EIR (see discussion under Impact WQ-3), identifies a potentially significant impact to 
groundwater quality that could occur from a rupture along the NEIS II alignments if a catastrophic seismic event occurs along the Hollywood Raymond 
fault. To mitigate for this potential impact, the City would implement mitigation measure GEO-MM-1, as described on page 3.9-52 of the Draft EIR. Each 
of the three bullets under GEO-MM-1 describe design approaches that would minimize the potential for damage of NEIS II in the event of an earthquake 
along the Hollywood Raymond Fault, and these measures include use of “two-linings…to spread the offset over a large number of joints,” use of a “vault 
reach…to allow the carrier pipe to deform across the zones of offset in a controlled manner,” and use of a “larger tunnel and lining diameter for the reach 
that crosses the fault zone.” The intent of these mitigation measures is to accommodate potential differential displacement across the fault zone that could 
damage the tunnel. The design features would be based on the anticipated potential displacement along the fault. Because fault displacement cannot be 
predicted, there is no way to determine the effectiveness of such design measures until after a fault displacement occurs and the sewer can be inspected. 
Although this mitigation measure will reduce the potential for damage to NEIS II along the fault, the Draft EIR identifies a remote, yet potentially 
significant, residual impact because complete effectiveness of GEO-MM-1 in the event of fault displacement cannot be ensured. 

Response to Comment AJ15-8 

Comment noted. To keep the shafts water tight, the shaft walls would be constructed of slurry walls or secant piles. These construction methods place 
grout (to support the shaft walls) directly against the surrounding soil, which prevents space around the shaft walls. Because of this, the shafts would not 
serve as pathways for groundwater contamination to migrate downwards. For maintenance hole structures, steel casings are installed before the 
maintenance hole structures are placed. The steel casings are installed by inserting an auger in to the case and drilling into the soil. As the drilling 
progresses downward, the casing is driven downward. The auger hole has a smaller diameter than the outside diameter of the casing and this would 
prevent spaces around the outside of the casing. This would also prevent contamination from migrating downward along the case. In addition, grout can be 
injected along the maintenance hole column prior to case installation to support the surrounding soil. Such methods would produce a water-free column 
that would prevent groundwater from reaching the case or migrating downward. It should be noted that although the depths of the sewer tunnel could reach 
up to 180 feet beneath the ground surface and perched water may exist, soil profiles indicate that there are no distinct aquifers along the sewer alignments 
between the bedrock and ground surface. The shafts and maintenance hole structures could extend partially into bedrock (depending on the sewer profile) 
but would not span different aquifers. Thus, migration of contaminants to deep aquifers would not occur. 
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Response to Comment AJ15-9 

The IRP document considers TMDLs through the inclusion of water 
quality objectives as one of the parameters in its alternatives. The IRP 
approach is the primary methodology that the City will use to comply 
with current and future TMDLs. The City will develop specific 
implementation plans for TMDLs as they are issued by the Regional 
Board. These implementation plans will use the IRP approach and will 
address the specific requirements of each specific TMDL. Meeting 
TMDL requirements will be one way to comply with water quality 
objectives of the City. 
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Letter AJ17. Signatory – Southern 
California Association of Governments 

Response to Comment AJ17-1 

The City understands that SCAG works to maintain a continuous, 
comprehensive, and coordinated planning process through the 
publication of the Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide (RCPG) 
and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). Topics of regional 
significance contained in the RCPG include growth management, 
regional transportation, air quality, open space management, and 
water quality. The IRP components and alternatives are 
infrastructure projects necessary to protect public health and the 
environment. As described in Section 3.14 of the Draft EIR, the IRP 
Facilities Plan was developed based on 2001 SCAG projections; 
therefore, the Project Alternatives would be consistent with RCPG 
growth management policies. In addition, the IRP, as also described 
in Section 3.14 of the Draft EIR, used household projections based 
on the 2001 RTP. Because IRP components and alternatives are not 
traditional development projects, other RCPG policies, such as air 
quality core actions, social, political and cultural equity growth 
management policies, are not applicable. Water quality 
policies/goals, including watershed management programs and 
strategies, comprise one of the IRP goals and objectives (Section 1.3 
of the Draft EIR). Permanent IRP facilities located in open space 
areas (i.e., ATF in a regional recreational area, such as Griffith Park) 
would potentially be inconsistent with policies involving open space 
accessibility. Section 3.16 of the Draft EIR concluded that if placed 
on recreational facilities, IRP components would limit the use of and 
possibly access to a regional recreational facility (i.e. Griffith Park). 
Even with mitigation, these impacts would be potentially significant 
(see Section 3.16.2.3 of Draft EIR). In addition, as part of the review 
process for the Draft EIR, a comment letter was received from the 
County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation, a 
jurisdiction that includes regional facilities, that indicated that no 
impacts would occur to facilities under its jurisdiction (refer to letter 
AJ20). 
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Response to Comment AJ17-2 

As addressed in Section 3.11.3.2 of the Draft EIR, the potential for 
water quality impacts from IRP components were analyzed. The 
analysis addressed the implementation of a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), and associated BMPs, under the General 
Construction Permit that the project would reduce or eliminate 
pollutant discharges during construction. Other standard construction 
practices (i.e., Greenbook) include an Erosion Control Plan. Operation 
would include implementation of a Stormwater Quality Management 
Program (SQMP), including a Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation 
Plan (SUSMP) that designates BMPs to manage and treat stormwater 
runoff. In addition, as described in the Draft EIR, IRP components and 
alternatives include, or would require, Regional Board-issued NPDES 
permit(s) that limit discharge into bodies of water. Therefore, the IRP 
would not exceed applicable water quality standards at receiving bodies 
of water. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AJ17-3 

The City is providing SCAG with the written proposed response to 
comments in this Final EIR pursuant to Public Resources Code 
Section 21092.5.  
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Letter AJ20. Signatory – County of  
Los Angeles Department of Parks  

and Recreation 
Response to Comment AJ20-1 

Thank you for your review. Comment noted. 
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Letter AJ21. Signatory –  
Councilmember Wendy Greuel 

Response to Comment AJ21-1 

Various portions of Section 3 of the Draft EIR address in detail the 
potential impacts of the construction and operation of the proposed 
GBIS alignments (including aboveground structures such as shaft 
sites and ATFs at Woodbridge Park). The analyses include the 
potential impacts on adjacent land uses related to such resource 
issues as aesthetics, air quality, land use, noise, public services, 
recreation, and traffic. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR, the preferred western terminus of the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment is the Caltrans Maintenance Yard. Woodbridge 
Park is no longer under consideration as a shaft site or for the 
placement of an air treatment facility. 
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Letter AJ22. Signatory –  
City of Burbank – Community 

Development Department 
Response to Comment AJ22-1 

Your comments are noted. 

Response to Comment AJ22-2 

Thank you for providing the laboratory testing information 
regarding the Pollywog site. The laboratory results were 
forwarded to the City's Department of Recreation and Parks. 
As a note, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would 
not use the Pollywog site (a.k.a. Valley Heart Shaft Site) as 
a construction site or location for an air treatment facility. 
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Letter AJ23. Signatory – City of Inglewood 
Public Works Department 

Response to Comment AJ23-1 

Thank you for your review. Comment noted. 
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Letter AJ24. Signatory –  
Congressman Brad Sherman 

Response to Comment AJ24-1 

Regarding your comments on the GBIS North Alignment; refer to 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment would use the eastern portion of the GBIS South 
Alignment and the western portion of the GBIS North Alignment. The 
staff recommended alignment addresses many of the concerns 
expressed by residents of the City of Burbank. Also see response 
comment AJ1-1. 
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Letter AJ25. Signatory –  
Congressman Adam Schiff 

Response to Comment AJ25-1 

The City has considered the many comments submitted by 
residents of the City of Burbank expressing concerns about the 
GBIS North Alignment. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, would 
use the eastern portion of the GBIS South Alignment and the 
western portion of the GBIS North Alignment. This staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment addresses many of the concerns 
expressed by residents of the City of Burbank and would avoid 
many of the potential impacts associated with the GBIS North 
Alignment. 
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Letter AJ26. Signatory –  
State Clearinghouse 
Response to Comment AJ26-1 

The acknowledgement letter by the California Office of Planning and 
Research (State Clearinghouse) noting receipt of the Draft EIR and 
that the City of Los Angeles has complied with the State 
Clearinghouse review requirements is noted. 
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Letter AJ30. Signatory – City of Burbank 
Response to Comment AJ30-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR identifies the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which minimizes concerns 
about potential impacts that were expressed by numerous Burbank 
residents and in other letters submitted by the City of Burbank. 

Response to Comment AJ30-2 

Comment noted. Responses to comments submitted on the Draft 
EIR during the 120-day public review period are in this Final EIR. 
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Letter AJ31. Signatory – City of Burbank 
Response to Comment AJ31-1 

The commenter is referred to responses to comments AJ1-1 
through AJ1-24, which support the adequacy of the analysis of the 
GBIS alignments evaluated in the Draft EIR. The staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment described in Section 1.5 of this 
Final EIR is the same alignment that the commenter refers to as 
the Modified Alignment No. 1. As described in Section 1.5, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment would be constructed from 
the Pecan Grove, Travel Town, Barham, and Caltrans North 
Hollywood Maintenance Yard Shaft Sites, as evaluated throughout 
the Draft EIR under the GBIS South Alignment. In addition, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment would place ATFs at the 
Pecan Grove site and the Caltrans Maintenance Yard, as described 
in the Draft EIR under the GBIS South Alignment. The commenter 
is also referred to the responses to comment letter AJ13, which 
demonstrates that the public would not be deprived of meaningful 
review and input on the Draft EIR because no new significant 
impacts are identified, substantial increases in the severity of the 
impacts disclosed in the Draft EIR would not occur, and 
responding to the comments on the Draft EIR has not resulted in 
substantial new information. As a note, Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR describes the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 

Response to Comment AJ31-2 

This comment refers a feasibility analysis of a GBIS alignment 
along the Los Angeles River Channel that was presented to the 
Los Angeles City Council on March 17, 2006 (Appendix E of this 
Final EIR contains a copy of the Joint Report to City Council 
Motion 06-0234). Contrary to the comment, the Joint Report does 
not state that Los Angeles River alignment alternatives may 
encounter major rocks that would halt tunneling operation. Rather, 
the Joint Report states that there are significant geologic conditions 
below ground that suggest an alignment directly beneath the river 
may be problematic during construction. The Joint Report also 
states that deposition of layer upon layer of sediment, such as sand, 
cobbles, and extremely large boulders, has occurred over centuries 
and exists directly beneath the river along its present alignment 
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and that because of the potential to encounter the large boulders, and because the large boulders can derail tunneling operations, it is not desirous to use a 
tunneling corridor that maximizes exposure to potential large boulders. 

Regarding the comment that the City of Burbank believes that the rejection of Modified Alignment No 2 and No. 3 (Los Angeles River alignments) are 
based on unfounded assertions as explained in the attached letter from Richard Slade, a registered geologist, the City disagrees because actual subsurface 
soil conditions encountered in past City geotechnical evaluations result in conclusions that are contrary to Mr. Slade’s opinions. In addition, the Joint 
Report evaluated numerous issues, not just subsurface soil conditions, and these considerations are explained in the response to comment AJ31-4 below. In 
addition, as explained in Section 1.5.2.2, the City considered other factors besides subsurface soil conditions in identifying the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. These factors are discussed in Section 1.5.2.2 and include concerns about potential impacts, contingency response issues, and system risks. 
Regarding the latter item, there are currently two large diameter sewers present in Valley Spring Lane and the placement of the GBIS beneath this street 
would subject the outfall conveyance system in the Valley to increased risk by concentrating conveyance capacity beneath a single street. As a 
consequence, the GBIS South Alignment was not recommended for implementation.  

The commenter is correct that the Los Angeles River has historically meandered from its current channelized location. The commenter states there is a 
diminished likelihood of encountering large boulders along the Los Angeles River in the vicinity of the GBIS alignments because this section of the 
Los Angeles River is a great distance from the headwaters and the historic Los Angeles River could not have had sufficient flow or velocity to deposit 
massive boulders. This is an opinion of the commenter. The City's Geotechnical Engineering Division, however, disagrees with the opinion that large 
boulders along the Los Angeles River are unlikely to occur. The City has encountered boulders approximately 2 feet in diameter in shallow (about 20 feet 
below ground surface) alluvial sediments. Boulders were also encountered in the ancestral Los Angeles River beneath Burbank Boulevard between 
Cahuenga Boulevard and Lankershim Boulevard. The presence of boulders at shallow depths is problematic for tunnel boring machines because the 
boulders can partially break free of the surrounding soils and move as the tunnel boring machine attempts to mine them. This results in engineering 
construction and safety concerns. In severe cases, the boulders will have to be excavated with conventional equipment. At depth, the same size boulders 
typically pose less of a problem because the weight and density of the surrounding soil hold the boulder steady while the tunnel boring machine cuts 
through it. In addition to boulders, irregularly shaped concretions or concretionary beds have been encountered. The hardness of these concretions can 
approach or exceed the strength of granitic boulders. 

Regarding other comments provided by Mr. Slade, the comment suggests that significant inflows of groundwater would not be as likely to occur during 
tunneling in the granite or older sedimentary rock near the hills compared to tunneling with the valley floor to the north. The City's Geotechnical 
Engineering Division staff disagrees with this opinion. Groundwater flowing through fractures can represent a significant groundwater inflow. 
Nevertheless, groundwater inflows into the tunnel from fractured rock or alluvium are reduced to very low quantities by using the tunnel boring machine 
in a mode that pressurizes the cutting face. During NEIS, water pressures in the deep alluvial sediments exceeded 3 bars; however the tunnel boring 
machine operator pressurized the cutting face at a higher pressure (roughly 3.3 bars) and limited water infiltration. Importantly the deep alluvial soils NEIS 
penetrated were very well consolidated and had lower porosity than the shallower soils. Fractures in rock can deliver water into a tunnel excavation; 
however, the tunnel boring machine cutting face can be pressurized to minimize water infiltration. 

Mr. Slade suggests that more groundwater disposal will be required for a tunnel alignment through alluvial sediments and that tunneling in the rock will 
result in greatly reduced volumes of groundwater to pump out of the tunnel and subsequently dispose. As stated above, groundwater infiltration into the 
tunnel was kept to a minimum NEIS tunneling by pressurizing the tunnel boring machine's cutting head. Groundwater inflows are not anticipated to be 
markedly different from a rock versus alluvial tunnel due to the use of a tunnel boring machine with the capability to pressurize the cutting head. 

Mr. Slade suggests that groundwater removed from the tunnel during construction will be clarified in Baker tanks, and discharged to the Los Angeles 
River under a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit. This is not likely. During NEIS tunneling, groundwater removed from the tunnel 
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was clarified in Baker tanks but discharged to the City's sewer system 
under an industrial waste permit, and the same management system 
would be employed for GBIS construction. 

Mr. Slade raises the possibility of a water-rights concern by the office 
of the Watermaster of the San Fernando Valley surrounding the 
disposal of groundwater and that the Watermaster office's concerns 
could be higher if the tunneling is done through the alluvium because 
of a possible higher groundwater inflow. Coordination with the 
Department of Water and Power regarding GBIS construction issues 
has occurred, and the Watermaster has not expressed concerns 
regarding water rights. As stated before, the use of a pressurized face 
on the tunnel boring machine greatly reduces water infiltration, thereby 
reducing the water treatment and disposal concerns. To reiterate, past 
experience with NEIS did not indicate that groundwater inflows were 
substantially different in soil versus rock. 

Response to Comment AJ31-3 

Comment noted. The commenter is also referred to the response to 
comment AJ31-2. Although current tunneling methods and technology 
can handle varying conditions, mixed face or mixed soil and rock 
conditions can pose difficulties during the tunneling process. 

Response to Comment AJ31-4 

The commenter is correct that a Los Angeles River alignment is not 
analyzed in the Draft EIR. Two Los Angeles River alignments were 
discussed in the Joint Report presented to the Los Angeles City 
Council on March 17, 2006 (Appendix E contains the Joint Report), 
but both were dropped from further consideration based on engineering 
recommendations. The Joint Report evaluates the feasibility of two 
Los Angeles River alignments for GBIS based on the following issues 
that are discussed below: (1) other potential Los Angeles River Uses, 
(2) Constructability, (3) Risk, and (4) Real Estate Requirements. 

The Los Angeles River is the subject of active revitalization planning, 
concepts of which include the green belts and public access areas that 
would reduce the capacity of the river as a flood control channel. 
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To compensate for potential loss of flood conveyance capacity, planning efforts have included the installation of the culverts under the river's levees and 
access roads to provide additional conveyance capacity that would offset the loss of capacity from the revitalization projects. The placement of GBIS 
within the Los Angeles River right-of-way could not occur beneath the main channel, because GBIS would require maintenance hole structures that could 
not be located along the river bottom. Because of this, GBIS would have to be placed along the side of the channel to allow the maintenance hole 
structures to reach the surface away outside of the main flood control channel. Potential flood culverts placed behind the river levees or beneath the access 
roadway along the river would conflict with the need to have maintenance hole structures reach the ground surface. 

Regarding constructability, construction of a large sewer using tunneling methods requires various construction shaft sites to house the shaft that extends 
underground and to stage equipment, excavated storage, haul and supply trucks, tunnel segments, and other required materials. Tunnel shaft sites are 
typically over 1 acre in area. The access road or easement along the river is not wide enough to accommodate tunneling shaft sites. In addition, 
construction of GBIS would take approximately 3 years, and tunneling construction of the magnitude required for GBIS could not be completed during the 
non-rainy season, which is about 6 months. The Joint Report also identifies the potential to encounter boulders, and this potential is discussed under the 
response to comment AJ31-2 above. On the basis of the limited widths of the access road and easement along the Los Angeles River channel, an alignment 
within the Los Angeles River right-of-way was not recommended because construction would extend into several rainy seasons. 

The Los Angeles River drains a large portion of the City of Los Angeles, and represents a critical structure from an engineering standpoint. Damage to the 
Los Angeles River could have widespread flooding and other effects, and good engineering practice and prudent risk management procedures dictate a 
GBIS alignment that minimizes exposure to critical structures, such as the Los Angeles River. Minimizing exposure to critical structures is typically 
accomplished by minimizing the number or length of critical structure crossings. In the context of the Los Angeles River, a GBIS alignment within the 
Los Angeles River would maximize rather than minimize risks to the river as a critical structure and is therefore not recommended in the Joint Report. 

Lastly, the Joint Report discloses that the Los Angeles River right-of-way comprises private properties on which a public easement has been granted for 
flood control and drainage purposes. The flood control easements do not allow for the placement other utilities such as sewers, and as such, extensive 
right-of-way acquisition activities would be required to obtain a sewer easement for GBIS. 

Due to the potential for use conflicts related to the revitalization of the Los Angeles River, constructability issues, potential risks, and the need to acquire 
extensive easements, the Joint Report recommends against implementing a GBIS alignment within the Los Angeles River right-of-way. In addition, as part 
of the coordination that occurred between staff of the City of Los Angeles and the City of Burbank (see Section 1.3, Additional Coordination), additional 
evaluation of an alignment under the Los Angeles River channel occurred. Besides the issues evaluated in the Joint Report, the other issues that were 
considered included the potential for river flows to enter the tunnel, the lack of contingency options to retrieve the tunneling machine from the Los 
Angeles River right-of-way, difficulty in providing settlement control such as surface grouting, and difficulty in connecting with other sewers. These 
issues support elimination of Los Angeles River alignments a viable GBIS alignment. 

Lastly, as outlined in the Joint Report and supported in subsequent coordination effort with the City of Burbank (see Section 1.3), a GBIS alignment within 
the Los Angels River right-of-way is not recommended. Furthermore, based on information in the Joint Report, there could be substantial risks associated 
with constructing and operating a large sewer beneath a critical structure such as the Los Angeles River, and it is likely that such an alignment would result 
in greater potential for impacts than an alignment outside of the river. Consequently, a GBIS alignment along the Los Angeles River does not represent a 
feasible alignment alternative for GBIS and the inclusion of a GBIS alignment within the Los Angeles River right-of-way in the Draft EIR is not 
warranted. Furthermore, other alignments were suggested, such as an alignment beneath the Lakeside Golf Course. It is the City’s policy to place public 
infrastructure within public rights-of-way or publicly owned land where feasible to avoid impacts to private property and to provide access for 
maintenance, inspection, repairs, and other activities that may be required in the future. Because of this, a GBIS alignment beneath the Lakeside Golf 
course was not considered further. It should be noted that the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, would 
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avoid may of the impacts associated with the GBIS North Alignment, the concerns of which were expressed to the City in numerous comment letters from 
both the City of Burbank and many residents of the City of Burbank. 

Response to Comment AJ31-5 

Regarding the comment that previous comments submitted by the City of Burbank on the Draft EIR require the addition of new information which would 
in turn require that the Draft EIR must be recirculated, refer to response to comment AJ13-2. Regarding the comment that the Modified Alignments No. 1, 
2, and 3 are proposed in communities that were not previously addressed in the Draft EIR, the commenter is referred to the Joint Report to Council Motion 
(Appendix E) which recommended against a Los Angeles River alignment for GBIS (Modified Alignments No. 2 and No. 3) and recommended the 
Modified Alignment No. 1 for clarification in the IRP EIR. The Modified Alignment No. 1 identified in the Joint Report is represented by the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment is essentially a combination of the 
eastern portion of the GBIS South Alignment and western section of the GBIS Northern Alignment that is connected with a short (approximately ½ mile) 
section of tunnel entirely beneath Pass Avenue. This section of Pass Avenue, and the staff recommended GBIS Alignment as a whole, are located in the 
same general vicinity and communities as those associated with the GBIS North Alignment and the GBIS South Alignment, as discussed in the Draft EIR. 
Figure 1-1 depicts the staff recommended GBIS Alignment overlaid on the GBIS North and South Alignments, and specifically shows that the Pass 
Avenue section is located in the same general vicinity and communities as the GBIS North and South Alignments.  

Regarding the contention that failing to recirculate the Draft EIR would deprive the public of both a meaningful opportunity to review and comment upon 
substantial adverse effects of GBIS and feasible ways to mitigate or avoid such adverse effects, refer to the discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment in Section 1.5.2.2, response to comment AJ13-2, and the responses to comments AJ1-1 through AJ1-24, the latter of which support the 
adequacy of the analysis of the GBIS alignments. Furthermore, over 2,700 comment letters were received over the 120-day public review and comment 
period. The majority of comments focused on the GBIS North Alignment, the GBIS South Alignment, and/or the staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
(generally denoted as the hybrid alignment in the comments). Based on the number of comments received and the extensive public review and comment 
period for the Draft EIR, more than ample opportunity has been provided for the public to review the impacts of the GBIS alignments and provide 
comments. In addition, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment represents an alignment that substantially lessens the adverse environmental effects 
associated with the GBIS North Alignment and to an extent the GBIS South Alignment. 
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Letter AJ32. Signatory – City of Burbank 
Response to Comment AJ32-1 

Refer to response to comment AJ31-5. 

Response to Comment AJ32-2 

Subsequent to the close of the public review period for the Draft 
EIR, the City staff identified Alternative 4 as the Recommended 
Alternative and is recommending its approval (see Section 1.5 
of this Final EIR). As part of the Recommended Alternative, 
City staff is recommending the NEIS II West Alignment and the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, described in 
Section 1.5.2.1 and Section 1.5.2.2, respectively, of this Final 
EIR as “preferred” because these alignments have been 
determined to be less environmentally disruptive as a whole and 
best meet system needs (see Section 1.5 for further information 
on how the Recommended Alternative was chosen). 

Regarding the comment about the Environmentally Superior 
Alternative, refer to response to comment AJ1-25. 
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Letter AJ36. Signatory – City of Burbank 
Response to Comment AJ36-1 

Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a description of 
the staff recommended GBIS Alignment and a discussion of its 
impacts. In addition, refer to the responses to comment letter 
AJ13. 

Response to Comment AJ36-2 
Regarding the comment that the hybrid alignment (staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment) would shift potential impacts 
from communities in the City of Los Angeles to those in the 
City of Burbank, this is incorrect. As described in 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR and in the responses to 
comment letter AJ13, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
comprises the eastern portion of the GBIS South Alignment and 
the western portion of the GBIS North Alignment. The western 
portions of both the GBIS South and North Alignments are 
located in the City of Los Angeles. The staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment would reduce the potential for impacts to 
communities in the City of Burbank when compared to the 
GBIS North Alignment by eliminating a substantial portion of 
sewer beneath Riverside Drive (in Burbank) and by avoiding 
the placement of construction shaft sites in areas near the City 
of Burbank. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would 
primarily remain within boundaries of the City of Los Angeles, 
with the exception of a short section of tunnel beneath Pass 
Avenue. Contrary to the comment, the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment would not shift impacts from the City of 
Los Angeles to the City of Burbank. 

Regarding the comment that the City must characterize the 
GBIS North Alignment as environmentally inferior, refer to 
response to comment AJ3-12. 

Response to Comment AJ36-3 
Regarding the request to recirculate the Draft EIR, refer to the 
responses to comment AJ13-2 and AJ31-5. 
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Response to Comment AJ36-4 

Refer to response to comment AJ36-2 above. 

Response to Comment AJ36-5 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR provides a detailed 
description of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment and the 
rationale for recommending this alignment for approval and 
implementation. As it noted in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, there 
are currently two large diameter sewers within Valley Spring Lane, 
which could affect contingency response efforts. 

Response to Comment AJ36-6 

The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would connect the eastern 
portion of the GBIS South Alignment with the western portion of the 
GBIS North Alignment with a short section of tunnel beneath Pass 
Avenue. As noted in Section 1.5.2.2, maintenance hole structures 
would not be placed within Pass Avenue, and thus, there would be no 
potential for odors to be released along Pass Avenue. The potential for 
significant odor impacts from GBIS, as described in the Draft EIR, is 
related to the operation of air treatment facilities. Similar to the GBIS 
South Alignment, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would not 
place air treatment facilities in or near the City of Burbank, as would 
occur under the GBIS North Alignment. In addition, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment would not place an air treatment 
facility at Woodbridge Park (the facility would be placed at the 
Caltrans Maintenance Yard Shaft Site), which would reduce odor 
impacts compared to both the GBIS North and South Alignments. 
Furthermore, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would be 
constructed from the same shaft sites as identified for the GBIS South 
Alignment, thus, potential criteria air quality impacts of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment would be same as the GBIS South 
Alignment. 
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Response to Comment AJ36-7 

As noted in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would not place a tunnel beneath Clyborne Avenue or Rose Street, 
rather, the short section of tunnel would be placed beneath Pass Avenue. In addition, mitigation measure GEO-MM-2 (described in the Draft EIR) 
establishes a performance standard that would limit surface settlement to 0.75-inch. GEO-MM-2 has been revised to include a goal to further limit surface 
settlement along the tunnel alignment to 0.50-inch (Section 2 of this Final EIR). 

Response to Comment AJ36-8 

As noted in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment would be constructed using the same shaft sites as the GBIS South 
Alignment, including the Barham Shaft Site. 

Response to Comment AJ36-9 

Refer to the responses to comments AJ1-10 and AJ36-8. 

Response to Comment AJ36-10 

Comment noted. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would not utilize the eastern portion of the GBIS North Alignment, and would therefore avoid 
tunneling activities beneath Riverside Drive in the City of Burbank which would reduce the number of single-family and multifamily residences that could 
experience groundborne noise effects, compared to the GBIS North Alignment. As noted in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, vibrations charts generated 
by monitoring devices indicated that vibrations from normal surface vehicular traffic exceeded vibrations generated by recently completed NEIS tunneling 
operations (an earlier tunneling project). Despite this, groundborne noise and vibration control will be implemented in mitigation measures NV-MM-3, 
NV-MM-5, NV-MM-7, NV-MM-8, and NV-MM-9, as described in Section 3.13 of the Draft EIR (and summarized in Table ES-1 of the Draft EIR and 
this Final EIR). The potential environmental impacts (such as noise and vibration impacts on adjacent land uses) were used in determining the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment (refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). 
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Response to Comment AJ36-11 

Comment noted. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would 
essentially replace the section of tunnel beneath Riverside Drive 
associated with the GBIS North Alignment with a short section of 
tunnel beneath Pass Avenue. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
would result in less of a potential to affect residences from groundborne 
noise and vibration than the GBIS North Alignment because there are 
fewer single-family and multifamily residences along the section of 
Pass Avenue (associated with the staff recommended GBIS Alignment) 
than the section of Riverside Drive in the City of Burbank associated 
with the GBIS North Alignment that the Pass Avenue section would 
replace. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment would result in 
slightly greater potential to affect residences than the GBIS South 
Alignment, because although it would use the western portion of the 
GBIS North Alignment, Optional Alignment A, which has a greater 
number of multifamily residences (along Riverside Drive) than the 
western portion of the GBIS South Alignment (along Valley Spring 
Lane). In addition, refer to response to comment AJ36-10. In addition, 
as noted in Section 1.5.2.2, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
would use the western portion of the GBIS North Alignment for 
contingency response reasons. 

Response to Comment AJ36-12 

Comment noted. Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR discusses the anticipated 
impacts of the Project Alternatives and their potential to 
disproportionately affect low income or minority populations. As noted 
in Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR, neither a minority nor low income 
population, would be disproportionately affected by GBIS. 

Response to Comment AJ36-13 

Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a description of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, its anticipated impacts, and the rational 
for recommending this alignment for implementation. In addition, see 
response to comment AJ1-25, response to comment letter AJ13, and 
response to comment AJ31-1. 
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Response to Comment AJ36-14 

Refer to the response to comment AJ1-25. 

Response to Comment AJ36-15 

Refer to the response to comment AJ1-25. 
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Response to Comment AJ39-1 

As described in detail in Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR, 
contaminated soil and groundwater could be encountered 
during the installation of the Project Alternatives and 
components. As discussed in Section 3.10.3.2 and Section 
3.11.3.2 of the Draft EIR, potential hazards from encountering 
contaminated soil and groundwater would be sampled and 
disposed of in accordance with all applicable health and safety 
plans (i.e., per CalOSHA standards for worker safety), permit 
requirements (i.e., NPDES permit), and in accordance with all 
applicable federal, state and local regulations, which could 
include matters under the purview of DTSC, as applicable, in 
order to protect people an the environment. In addition, as 
described in Sections 1.2.2 and 3.1.2 of the Draft EIR, 
program-level components are projects that would be 
implemented as part of the IRP, but these projects do not have 
specific locations or design details identified. Therefore, after 
project-specific information has been developed for a program-
level component from the adopted and certified Alternative, 
that project will be subject to subsequent environmental 
analysis and additional future environmental review that will 
include the required and appropriate investigations, including 
any necessary to determine if contaminated soil exists in the 
affected area. 

Response to Comment AJ39-2 

Thank you for providing information on your Voluntary 
Cleanup Program and for the offer to meet with staff to discuss 
the matter. 
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