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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS 
TO:  California State Clearinghouse; California Responsible and Trustee Agencies; Other  
  Interested Public Agencies; and, Interested Parties and Organizations 

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report and Notice of Scoping  
  Meetings for the Ballona Creek Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load Project 

DATE:  February 17, 2017 

The City of Los Angeles Department of LA Sanitation – Watershed Protection Division (LA Sanitation), as the 
Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), will be coordinating the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Ballona Creek Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
Project (Proposed Project), which is further described below. LA Sanitation is requesting identification of 
environmental issues and information that you or your organization believes should be considered in the EIR. 

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD:  February 17, 2017 through March 20, 2017. 

NOTICE OF SCOPING MEETINGS:  Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Sections 21081.7, 21083.9, and 
21092.2, the Lead Agency will conduct a scoping meeting for the purposes of soliciting oral and written 
comments from interested parties requesting notice, responsible agencies, agencies with jurisdiction by law, 
trustee agencies, and involved federal agencies, as to the appropriate scope and content of the EIR. 

SCOPING MEETINGS: LA Sanitation will hold two scoping meetings for the Proposed Project to receive 
comments on the scope and content of the proposed EIR.  You are welcome to attend the meeting and present 
environmental information that you believe should be considered in the EIR.  The scoping meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 
 

Date:    Thursday, March 2, 2017 
Time:    1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Place:   Westchester Municipal Building – Community Room 
 7166 Manchester Avenue 
 Westchester, CA  90045 
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As a covered entity under Title II of the American with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate.  The meeting facility and its parking are wheelchair accessible. Sign language interpreters, 
assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aides and/or services may be provided upon request. Other 
services, such as translation between English and other languages, may also be provided upon request.  To 
ensure availability of services, please make your request no later than three working days (72 hours) prior to 
the meeting by calling Wendy Dinh at (213) 485-3912. 

AGENCIES:  LA Sanitation requests your agency’s views on the scope and content of the environmental 
information relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the Proposed Project, in 
accordance with the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15082(b). Your agency will need to use 
the EIR prepared by the City when considering any permits that your agency must issue or other project 
approvals. 
 

PROJECT LOCATION: As shown in Figure 1 below, the proposed Project would occur at three existing water 
quality facilities in southwest Los Angeles County, California, all within the Ballona Creek Watershed:  

• Low Flow Treatment Facility 1 (LFTF-1):  One block north of the intersection of Jefferson Boulevard 
and Raintree Circle in the City of Culver City, along the southeast boundary of Ballona Creek.  

• LFTF-2: Directly northwest of the intersection of Culver Boulevard and Sepulveda Channel in the City 
of Los Angeles, along the southwest boundary of Sepulveda Creek. 

• Mesmer Low Flow Diversion (LFD): Near intersection of Mesmer Avenue and Juniette Street in the 
City of Culver City, along the southwest boundary of Centinela Creek. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

In June 2006, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a Water 
Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan) Amendment establishing the Ballona Creek 
Bacteria TMDL.  A TMDL is the maximum amount of a specific pollutant, such as bacteria, trash, or pesticides 
that could be discharged into a waterbody without causing it to become impaired.  Development of TMDLs, 
which are driven by the federal Clean Water Act, is an important step in cleaning up our creeks, lakes, rivers 
and beaches.  

The requirements of the Bacteria TMDL were incorporated into the Permittees’ stormwater permit (2012 
MS4 Permit; Order No. R4-2012-0175; National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System [NPDES] Permit No. 
CAS004001). The MS4 Permit includes receiving water limitations (RWLs), water quality based effluent 
limitations (WQBELs), as well as a schedule to attain the RWLs and WQBELs based on requirements from the 
TMDL. 

The TMDL was amended in June 2012 and the amendment became effective on July 2014.  To meet this new 
water quality standard, the Regional Board granted a time schedule order (TSO) to the Cities of Los Angeles, 
Beverly Hills, Culver City, Inglewood, and West Hollywood, the County of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District (collectively referred to as the municipal separate storm sewer systems [MS4] 
Permittees) to achieve compliance with the dry weather Bacteria TMDL. The TSO is a regulatory mandate to 
achieve compliance with this TMDL and to improve public health in Ballona Creek and Estuary.  The MS4 
Permittees propose to develop three dry weather runoff treatment release and/or diversion facilities shown 
in Figure 1 below: LFTF-1 along Ballona Creek; LFTF-2 along Sepulveda Channel; and, the Mesmer LFD along 
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Centinela Creek. These three facilities, comprising the proposed Project, are described in more detail below in 
the “Project Description and Alternatives”. 

THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

Pursuant to the CEQA, Public Resources Code, Sections 21000 et seq., LA Sanitation is initiating preparation 
of an EIR on behalf of the MS4 Permittees regarding the Ballona Creek Bacteria TMDL Project and the 
impacts of this Project within the Ballona Creek Watershed. 

The MS4 Permittees’ strategy to comply with the dry weather TMDL requirements is based on completing 
three regional projects, as follows. The locations of these three projects are shown in Figure 1.  

• LFTF-1 located at Ballona Creek Reach 2 
• LFTF-2 located at Sepulveda Channel 
• Mesmer LFD located at Centinela Creek 

To directly improve downstream water quality and comply with the Bacteria TMDL for Ballona Creek, the MS4 
Permittees propose to retrofit an existing LA Sanitation facility called the North Outfall Treatment Facility 
(NOTF), which is located adjacent to Ballona Creek Reach 2 in the City of Culver City. The retrofit would create 
LFTF-1, which would treat up to 6 million gallons per day (MGD) with in-line ultraviolet (UV) disinfection 
technology and release the treated flow back to Ballona Creek. Development of LFTF-1 also includes the 
installation of a new connection to the North Outfall Sewer that will convey up to 23 MGD of dry weather flow 
from Ballona Creek to the Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant (HWRP) for treatment and potential beneficial 
reuse to offset potable water use.  

LFTF-2 would be located adjacent to Sepulveda Channel in the City of Los Angeles adjacent to the existing 
City/County Sampling Stations. LFTF-2 would include the development of a small treatment plant that would 
be adjacent to the existing sampling station facility and would treat up to 1.3 MGD of flow through 
prescreening followed by ultraviolet light (UV) disinfection and immediately release the treated flow back to 
Sepulveda Channel, which will then flow into Ballona Creek.  

The third facility to be modified as part of the Proposed Project involves the existing Mesmer wastewater pump 
station located along Centinela Creek in the City of Culver City.  At this location, the City of Culver City will 
convert the existing Mesmer wastewater pump station into a low flow diversion facility that will convey up to 
0.97 MGD of Centinela Creek dry weather flow to HWRP for treatment and potential beneficial reuse to offset 
potable water use.  

Together, these three projects will enable the Permittees to achieve compliance with the dry weather Bacteria 
TMDL, MS4 Permit, and TSO requirements, improve public health and the beneficial uses of Ballona Creek and 
the Ballona Estuary, while also providing a new source of water to offset potable water use. 

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE ENIVORNMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
Based on the project description and LA Sanitation’s understanding of the environmental issues associated 
with the proposed Project, it is anticipated that the implementation of the proposed Project has the potential 
to result in environmental effects associated with some or all of the following resources/topics: 
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• Aesthetics 
• Agriculture Resources 
• Air Quality 
• Biological Resources 
• Cultural Resources 
• Geology and Soils 
• Greenhouse Gases 
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
• Hydrology and Water Quality 

 

• Land Use and Planning 
• Mineral Resources 
• Noise 
• Population and Housing 
• Public Services 
• Recreation 
• Transportation/Traffic 
• Utilities, Energy and Service Systems

Alternatives to be analyzed in the EIR are to be defined and analyzed consistent with the requirements of 
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15126.6.  The specific project alternatives to be evaluated in the EIR may include, 
but are not limited to, the “No Project” alternative, as required by CEQA. 
DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY:  Project information materials, including the Notice of Preparation, can be 
viewed on the “About Us / About Watersheds / Ballona Creek Watershed" web page of the LA Sanitation 
Watershed Protection Program's website at: LAStormwater.org. A link to the NOP is entitled Ballona Creek 
EIR Notice of Preparation; please click this link to locate the NOP. A link to the NOP will also be posted under 
“Popular Links” on the LAStormwater.org homepage. Future project documents, including the EIR, will also 
be made available at this website.  
 
SUBMITTAL OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:  LA Sanitation solicits comments regarding, the scope, content and 
specificity of the EIR from all responsible agencies, agencies with jurisdiction by law, trustee agencies, and 
involved agencies and interested parties requesting notice.  Please send your written/typed comments to LA 
Sanitation by one of the following delivery methods. In your comments, please include your name, email 
address, telephone number, address, and an RE: Ballona Creek TMDL EIR at the top of your comment. 

• Email:  lastormwater@lacity.org  
• Fax: 213-485-3939 
• Post:  Mr. Hubertus Cox 

LA Sanitation – Watershed Protection Division 
1149 S. Broadway, 10th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

In accordance with CEQA Section 15082, this Notice of Preparation is being circulated for a 30-day comment 
period; LA Sanitation requests that written comments be provided at the earliest possible date, but no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on March 20, 2017. 
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Figure 1 – Project Location 


